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True Manliness
Rev. Truman G. Wise, Supt.

“Show thyself a man.” 1 Kings 2:2.
Quit you like men."" 1 Cor. 16:13.
The subject of true manliness is
worthy of our consideration, especial-
ly when we think of who spoke the
above mentioned texts, namely David
g and Paul, and of the great need of
8 true manliness in the Christian ranks
8 today. This subject stands out bold-
“ly in the pages of history. It has
Rev. T. Wise thrilled the heart of the COMPOSET,
and inspired the heart of the poet.
We never grow weary in speaking its praises; the
pen of the historian never ceases to record its noble
deeds.  The father admires it in his son, and the
som admires it in his father. Every young man of
rood reason aspives to it, and BVery voung woman
almost adores it in a young man.

“*Show thyself a man,” but remember true man-
liness does mot consist in the strencth and size
of the human body. This may be the idea of some
individuals, but this is not what David was think-
ing about. Tt is true physical strength may add
dignity to true manliness as in the life of Saul,
who was head and shoulders higher than his peo-
ple, Israel.: T Samuel 9:2. But true manliness is
more than this. When the president of ancient
France was seeking a leader to defend his people,
Napoleon stepped forward and offered his services;
but, when the President saw his size, he doubted his
ability, but physical size or strength was not the sec-
ret of Napoleon’s suceess.

Nor does it consist in intellectual greatness, We
cannot limit true manliness to the possession of a
great intellect. It was said that Cyrus the Great
knew the name of every soldier in his army, but this
great grace is more than that, however convenient
that may be. And I am glad that we are not respon-
sible for the lack of great talents, but only for the
culture and the use which we make of what we have.
You need not be disconraged, my friend, nor think
that you cannot be a true man, because yon have not
been gifted with great physical strength or a great

intellaet,

Nor does true manliness consist in chafing under
restraint. [t is no common thing to find people
today who seem to think an independent disregard
of authority and wholesome regulations is manly,
and when constrained to submit to such authority
feel their domain of liberties has been invaded. Pet-
er reminds us of this class when he says in IT Peter
2:10 *(They) despise government. Presnmptuous,
are they, self-willed,...not afraid to speak evil of
dignities.””  This wnmanly feeling manifests itself,
first in the home and then in publie. Therefore,
true manliness is not disobedience to parents, not
disobedience to teachers or ones in authority, not dis-
obedience to the laws of the land, not quarreling with
nuavoidable relations, not even being impatient un-
der them, but it is living in peace and harmony with
them,

Nor does true manliness consist in imitating the
conduct of others or measuring themselves among
themselves. IT Car. 10:12. There are many great
men who, notwithstanding their areatness, have theiy
peculiavities and defects. And it is a well-known
fact, too many times, they who make imitation their
practice, imitate the defects of others. Many of the
admirvers of Alexander the Great imitated his in-
temperance, and not his liberality.

Nor does trune maunliness consist in following
popular opinion, right or wrong, and many times,
wrong. Jesus said, ** When the blind lead the blind,
both shall fall into the diteh.”” The world is full
of men who either have not the brains enough or are
too lazy to investigate for themselves, who are con-
tent to be found in the party lines on the popular
side. They are not troubled too mueh with questions
of right or wrong, either in religion or in politics.
Nor, on the other hand, does true manliness consist
in a reckless disregard for the opinions of others.
It is not manly to say: ‘I don’t care what others
think of me.”” We should care, and every TRUR
man does.

It should be the earnest ambition to merit con-

Continued on Page §
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EDITORIALS -..... Thomas E. Frantz

“Behold, I will lift up mine hand to the Gentiles, and set up my stenderd to the people:. .. 7

fssich 49:22

The Question of the Hour

Thomas 1. Frantz

“Ts there any word from the Lord? And Jeremiah said, Thers s Jesemiah 5510

Picture the anxions wait outside an operation room :
fienres, bowed with trouble and griel, pace the hos-
pital corridors or sit restlessly on the waiting room
bench. Suddenly there is the sound of a door’s be-
ing opened: nervous voices quickly tremble out the
inguiry: ‘‘Is there any word?'" This scene is being
repeated many times over the land in hospitals and
clinics.  God erant that in the midst of this physical
perplevity and concern, we might not overshadow
the spiritnal coneepts so vital to the soul. Com-
mentators and news-casters glow with their reports
over every radio and felevision station. But through
the darkness of an Atomic world so full of gloom and
suspicion we hear. *‘Is there any word from the
Lord?™"  Brother Jeremiah found himself in just
such a position, upon his release from prison by the
new king Zedekiah, who was the suecessor to Jehoi-
akim, His two serolls of messages from God—writ-
ten by the seribe Baruch—were destroved, but Zed-
ekiah shows lis great confidence in Jeremiah hy
secretly inquiring concerning a message from the
Holy One of Israel. There must have been some
reasons why the king had such confidence in the boy-
prophet. 1t is plain to see the following were some
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We samnestly desive thru the “Standard” to upheld tha
Scriptural doctrines ¢f: The Conversion of Sinners (John
$:7): The Sanctification of Believers (Hebrews 12:14),
The Healing of the Afflicted (Jnmes 6:14, 15), The Ed-
ification of Bellevers (Jude 20:21), and the Second, Pre-
millennial Coming of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ

CACtsS 1il),

of his outstanding traits of sharseter: (1) He lived

close enough to God to bear Him speak 5 message.
(2) Ie was not easily disconrased i He eonld
endure the dungeon withont cosnlsining 4 1le
delivered a true message. Compare Jersmiah with
the 1. D.’s of this age. Quite & difference. what'

As to the word from the Lord teday, It the Serip-
tures eive us an inkling of the messase.

WORD FROM THE LORD CONCERNING

REPENTANCE

“Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that your
sins may be blotted out, when the times of refresh-
ing shall come from the presence of the Lord.” (Acts
3:19). These were the words of the evangelist Peter,
as he fervently declared the doings of his God. Ilow
we need to preach this message of Repentance. No
one needs to repent anymore than many standing
behind the sacred desk. Rev. G. W. Ridout declared
in a message in the Pentecostal Herald: **There are
hundreds, perhaps thousands, of preachers today
who need to get converted all over again. It often
happens that good men brought up in the church
and trained in the schools enter the ministry just
as John Wesley did, without an experience of the
new birth.”” 1t is heartening in these awful days
of trifling with God and light to see men like Jere-
miah, who would not budge from his stand.

WORD FROM THE LORD CONCERNING

RESPONSIBILITY

On the top of the list is the RESPONSIBILITY
TO PRAY. Paul declared in his advice to yvoung
Timothy: *‘1 will therefore that men pray every-
where, lifting up holy hands, without wrath and
doubting.”” (1 Tim. 2:8). Truly there are more
things wrought by praver than this world can ever
imagine. When we reach heaven it will be quite an
item when we realize that PRAYER has played such
a large part in the success of the Kingdom of God
on earth. Of course there is the RESPONSIBILITY
70 PROVE OUR KFAITH IN OBEDIENCE, for
the Scriptures bave plainly stated: *'If we live in
the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit.”” A Spirit-
filled walk will do mueh to convinee the world of the
reality of Old-Time Religion. Another part in our
obligation is found in the RESPONSIBILITY ToO
PROVIDE FOR THE NEED OF GOD'S WORK.
All too many times folls will thoughtlessly say, **The
Lovd will provide™; they make no effort to help any

Contitned on Page 7
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“Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, righily

dividing the word of truth.” I Timothy 2:15.

The Testimony of an Empty Seat
By Rev. (. William Rachau

“Thou shalt be missed, because thy seat will be
empty '’ I Samuel 20:18.

These words were spoken by Jonathan, son of King
Saul, to his friend and bosom companion, David,
whose life King Saul sought opportunity to take,
as e was jealons of the young man's military at-
tainments.  Jonathan loved David very deeply, as
we read, “*He loved him as his own soul™ (Ch. 18:
3).  David, realizing his danger, said to his friend,
“There is but a step between me and death.”” The
two young friends had met together the day before
the new moon, which was the first day of the lunar
month, and a holy day. There was a special proce-
dure on this day, which consisted of offering the
daily sacrifices, plus two young bullocks, a ram,
seven lambs, a special meat and drink offering, and
a kid for a sin offering. The trumpet was blown
1t was a great oceasion. It was
David who spoke the words, * Tomorrow is the new
moon, and I should not fail to sit with the king at
meat: but let me go, that I may hide myself in the
field unto the third day at even.’' Jonathan was
to “*feel out’ his father at the end of three days 1o
see it it were safe for David to come back to the kine's
honse.

and all work ceased.

As the young musician who slew the great
siant was about to go, they embraced one another
amd Jonathan remarked in the language of the text,
“Tomorrow is the new moon and thou shalt be missed,
becanse thy seat will be empty.”’
GROUPS THIS TESTIMONY AFFECTS

Fmpty seats arve silent testimonies in the home.
Oh, the sadness and homesick feeling that filled the
hearts of fathers and mothers, wives and children,
during the years of World War II. The empty chair
where **Daddy’" sat to eat, and the place he sat to
read gave silent assent to the truth of how much he
was missed. Even now with peace-time conseription,
many a mother’s boy is missed because his seat is
empty. Then there ave the empty seats of loved ones
passed away. How a homesick, sad, feeling creeps
over the soul of the writer as he looks at Father’s
old rocker beside the kitchen stove, where the one he
loved always sat in the evening. There is his empty
chair at the end of the table, where he sat to eat,
amd from where he lifted up his voice to God in
thanksgiving for the food provided. Yes, I miss
him because his seat is empty. Then there is always
that seat where a mother knitted by the window,
while the playful kitten rolled the ball of yarn about.

Now mother has gone from the home, and she is
missed because her seat is empty.

I think of the other empty seats. They are the
ones in the church. There are no ‘‘Amens” or
shouts from the empty pews. Where your seat is
empty in church yon are missed in mfm"v Ways.
Fivst of all the brothers and sisters in the church
miss you. How many times have T seen the discour-
aged look on someone’s face when some seats were
empty that should have been oceupied. Oh, how we
need cach ather's fellowship in these awful days. Let
us be faithful! The brothers and sisters in the
¢hurch not only miss vour fellowship but they miss
vour prayers. The voice that you know should have
come from vour seat is now silent when voices are
lifted together in prayer. They also miss your testi-
mony. when testimony meeting is in progress.

Again, Jesus misses you if your pew is empty in
church. Bach one has his part in the serviee, Jesus
wanis von to be faithful to the house of the Lord.
Also. the pastor misses you when your pew is empty.
There is no nod of the head, no **Amen™ to eneowr-
age the pastor when he most needs it, while the Devil
is whispering discouraging things in his ears.

GRAVITY TIIS TESTIMONY PRESENTS

While it is true the empty seat is a SITLENT TEST-
IMONY it speaks in tones no man can stifle. Tt fosti-
fies to those in the chureh that you have lost inferest
in the things of God. 'They become concerned about
vou and this concern many times robs the meeting
of the glory that should be there. Your empty seat
testifies to the world that you have cooled-off, and
that you are luke-warm instead of on fire for God.
Remember lukewarmness is sickening to God. 1t also
testifies that you are more interested in worldly things
than vou are in the things of God. An empty church
seat further testifies of a disobedience to a Scrip-
tural Commandment, ““Not forsaking the assembling
of ourselves together, as the manner of some is”’
(Hebrews 10:25). Someone says, “‘I listen to a good
vadio sermon. T don’t need to go to chureh.”” List-
en, brother, God says not to forsake the assembling
of onrselves together, and that doesn’t mean sitting
at home by the radio. One of the great desires God
gave me when He saved my soul was to go to chureh,
and after being saved 12 years, the desire is stronger
than ever. Praise God! Lastly, I note that empty
seats testify of latter days. ““For that day shall not

Continued on Page 12
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“Go ye into all the world, and preach the Gospe! to every creature.” Mark 16:15.

Incorporated Missionary work on the Island of Cuba.
tral Santa Liucia, Oriente, Cuba), Missionaries on the field,

ville, Pa.) Missions Treasurer.

Rev. end Mrs. Paul H. Eversole (Cen-
Rev. Joseph Hoffman (Elizabeth-

A News Letter From The

Dear Christian Friends:

Greetings in the name of Him who gave Himself
for us.

Sinee T last wrote you, God has done much for ns.
We were in the house of Antonio Carrillo for over
three weeks. 1t rained a great deal during this time
and we were shut in, but {inally began to look for
a house, and found one in Lindero, where we alveady
had a work started. We moved here on December
12 1o this home, which has two rooms a large hall-like
room that we use for services, and a small one where
we live. Upon arrival we at once set to work to fix
up ounr living quarters. As our house has a palm
thateh roof, we got a hroom on a long pole, and swept
down the cob webs from the inside of the roof. Then
we had to think of furniture. We had purchased a
kitehen table, so I built a cupboard and hung it on
the wall over the table. We also made a elothes ¢los-
et and pnt up some shelves, All these things are not
completed at this writing, but are well under way.
We also have a kerosene eookstove and two lamps.
We had brought a folding table with ns and two
folding canvas chairs and & folding army cot. We
bought another cot and thus we were able to get a-
longz until we got oir bed. an American one, for
which we are very glad. Later we bought four **tab-
uretes,”” which are strong Cuban chairs covered with
cowhide with hair on, and are very serviceable. To-
day, we plan 1o wo to Holgium and get some curtain
material and **dress™ our house up a bit.

We are getting fairly well settled and are looking
forward to the winter’s work. We are hoping to
Lave a good revival here this winter. There was a
ool erowd heve last night, and when the services
were the people remained seated, Tt
seemed that they did not want to go. May God hless
them and open their hearts to the Gospel. .

Back of onr house and joining it is another honse.
We call it the **kitehen.” It is a big shell of a
house with no divisions in it and we store some of
our things there. The roof leaks in some places and
it has a dirt floor. We also use it for the wash house.
It had a big chaveoal stove in it and the other day we
atfempted to move it and the stove fell apart. We
went to town and bought a ¢havcoal grate that just

dismissed

fits in a five gallon square tin can. So we made a

stove for washing.

Field

The truck has heen sitting outside, sometimes in
the vard and somefimes in the road, so the owner
of the honse said something about putting the truek
into the “‘kitchen.” Friday, one of the boys came
and told me that he could help me, so we knocked
out a section of the wall of the **kitehen,' and put
in another removable section. We tied it with wires
for the time being, and expect to put hinges on it
later. It is a httle difficult to take the wall out of
the ““kitehen™ aud take the truck out and then take
it ont again to put the truck back. At least we have
the truck inside.

As we said, it has rained a great deal and we have
not been able to get around mueh in the country,
Now. we trust the weather will settle and we will be
able to get about better. The roads are very bad
and it takes lots of cusoline for the truck. The roads
are so muddy in osome places that many times we
must o in low gear or second.

We covet yowr prayers that much may be done
this winter in the salvation of lost souls here. The
Cuban work depends upon the Cubans really pray-
ing through amd being converted. We hope to see
some of them pray throngh to victory in the meetings
soon to be held.  We are expecting some of the hreth-
ren from Pennsylvania to be with us. Join with us
in prayer for a greaf revival campaign.

Your Missionaries, Rev. and Mrs. Paul 1. Eversole
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“Do the work of an evangelist, make full proof of thy ministry.” 2 Timethy 4:5.

Dangers To Deep Spirituality

Rev. Edgar A. Poe

“*“Wherefore let him that thinketh
he standeth take heed lest he fall.”’
I Cor. J0:12.

In a fallen world like this, there
can be nothing good that does not
have its special enemies. The closer
a soul lives to God, the more subtle
are the dangers and difficulties to
be overcome. To help those who
want to live a life of constant fel-
lowship with God, we want to notice some of the
points of danger to a spiritual life.

THE DANGER OF GETTING INTO BONDAGE
TO OUR OWN RELIGION

In passing through a erisis of great erucifision
and yielding up to God, the mind is apt to get di-
rected to some human measurements of sanctity, or
the imitating of some other good person, such as the
preacher you were saved under, and, under the ten-
sion of the hour, make rash vows, which are after-
ward impossible to carry out or are even unscriptural.
Other souls are in danger of being in hondage to re-
ligious seruples, and nothing will more completely
hinder the soul than this unfortunate sitnation since
it is the poliey of Satan to have folk substitute serup-
les for conscience. There is a world of difference
between Sceripture-enlightened conscience and the fie.
titious conscience, which is in constant dread of a
thonsand imaginary sins. A serupulous person is
constantly tormenting himself by askine, “*Shall 1
eat this or that? Shall T drink this or that? Shall
I wear this, with its extra buttons or lace? (Could T
ride a Pullman with the Lord’s approval, or must [
take a coach and give the money to Missions, sinee
sonme preacher missionary said so? Shall T make a
fire on Sunday to keep warm? Can T use perfume?’”
cocand sooon ad infinitym concerning a lot of other
sernples which the Bible does not mention or touch
on, but leaves to our common sense. A preacher who
had to ¢ross a ferry to preach at his chureh listened
one Sunday morning to the enemy whisper, ““You've
crossed the ferry on Sunday: you're backslidden.™
He went to church that morning and told his people
he was backslidden, and asked them all to come and
pray with him. Ile finally discovered it was only the
Devil trying to make a laughing stock of him, IFf
a soul gets into bondage to his own Holiness, there
is no telling what foolish estremes their seruples will
carry them. Many have done nothing wrong in the

sight of God, yet come to a biz doubt as to their ex-
perience with God, because of some notion. It is pos-
sible to tangle our thinking until onr spiritual lives
become one big maze of DO'S and DON'T'S, instend
of a peaceful walk with Christ. T sonls depend on
personal religion, God will find some way to smash
the idol, as Tle wants us to love Him, instead of our
own vows or onr Holiness,
TIHE DANGER
OF A SPIRIT OF EXCLUSIVENESS

This is the spirit of thinking we have fo have per-
sons that have been saved as long as ourselves for
our close association. This results in a grouping to-
wether with these people info a clique, where only
charter members’ views are accepted. It is admitted
that this danger faces the spiritual people of all ages,
but when we get into deeper union with God and our
whole lives are dissolved in love, we can have an
ocean of sympathy for those in any degree of grace,
even if some are not on the way as long as we are,
or have the degree of light that has come onr way.

TIHE DANGER
OF ASPIRATION TO LEADERSHIP

If a soul is useful, he wmust be in some sense a lead-
er of souls. People. who af one time were so humble
that it was a cross to assume leadership even in a Y.
P. meeting or a Prayer Meeting, beeome accustomed
to being at the front fn the meetings and finally
come to the conclusion that they are beorn leaders.
and should alwavs be in an office of some sort; this
leads to “*wire-pulling.”” T have heard some say the
church was cooline-off because they were not elected,
seeing they counted themselves the most spivitual
Again, this spirit leads to self-complaceney, so thaf
there is a seeret joy in the exercise of authority, and
there is a entting-off of evervone that would eross o
hinder them from exerting their full authority (?)
‘When this is manifest in preachers of the Gospel, 11
develops into a dictatorship so that peoplo éannor &7F
to visit a revival withont seeking permission. op
lose () grace from their hearts.
who is fit to be a spiritual leader is one
whose heart is not the least set upon it., and
who fills the place of a leader with a wmeek spirit,
utterly free from eanvy and jealousy, and who seeroet-
ly trembles with every additional power couferred
upon him. Keep in a place where there is none of
self, but Christ living in the soul, until it can be

plse

The only person

siid

Continued on Puge 7
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YOUTH’S MESSAGE

“Remember now lhy Crealor in the days of thy youth.” Ecclesiastes 12:1.
The Anonymous Coal Deal

Misg Ellen Bressler

Part T

O1d Jake Darby was shiftless, everybody said so,
bat when he was acensed of receiving stolen goods
everyone opened his month in protest and closed it
with a snap when Jake in a bewildered kind of way
““reckoned it was so."’

What kind of mess was this anyway? Jake thonght
as he sat with his face in his hands. Only a week
before his wife, Sally, had gone to church as she al-
ways had. ‘“‘Prayer Meeting, bah! let her go, but
not me,”" he had thonght just as a knock sounded at
the door. Tn the twilight was standing a man whom
he was sure he had seen before somehow just eould-
n’t remember.

“Mr. Darby,”" a kind, well-modulated voice said,
“T've bronght you some coal. T thought you may
need it for it's getting cold. It's a gift from one of
yvour wife’s friends but don’t tell her. Will you
help me nnload it? T have quite a trip to make fo-
night.”” :

Jake, thankful for the ecoal, got his shovel and
started to work with a will. When the coal was un-
loaded, with a qunick handelasp and a ““(God bless
you'' the stranger was gone.

When Sally returned, she praised the Lord for
answered prayer for both had wondered where the
winter’s supply of coal was to eome from.

Two days later a rumor was going around the
small town of Cardmont. The weight slips at the
local coal and iee dealer’s scale showed three tons
of coal had passed for which there was no record of
payment. One workman remembered putting three
ton on a truck for a customer he had seen there fre-
quently. The customer had hurried away with the
words flung over his shoulder, ““I’'ll see the ‘boss’
tomorrow and fix up the bill. T have a quick trip
to make,”” as though he were on good terms with the
bHoss. But—no one had come.

Gradually, two and two had been put together.
Jake’s rvather hesitant story of how he had received
't,ge coal was accepted. Through his wife’s church
Feiends charges were deferred until more evidence
could be brought.

o L] 2 L L

Rey. Corlin, pastor of the ehurch where Sally re-
gnlarly attended, settled back into the seat of the
fruck with a sigh of contentment. Tis plans had
succeeded better than he had hoped. He had left
the assistant pastor in charge of the ¢hurch. He had
delivered the coal to his parishioner Sally Darby's
home. She surely was a fine woman, he mused. 1t

was a

well, shiftless. He was sure Jake had not recognized
him and that Sally would mnot discover he had
brought the coal.

It only this trip were over! He would phone bavk
to his friend the ice dealer the first thing in the morn-
ing if he found he could not return. ITe wished he
had the ear, but it was still in the garage so he started
with the truck direetly from Darby’s.

Suddenly his thoughts were interrupted. A car,
apparently wreeked, lay across the road. He slammed
on his brakes and brought the truek to an abrupt
halt. As he stepped from the truck to see if any-
one were injured something hit him on the head.
Dimly he heard the roar of the truck and then every-
thing was black.

Rather grogeily Rev. Corlin stared at the bright
light shining upon him. Where was he? and what
was he doing here? Something sticky was all over
his eves, and he had a funny taste in his mouth.
What was that light? He heard a voice ask, ‘“ What
is vour name and address?’" His own voice (or was
it his?) replied *°T don't know.”" Then the big light
faded out again.

The police looked at each other. “He's out for
good now, There are no papers in his pockets. Iv-
idently the robbers abandoned this wreek and took
whatever he had.”” They looked at the tracks where
the ¢uick stop had marked the macadam. A dual-
wheel truek. They phoned for an ambulance and
rushed on their way. Fifty miles south they found
the truck with a flat tire but again their quarry had
flown.

The assistant pastor read the paper. Wasn't that
Rev. Corlin’s liscense number? THe had taken the
laree truck and no word had been heard from him
since.  Yes, it must be! He hurried to the hospital
and found Rev. Corlin white and still—unconseions.

(Contimed next month.)

—— =TT yEa——————

TRUE MANLINESS

r Continued grom Page 1 ¢
fidence and esteem of the virtuous and the good in

the community in which we live; especially, “*Show
thyself a man,”” by proving by your own sobriety
"and virtue, that you are worthy of their regard and
love. So then after we have followed peace with all
mien, gained the confidence of some, it will be an
easy matter to have revivals, see the church built
up numerically and spiritually. ‘‘Therefore let us
consider one another to provoke unto love and to

e, e
shame her husband was so indifferent, and— aood works,



DANGERS TO DEEP SPIRITUALITY
Continued from Page 5
with Paul, who was the greatest of all brethren, I

am the “‘least of the apostles,”
TIE DANGER
OF RELIGIOUS LEGALITY
In other words there are souls who are so eager
to grow in grace that they want to be extra good, by
being extra plain or extra old-fashioned. They will
take extra pains to make themselves look odd, or
as they call themselves, ‘‘speckled birds.” They
feel that the plain old-fashioned Holiness of loving
God with all their hearts is not enough, for they are
melined to take on things that will indicate a higher
religion, whereupon such souls become prey to a
whole pack of Satan’s hounds. They soon run back
into .JJudaism. It is just as wrong to take up the
fashions and fads of years gone by, as to do the same
with those of today. One preacher was told he should
not wear a neck tie, for Wesley never wore one. The
preacher replied, **No, Wesley never wore a tie. but
he did wear a POWDERED WIG.”' Some of the
women will go around boasting, ‘1 had the longest
dress there at the camp meeting,”’ as if that made
them the holiest; it isn’t the outward appearance
that eounts as much as does the hidden man of the
heart, and people notice it without Your having to
call attention to it or boast of it. PPaul mentions this
type that get into bondage to new moons, sabbaths.
and to various baptisms, as well as to their food and
clothes. Tle remarked that he was afraid for them
lest all his labors among them would be in vain,
There are hundreds of just such poor, silly sheep to-
day, who think they must Jump out of the elover
field of pure, boundless love to God and their fel-
lows and eet into a briar patch of outward legalism
in order to show-off their extra piety. But they in-
varinbly lose their sweet beace, and become argu-
mentative, distressed in mind, confused in faith. and
wear a haggard look on their faces,
THE DANGER
OF THE SPIRIT OF “TOUCHINESS"
This is manifested by a feeling of being “miffed”’
or of being ‘“‘hurt” when corrected or warned by a
friend. When a man gets to the place where he will
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not receive eriticism or advice from his elders, he has
lost all his wsefulness in God’s service. In every
single gathering there ave, or seem to be, people who
are very bright in religious experience, Yyet are in-
capable of receiving sober counsel as to some blund-
er, and become vesed or sullen. Such persons need
a revelation from God that the only eure for being
“iffed’ is to be ntterly dissolved in Divine charity,
where we love God and everybody with sueh a sweet
and impartial spirit. that we care nothing for our
own feelings and can receive advice and reproof from
others in real humility and thanksgiving,

There are many other dangers that beset the path-
way of the soul as we journey up the mountains of
grace, but if we constantly avoid all the foregoing
evils, we will rapidly take on the image of Christ
Jesus, and lead many others to Him. May this all
cur ransomed souls engage in a never-ending fight

to make Heaven our home.
e —

THE QUESTION OF THE HOUR
Continued fx-g:m. Paga. 2
cause of the church: the missionaries can starve, the

pastor can work, the evangelist can pray it in,
and the home missionary ean be supported by some
other group. Al these terrible thonghts £ill the
minds of some poor professors. Awake, all ye that
love our God, and rally to the need of the churcehes.
Hear the word from Ieaven telling us to: “*Bring
ye ALL the tithes into the storehouse, that there
may be meat in mine house, and prove me now here-
with, saith the Lord of hosts, if T will not open. yon
the windows of heaven, and pour you out a blessing,
that there shall not be room enough to receive it.'
(Malachi 3:10).
WORD FROM THE LORD ON
BRATIONALITY

In the greatest chapter in the Word, regarvding
Love, and proper Christian ethies, we read: ** (Char-
ity) Doth not behave jtself unseemly.’” (I Cor. 13;
5). This should be a reminder to all Christian
workers and laity alike, to be sure to stay in the
Spirit.

One action out of the Spirit may forever
rain an influence, which might have proved valuable

Continued on Page 8§

Evangelists’ Slates

Confer, Dean
(Home Address,
Pa.)
Missionary trip to Cuba.
Gospel Musical Caravan—
(Rev. Paul Light and Rev. Nor-
man Jacobs)
(Home Address, R. D., Palmer-
ton, Pa.)

Herr, Russell T.
Beech Creek,

Straub, George I.

12,

17-Apr. 2.

(Home Address, Richfield, Pa.)

(Home Address, Penns Creek, Pa.)
Muncy, Pa. (P. H. Ch.) March i-

Frackville, Pa, (Ch. of God) Mar.

Frantz, Thomas E.

(Home Address, 635 Susque-
hanna Ave., Sunbury, Pa.)
Fittsburgh, Pa—Feh. 27-Mar. 5.

Potistown, Pa—Mar. 7-19.

Clinon, Pa. (P. H. ICh.) Mar. 21-
Apr. 2.

Mileshurg, Pa., (God's Mission-

2 ary Ch.) April 4-16.
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Hints And Helps For Preachers

Continued from December Issue.

“Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly

dividing the word of truth.”” TI Tim. 2:15.

Rev. Geo. 1. Straub

(Contivued from February issue)
Rev. Gegrge I. Straub

IT Timothy 2:15: *‘Study to shew thyself approved
unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed,
rightly dividing the word of truth.”

Paul in his letter to his son in the Gospel reminds
Timothy of his ministerial duties and the oreat re-
spensibility that rests upon every God-called minis-
fer and evangelist. Tn ovder to safeguard himself
and the church against false teachers and erroncous
doetrines. which sought to undermine and to capti-
vate the minds and hearts of the young converts,
Timothy is encouraged to both search and study the
Seriptures, and to absorb the Word of Life into his
owit heart until he was able to rightly divide the
Word of God, separating truth from error. The
atheist’s doetrine is seemingly seriptural and taken
from the Bible. {(Ps. 14:1)..**There is no God'’).
This has been the foundation upon which Voltaire,
Paine, and all other atheists have stood. A recent
news reporter stated we have a million such atheistie,
God-defying people in the U. 8. A. However, they
have failed to read the entive verse, which reads as
follows: ““The fool hath said in his heart, there is no
God.”" To quote this wonld place them in the cata-
zory of a fool. 'The writer has in his possession a
letter written by an atheist which is too vile for pub-
lication. However, I feel it would be well to pass
along a few statements, which may help our minis-
ters and evangelists to know more fully how to cope
and attack this false doctrine which has originated
in the pits of Hell. The writer of this letter claims
God was an adulterer, Mary a fallen woman, and Je-
stis the son of a prostitute. TTow ean our nation live
and enjoy the blessing of a righteous God and dove-
tuil and coincide with Communism and its allies?

The Wise man in Proverbs 6:27, 28, confronts the
reader with a vital question: “C‘an a man take five
in his bosom, and his clothes not be burned? (‘an
one go upon hot coals, and his feet not be bhurned ™
The uestion conveys an impossibility to our hearts
and minds and also infers there is daneer of com-
promising Bible standards to make our cliurch pop-
ular. The c¢haotic condition of our nation can largely
he attributed to a fallen ministry,
will never vise above their leaders and spiritual ad-
The eyes of the present-day prophets ave
The cry, ““Oh God,

give me sonls ere T die,” is no longer the ery of their

Congregations

VISOrs,

no longer dimmed with fears

hearts. The sheep are turned over to the world, the
prayer services discontinued, while the pastors go to
the club house, howling allies, eard parties, and
theatres, The Ladies Aid is left to put on soup sup-
pers, rummage sales, and the like to help support the
chiireh, as the sheep are under-nonrished and unahle
(or unwilling) to produce sufficient wool to keep
up the running expense of the ehurch.

The yardstick of truth has been shortened, the old
landmarks uprooted, standards lowered, until the
church amd the world appear very muech alike. So-
cials, suppers, and games have been substituted to
attract onr young folk until the very Spirit Himself
lias been barred from the church. One pastor said
it was very difficult for him to retain his position
as pastor and ery against the popular sins of the day,
as his congregation was largely made up of sin-loving
people.  Much depends on whether the minister is
a hireling, or a God-called and Spirit-filled preach-
er. How different are many of the big D. D.’s of
this day and age from what Paul admonished his
pupil to be: **I charge thee therefore before God,
and the Lord Jesus Christ, who shall judge the quick
and the dead at his appearing and his kingdom ;
Preach the Word: be instant in season. out of sea-
sun; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering
and doctrine.  For the time will come when they
will not endure seund doctrine: but after their own
lusts, shall they heap to themselves teachers, having
itching ears; And they shall turm away their ears
from the truth. and shall be turned nnto fables.'’

(To be continved)

— g T

THE QUESTION OF THE HOUR
Continued from Page 7
to the canse of Christ. Need we say more here?
WORD FROM THE LORD ON
REWARDS

“Heneelorth there is laid up for me a erown of
righteonsness, which the Lord, the richteous judze,
shall give me af that day: and not to me only. but
unto all them also that love Ilis appearing.”” (2
Tim. 4:8), Thos said the Apostle to the Gentiles
as he closed a suecessful ministry on earth, and en-
tered into a heaveuly rest, being spurred on throuczh
life by the word from the Lord oy REWARDS.
Keep on, Christian Friends, REWARDS will be ours

sonte day. . .maybe soon.
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The Unmovable and Perpetual Saints

Rev. William Sullivan

Owe theme suggests two beautiful thoughts to our
mind.

Fipst, the STABILITY of the children of God
and secondly, the ETERNAL ABIDING PLACE for
the saint of Goql.

Turning to the writings of David in Psalm 15:1
we find there a question that shonld be of vital im-
portance to every son of Adam, ‘“‘Lord, who shall
abide in thy tabernacle? who shall dwell in thy holy
hill?**  Then in beautiful phraseology in the next
thres verses the weiter proceeds to answer that same
(question in no uneertain tones, giving us a picture
of the thoughts and actions of a mature Christian
who has been thoroughly regenerated and entirely
sanctified. Then in the consumation of that short
but sweet message in the fifth verse he says that ** e
that doeth these things shall never be moved."’

In these days of ever changing scenes when king
doms are tottering and the governments of man are
crumbling, it is refreshinge to think of something that
is steadfast and seeure,

The psalmist heve in deseribing the citizen of heav-
en in Psalm 1 says “He is blessed.”” Praise the
Lord for that blessed state whereby man can be
grounded and secured to the Rock of Ages from whom
all blessings flow. If we want fo he a eitizen of heaven
were told here we should seek the fellowshin of the
righteous. walking in the counsel of godly men and

in the light that shineth on onr pathway, delighfine

ourselves in the law of the Lord for we're told to
Reek first the kingdom of God and his vighteons-
ness and all these things shall he added unto us.”’

The unmovable saint shall bring forth frait in his
season and when persecution arvises he shall still re
tain his integrity amdl his tetimony that the blood
He is
promisad prosperity in his soul and the care of the
heavenly Father for **The Lord knoweth the way
of the righteous, but the way of the ungodly shall
poerish.™

Now in the enistles we look to find the background
of the second part of our message—TIIE PERPET-
UAL SAINTS. | John 2:15-17 we notice some in-
structions that are beneficial to the child of God.
““Love not the world, neither the things that are in
the world. I any man love the world, the love of the
Father ix not in him. For all that is in the world,
the Tust of the flesh, and the lust of the eves, and the
'pridv of life. is not of the Pather, but is of the world.
And the world passeth away, and the lust thereof:
but he that doeth the will of God abideth forever.™

IHere we have the thought sugeested to our minds

still eleanses from all sin. praise the Lopd.

of the perpetual existanee of man, the mutability of

this present world, the immutability of God and of
the untading eternal life which we shall inherit and
enjoy in the presence of God when all of the re-
decmed shall sit at the feet of Jesus while the ages
of eternity voll on, singing praises to the Lamb that
was slain before the foundations of the world.

The apostle Paul, who willingly suffered many
things for the eause of Christ, bears out this thought
in his message found in Romans the eighth chapter.
**Who shall sepavate us from the love of Christ? shall
tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine,
or nakedness, or peril, or sword? As it is written,
For thy sake we arve killed all the dav long: we are
aceounted as sheep for the slanghter. Nay, in all
these things we are more than conquerors through
him that loved us. For 1 am persnaded, that neith-
er death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor
powers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor
height, nor depth nor any other creature, shall be
able to separate us from the love of God, which is
in Christ Jesus our Lord.”” Ok, hallelujah. do yon
believe ITis promises Christian friend? TIf you do,

then let us look unto Ilim for ITe is faithful that
prontised,

IN ANSWER T0O
PRAYER GOD
CALLS MORE
WORKERS TO
WORK IN THE
WHITE IT A R-
VEST TFIELDS.
Read their testi-
monies. Pray for
them. Pray for the

funds to come in

that they may
soon be on the field
to join Rev. and

Mis. Eversole in
the work in ('uba,
Dirvect your offer-
ings for the Sulli-

vaus to Rev. .Jo-
tev, and Mrs. William Sulli-  seph TToffman,
van. Out-going Missionaries to  Forelen  Mission-

(b, Address them : 2300 Lin-  ary Treasurver, R.

coln Ave,, Pt. Pleasant, W. Va. D. Elizabsthville

Pa. A receipt will

be retirned to yon at onee. Thank you for all yon

have done, and may God bless your efforts as you
read these lines. —Editor



Page 10

What is Life?

Mr. Sumner Musser

The above question is a diffienlt one for any human
being to answer, and the only logical answer is to be
found in the Divine Revelation, which is the Bible.
Do you have a Bible at hand? If so, please turn to
Genesis 2:7, where we read, ‘‘And the Lord God
formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed
into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became
a living soul.™

Yes, (God breathed into the nostrils of man the
breath of life. But what can this life be _compared
to! I am confident (and I think you will agree with
me) that James 4:14 is to answer to our important
question.  Preceding the last clause in James 4:14,
the writer asks a question, similar to ours. e asks,
oy what is your life?’’, and then he continues by
answering the question in the latter elause. *‘It is
¢ven a vapour, that appeareth for a little time, and

is a terrible price to pay.

TFriend, what is your motive this very moment
Are vou going to live a life that is self-centered vain,
which will only come to endless woe? Why not live
the life that is eentered in Jesus, the Christ of the
(‘ross, Who because of our sins, gave His life that
vou and I might be saved? Reader, the Blood of Jesns
is the only atonement for our sins. Think well about
the way you are traveling now. Are you on the road
to Heaven? Are you on the road to perdition (Hell)?
Remember, Jesus said, ‘T am the way, the truth, and
the life’'—the breath of God—our life. A Christ-
centered life will be worth more than you or your
writer can ever receive in this life.

Bditor’s Note: We are glad for this message by
our Bro. Sonny Musser. He is a loeal preacher, and

then vanisheth away.”

You may ask the guestion, **Why did God create

we wish him God's best.
— e Y —— O

“Our suceess in life depends not upon our abund-

us if life is but as a vapour?’’ Above all reasons gnt resources so much, as upon the right use of
that man may eive I believe that the predominate {lmy. "’

veason is that God wanted beings that
would worship Him and with whom Ile
could fellowship. We read in the Bible
that onr Creator is a jealous God, and
desires to be worshipped by human in-
tellicence, as a heart relationship, which
18 required of every man, woman, boy,
and girl—mo one excluded.

Seeing we owe our lives to our Crea-
tor and that He desires our worship,
let ns think about Him a moment. First
we will note. (1) ITe is plural in form
ta) Cod (Father) (b) Jesus (Son)
(¢) Holy Ghost (Holy Spirit, or the
Spirit of God). Second, we will notice
that ITe is infinite, that is to say, there
is no limit to His power or knowledge.
As such an almighty God, He is more
than worthy of the worship and adora-
tion that the most holy individuals that
ever lived could give Him in a life
time, by worshipping Him in spirit and
in truth .

So we, human beings with a finite
mind, because onr power and knowledge
4s limited, have a great responsibility
upon us to fill the duty and task of our
lives. We can live for Jesus which will
glorify God and also bring profit to
our soul, or we can live just for this
world, which will please the Devil, but
in the end will cost us our soul, which

[PrRE R e s SRR R e R R R R R R R R

St. Mark 12:43,—“This poor widow hath cast more in than all they.”

A Mite Lacking,—Maybe

There's some portions of the Bible that are taken seriously,
But others, though important, left untouched, as yon shall see.
Now the story of the widow, as she gave her “mite” that day,
Seems to be a help to many, and they take it as their way.

S0 they seem a “mite” religious, ’specially when the preachers ‘round,
But they say, they're awinl busy, and they have to farm thar ground.
Though they do a “mite” of going, and they give a “afite’ as well,—
Yet they haven't been to church or Sunday School for quile 2 spell.

Baby’s iust a “mite” too young to take to church, “and such, you
know,"”’

But to every worldly gathering in the neighborhood they go.

Oh, they do a “mite” of talking; of excuses thiere's no end.

So the preacher “knows his stuff,” and does his best not to offend.

When at last they've been persuaded, and they're seated in the pew,
Well, they seem a ‘“‘mite” indifferent, and a little sleepy too,—

So they do a “mite” of noddin’, as they look the meetin' o'er,

And you'd think perhaps they’d never been in such a place before.

Preacher seems a “mite” excited, and some of the people too,

But they guess it's nothing serious, surely he does n0t mean “you,”

Then there's something comes across you, and your eyes fill up with
tears,

Such a “mite” that you've been doing, all along, down through the
years.

“Mite” of giving; “mite” of going, how indifferent; unconcerned;
But the Spirit now is striving, and your heart within you yearns,
If vou have but “mites” to offer, as your way you here pursue,
Just a “mite’” of a chance of Heaven He might have to offer you.

Composed Oct. 20, 1949, by Marlin E. Moore, Pastor of the Zerby
Church.



NEWS FLASHES ON THE POPE

According to recent vencris, thz
FPope in Rome is trying hard to de-
c¢ide wvhether the Virgin DJMary's
body actuually ascended to heaven
with her soul. He has out
questionairres to many high church-
men of his faith to deermine
their opinions. What Le on
the mat.er will decide the cuestion

gent

Suys

for all Catholics the world over.
The whole Catholic woill s dis-
turbed about the guesiion, -and

wise men scracch their heads to see
just what could be thle correct ans-
weyr. They could find out if they
would gmply consult the Gospel of
her Son: “Flozh and blood cannot
inherl: the Kingdom of God.”
Tha wmagazines have pictured
the Pope at the beautiful door,
knocking with a jeweled hammer,
which then slides open with the aid
of block and tackle to reveal a rich-
ly decormtad auditorium, into which
he enters, proclaiming 1950 as Holy
Year. One can almost see his puz
zled expression as he knocks on the
Golden Gate of heaven, but finds
no wire pullers on the inside fo
swing the block and tackle to let
him in. Selected (SW)

HITHERTO HATH THE LORD
HELPED

It Thappened
during one of the
campaigns in the city of Philadel-
vhia. The entire city was heing
shaken by the power of God, and
people of all faiths were opening
their doors to the daily prayer
meetings, and God was moving in
on the hearts in a most gracious

many years ago,
Billy SNunday

way. Churches had all closed their

doorza and were supporting the re-
vival mesting=, conducted along
old-fashioned lines, and numbers

of citizens were “hitting the saw-
10 the prayey rooms.

‘ney wels a proud coupie, en-
tirely taken up with the tmugs of
LS old worla, and yeo not sads-
ied with the pleasures of sin.  A-
bout the tume of (he inception of
tne Sunday campaign they had de-
cxaed vo give up serving the world,
wnd were groping for the True Way
witen suddenly they were caught in
the whivlpodl of Gospel conviction,
and made their way to the mee.-
ings, went forward, and made a
break witlh sin.

Shortly afterward, while praying
in their home, Gl broke in on
them in a wonderful way and they
were Seripturally saved. The hus-
band at once felt the Lord calling
kim into the mindsiry, so . away
went their new home they had loved
go much.

Many year; had rolled by since
that first experience with God, and
the godly wife, now waking alone
down the pathway of life as her
husband had preceded her, wander-
ed down the same street where sha
had lived when she was converted.
Such a longing came to her as she
passed the old home, that she could
not supress the desire to walk to
ihe door, and ask for entrance.
She was greeted by a woman of
foreign descent, plainly a Catholic.
After a wonderful time testifying
to the precious mother, who could
searcely write her name in English,
the elderly sister knelt in prayer,
amd found heaven close, rising from
her knees she found the dear Cath-
olge woman, looking on in wonder,
her face bathed in tears of convie-
tion. So deep was the impression
ntade that day, that the Catholie
family wrote the Christian lady re-
quesing prayer for a relative, and
expressed faith in the God who had
led her to their home.

—The Soul Winner

WSy Lieaar ”
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THE POWER OF THE VOICE
OF PRAYER :

H

She wasn't sleeping, bul seemed
to see a wision. Husband had gone
to anbther town, and sent for he

fto come, but didn't give a sireet
address, but she set oul for the
town, nevertheless, On  reaching

iha eommunity her  husband  had
mentioned, she wandeved down the
main street and into the residential
district, seemingly - being led by
some power other than her own
judgmsnt. TFrom lovely mansion to
beautiful bungalow she wandered
ever pressing forward in seareh of
her husband.

Fina'ly, she was led by the scund
of someone calling into the open
country, where she saw neay little
cottages, and strong, handsome
ferm homes. Yet, on and on she
walked, being led she knew nod
where, by the sound of someone
calling 'her name.

At last as the vo'ce seemed to gef
Iouder, she neared an old mill, out-
side of which sat a large group of
men, scoffing and lavghing at a
man, inside the mill, who was carn-
estly engaged in prayer. She re-
cognized the voice as the voice of
her husband. She gained entrance
to the old mill, and was helped up
the stairs to a large room by her
husband, who discovered her pres-
ence, where she beheld a room filled
with beautiful lamps that glowed so
brightly with a strange sort of
warmth. At this point she was re-
stored to her senses, and rose i%
thank God for the lesson in object,
of the Voice of Prayen calling hes
throuzh ewvery other obstacle snd
the scoffing of the men outside (he
old mill into a place where shined
the light, with the warmth of pray-

er. —The Soul Winner

HOME-SICK FOR HEAVEN

“Iaving a desire to depart.”” Her beautiful gray
hair crowned a once-beautiful countenance, and firm,
strong features were ealmly relaxed as she lay listen-
ing fo the songs of the visitors, as they sang of heaven
and the meeting and re-union there in the skies.
Songs of the redeemed saints of God brounght tears
trickling down the aved. wrinkled c¢heeks, and tired
hands strugeled and finally sneceeded to wipe them

away.

drow sy very near.

ing. “*0Oh, I'm homesick for heaven.

Heads were bowed in prayer and again God

Then she began to testify, sav-

1’'m so homesick

for heaven. My father and mother

and Tive brothers with my huband are over there,

just lying here

and thex ave all redeemed. T stood by their sides and:
watehed them all pass over the line of woirlds,

T

waiting for the home-ward call ™

Thus, again. was repeated the home-sick ery of an
aged saint: “having a desire to depart.’

man is right,
place appointed

Dear Brother,

T

Put the law of God into the heart, and the whole
There is where the law shonld be, for
there it lies, like the tables of stone in the avk. in the

for it. In the head it puzzles, on

the back it burdens, in the heart it upholds.”

¢, TI. Spureean
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AMONG OUR CHURCHES — ANNOUNCEMENTS & REPORTS

REPORTS

God’s Missionary Church of Zerhy. Pa.

We are glad of the good report we have to send
in to the Standard family this month. This writing
finds us in Revival, with souls seeking and finding
the Lord, some for saving, and other for sanetifying
grace.  Attendance has been very good, with many
new faces, and also many of our other church folks
co-operating in special messages in song, and assist-
ing at the altar services, for which we are very erate-
ful. Good attention was given to the messages which
were brought for the most part by Rev., Homer A.
Smith of Williamsport, who preached powerful Gos-
pel truth under the anointing of the Holy Ghost.
We are continning indefinitely as the Lowd leads.

and souls continue to seek salvation. A nmmber of

our ministers have visited us, and from time to time
participated in the services. We truly praise God
for the answered prayers of the saints, and trust the
Lord for a gloricus future for our people at Zerby.
tev. Marlin E. Moore, Pastor

God’s Missionary Church of Mileshurg, Pa.
The ehurch enjoyed good services recently with the
Rev. Russell T. Herr winistering as the special speak-
er in 4 series of week-end meetings. The chureh was
blessed and encouraged by the faithful ministry of
our Brother Tierr., He certainly preached under the
anvinting of the Spirit, and many hearts were helped,
we do believe. Pray for the work here. as we know
God is working.
Rev. C. William Rachau, Pastor

ANNOUNCEMENTS

NOTE: Due to an oversight, last month’s edition
was headed, January, when it really should have been
February., Sorry for the mistake. Hope it has not
confused any reader.

: —Editor

COMING SOON: Revival services at God's Mis- |

sionary Chureh, Milesburg, from April 4-16. The
evangelist is the Rey. Thomas B.. Frantz of Sunbury,
Pa. Te will be assisted in singing by Mr. William

R. Hess of Grier City, Pa. Plan now to visit with us
at this time. Wateh for onr full announcement
next month.,

Rev. €. "W. Rachau, Pastor

NOTE: with April's edition many of the sub-
seriptions will expire, so get your remewal in at
onee, so as to not uiiss one single issue of the Stand-
ard. Cards will be sent to every subseriber whose
subseription expirves. —Bditor

THE TESTIMONY OF AN EMPTY SEAT

Continued from Page 3
come, except there come a falling away first” (2

Thess. 2:3). Surely, we are living in those days.
GLEANINGS FROM THE “EMPTY-SEAT"
TESTIMONIES

Before closing this message, dear reader, allow me
to present the testimonies of four empty seats. T see
an enipty pew up front to my left. “‘Empty pew,
testify,’” T ecommand. ‘‘T am not here hecause T
overslept. 1 stayed up late last night, and spent the
most of the night merely loafing at the village store.
1 listened to the cowhoy programs on the radio until
1:30 a. m., and therefore I am absent.”” Empty pew
Number Two testifies: I am not here, hecause I
don't like the way the preacher preaches. He speaks
of things that T don’t like to hear. T refuse to line-
up to God’s Word, and 1 have decided to stay home.”’

Enipty Seat Number Three: ‘T stayed home because

I didn’t get elected to an office in the church. If
that's all I mean to the church (sniff, sniff, boo,
hoo!) T’ just stay home.”” Empty Seat Number
Four: “1 stayed home because 1 don't like Brother
J. and Sister X. Everytime they are in the meetings,
I cannot get blessed, so I feel T am better off at home,
(growl.) "

I see another great occasion spoken of in Luke 13:
29. .. **And they shall come from the east, and from
the west, and from the north, and from the south, and
shall sit down in the kingdom of God.”" Hearken,
Brother and Sister, if you are not there at this great
meeting and home-coming, yonr loved ones and the
Saviour will miss yon: ““Thon shalt be missed be-
cause thy seat will be empty.””

Moore says,
““There are two ways of becoming brethren, through
the blood of parents, or through the Blood of Christ,"



