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“The Personal Presence of Jesus”™
Rev. Victor Glenn

“And Jesus entered and passed
through Jericho. And, behold,
there was a man named Zaccheus,
which was the chief among the
publicans, and he was rich. And he
sought to see Jesus who he was;
and could not for the press, be-
cause he was little of stature. And
he ran before, and climbed up into
a sycamore treé to see him: for
he was to pass that way. And w
Jesus came to the place, he looked
up, and saw him, and said unto
him, Zaccheus, make haste, and
come down; for today I must abide
at thy house.”

I would like to stress especially
the words, “and when Jesus came
to the place, he looked up, and saw
him.” As we read this passage of
seripture we find Zaccheus, the
tax collector with Christ. Being a
tax collector, he was looked down
upon by the Jews. Those gathering
taxes for the Romans were consid-
ered to be traitors. They looked
down upon him and sometimes
some suggested the thought that
he was a dog. When Jesus passed
by that day, he saw a man with
tremendous possibilites. He saw a
man that might be the devil’s cast
off but through the marvelous
grace of God he could be a par-
taker of the divine nature of God
and could have a place in the hea-
venly Kingdom. Yes I am glad that
Jesus Christ can look beneath the
exterior. He can look bevond the
appraisal that man may place upon
another man. He can look beneath
the surface and see what actually
exists in the heart and life of man,
for He knows us even better than
we know ourselves. I'm glad He
breaks the power of sin and sets

the prisoners free. His blood avails
for me.

Let us notice what Christ sees
when He looks at man. When He
looked at Zaccheus, He saw that
he had a needy heart. He had an
anxiety and a vacuum in his heart
that the things he possessed had
not satisfied. That was the reason
he was desirous of meeting Christ.
The song writer says, ‘Down in
the human heart crushed by the
tempter, feelings lay buried that
grace can restore.” Yes, within
man is that cry after God. The
things will not satisfy, the mater-
1al possessions will not fill this
vacuum. Sometimes this need is
awakened within the man by a
gentle influence of a mother. Some-
times it is awakened by a song.
Sometimes it may be awakened by
an invitation to Christ. Sometimes
it may be awakened by a message
that is preached. Here is a man
that Christ sees within him a need
that all of his possessions has fail-
ed to satisfy. The Christ and Christ
alone, could fill that need in his
heart. My friend, I am undoubtedly
writing to many now that have
tried so many things and they have
failed to accomplish the thing that
you have desired. Jesus Chr ist and
He alone can satisfy. Then when
Jesus looked at man, He saw he
had a deathless soul, man has an
eternal soul. This soul is worth
more than all things in this world.
The devil, is bidding after the souls
of so many and they are selling
out so cheap.

Think of Judas selling out for
thirty pieces of silver, and others
for public opinion and the good
will of the crowd. We feel they
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have sold out so cheaply. May 1
ask you my friend, have you sold
out for less? Undoubtedly, some
who are reading this just now have
not received that much to sell
Jesus Christ, He saw a person with
a deathless soul. Beloved, that is
what we need to be conscious of
as we minister the words of God,
as we labor on radio broadecasts, in
services and on the mission fields.
We are dealing with deathless
souls, souls that throughout all
eternity will live forever some-
where when the stars become dim,
when this world ceases to exist.
Regardless of whether it shall be a
soul of a rich individual or some
hottentot in Africa. Jesus Christ
realizes that every man possesses
a deathless soul.

He saw also a man that had a
life to save. Many wait until the
closing moments of their life span
to seek God. All they have to offer
Him is the burnt out ashes of a
mis-spent life. How wonderful it is
to give our soul to Him but also a
life of useful service to the Master.
Many have the wrong perspective
in this matter, they feel they want
to enjoyv themselves and they
couldn’t possibly enjoy themselves
except to live in sin. The devil has
blinded their understanding until
they feel there is absolutely no real
satisfaction in being a Christian.
I want to say, my friend, that is
not true. To give yourself com-
pletely, whole-heartily and fully
to Christ, you will find such a
sense of contentment and satisfac-
tion as you did not realize existed.
You will really begin to live when
you live for Jesus Christ—when
you turn yourself over to His
hands. I wonder, my friend, if you
have done thig yet. If not, why
not?
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The Marvelous Miracle,
A Mystery

St. John 3:1-21

How can a man be born when he
1s old ? This was the mystery which
Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews,
was unable to understand. He had
apparently been observing, from
a distance, the marvelous works of
Christ as He moved about from
the wedding in Cana of Galilee,
to Capernaum, and then to Jeru-
salem for the Passover. The mir-
acles which he performed convine-
ed many that He had truly come
from God. Among them was Nico-
demus, who was not content to
believe on Him and let Him pass
by, he wanted to get acquainted
with Him. It seems that He ar-
ranged for a private interview with
Jesus and that night was the mys-
teryv of a marvelous miracle re-
vealed.

Nicodemus knew that there was
something unusual about this man
Jesus but he was unable to grasp
what really made the difference,
by merely observing the miracles
which He did. Now he is standing
face to face with Jesus, not seeking
for physical healing for he was a
master of Israel, apparently well
and strong, but I believe he was
seeking to satisfy a secret inner
yearning. It was a very simple mat-
ter to follow the reasoning of
Jesus when He stated, “That which
is born of the flesh is flesh” but
it seemed so very difficult for him
to grasp the truth and follow the
reasoning of His next statement,
“That which is born of the Spirit
IS spirit.”

This is the point where Jesus has
drawn an unmistakable line of de-
marcation between the life of the
flesh and the life of the Spirit. I
am not referring to the nature of
humanity, but rather to the nature
of sin in fallen man. I recall dealing
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The Editor

with a man about his spiritual life
when in the course of reasoning I
quoted from II Corinthians 5:17
“If any man be in Christ, he is a
new creature: old things are pass-
ed away: behold all things are he-
come new.” In reply he sarcastical-
ly asked if I couldn’t drink water
or eat the same foods which I had
previously eaten. It is human na-
ture to hunger and thirst for that
which will nourish the physical
body. On the other hand, it is the
nature of sin to hunger and thirst
for that which is harmful to the
physical body and non-conforming
to the Spirit.

It isn't hard to live in the Spirit
if you are born of the Spirit, for
that which is born of the Spirit
ig spirit. ‘“This I say then, walk in
the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfill
the lust of the flesh. For the flesh
lusteth against the Spirit, and the
Spirit against the flesh: and these
are contrary the one to the other:"”
(Galatians 5:16 & 17) This is why
it is so important for you to be
born of the Spirit. They that live
in the flesh and mind the things
of the flesh, cannot please God.
“For all that is in the world, the
lust of the flesh, and the lust of
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the eyes, and the pride of life, is
not of the Father, but is of the
world.” (I John 2:16)

The nature of sin is manifested
in the works of the flesh such as
adultery, fornication, uncleanness,
lasciviousness, idolatry, witch
craft, hatred, variance, emulations,
wrath, strife, seditions, heresies,
envyings, murders, drunkenness,
revellings, robbery, and pride, or
anything else that falls into this
category. Paul states in his Epistle
to the Galatians that they which
do such things shall not inherit the
Kingdom of God. This should give
you a clearer understanding of
what Jesus meant when He said
to Nicodemus, “Except a man be
born again, he cannot see the king-
dom of God.”" You should be able to
readily recognize how very con-
trary these are the one to the other
(Continued on page 9)
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Honest Jonah

Jonah 1:12.

Jonah has a World wide reputa-
tion for being a slacker, both
among the Saints and sinners.

To some degree this text rolls
away, a goodly part at least, the
reproach from His name, and
gives Him credit for possessing a
brand of Transparent Honesty
that is rarely found in this world.

This lesson also teaches the im-
possibility of fleeing from God, so
give up your vain attempt now!

I FIRST: The Troubled Sea.
A. The sky was black; the light-

ening flashing, the wind blowing;
the Ship rocking.

a. Disobedience always leads into
troubled waters.

b. Jonah knew what the trouble
was, He could quickly tell them
why the sea was troubled, but He
is under no obligation to reveal the
secret to the crew.

c. He could have kept it a secret
as Achan, Ananias and Sapphira,
but His honestv would not permit
Him to cover up.

d. Every saved person in the
Kingdom of God, like Samson,
knows full well, what is xeqmred
of them to stand.

e. We do not kid ourself, and
I know we do not lead God on as
if He is not alert, and awake to
our spiritual standing with Him,
and you, that are dwarfing in your
soul, drifting from your spiritual
condltlon hindered in wyour woro-
gress. You do not need anyone to
tell you what it is; you already
know.

This is one of the many reasons
people become stirred when the
preacher declares where people
need to live to stand, and why so
many are not spiritual. They al-
ready know before He makes His
declaration of the “Holy Truth.”
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II. SECOND. The Toiling Sailors.

A. He knew he Himself was the
Achan, but he was too conscien-
tious to offer a prayer for others,
when he was out of Harmony with
God.

b. Sin in the soul is like Jonah in
the Ship. It turns the smoothest
water into a tempestuous sea.

¢. He was also too Honest to
blame anyone else for His own
transgression, but spoke in plain
words “T know for my sake this
great evil is upon you.” Jonah 1:12
He was like the Prodigal Son, “I
have sinned against heaven, and
in thy sight, and am no more
worthy to be called thy son.” Luke
15:21.

This is rarely found among fal-
len Humanity, they are about all
guilty of putting the blame on
everyone else, but confession us-
ually brings it Home where it be-
longs, "I am to blame, “I" have
sinned.”

d. And here is another truth
which cannot be over looked God
spares the prayerful penitent, a
truth which is illustrated in this
lesson.

II1. LAST: The Tempest Stilled

A. Another commendable fea-
ture in Jonah’s conduct. He did not
become offended when He was
brought face to face with the Is-
sue,

a. How often people when
brought to face the Troubled Seas,
leave the Toilers to toil on, instead
of staying with the ship and find-
ing the Jonah, and stilling the
Tempest.

b. He confessed and made things
right and was privileged to con-
duct the greatest three days re-
vival in the History of the church
world, where 120 thousand turned
to God, from the King's Throne
down to the beggar in the streets.
What would have been the results
if Jonah had failed to be Honest
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with the toiling Sailors, and His
own Soul?

1. The Sailors would have made
shipwreck, in a troubled sea, the
Cargo, (wares) had already been
thrown overboard.

2. He would have had to face 120
thousand Ninevites at the Judg-
ment, which He would have failed
to warn,

In Conclusion:

It will always pay to be Honest
with God, and your own soul for
after all His Disobedience, and
Delay, Jonah had to go back to
where He had left and start all
over. Are you running from God?
If you are you ean plan on running
into a troubled sea.

-—Roy Bellomy, Evangelist
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“The Truth Slipped
Out”

A small boy was on the witness
stand in an important lawsuit. The
prosecuting attorney cross-exam-
immed him, then delivered, he
thought, a crushing blow to the
testimony.

“Your father has been telling
you how to testify, hasn't he?”

“Yes,” the lad didn’'t hesitate
with the answer.

“Now,” said the lawyer trium-
phantly, “just tell us how your
father told you to testify.”

“Well,” the boy said modestly,
“father told me the lawyers would
try to tangle me in my testimony,
but if T would just be careful to
tell the truth, T could repeat the
same thing every time.” —Sel.

P
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“Live Up to Your
Calling: To Love”

A message delivered at the Sem-
inary Chapel by Dr. Charles D.
Stokes Visiting Professor of Mis-
sions at Asbury Theological Sem-
inary, Fall Quarter, 1964
“ ..as God has called you, live
up to your calling.”

—Ephesians 4:1b (NEB)

Through the years Christian
perfection has represented man’s
highest aspiration, but also his
greatest frustration In our time, I
think it may be said that it is
failure at this point which does
more than all else to discredit the
teaching concerning holiness and
to arouse opposition to it. The ob-
ligation is upon us, therefore, not
only to teach and preach, but even
more to live and practice these
fruths.

John Wesley, whom we look to
as the spiritual Father of Metho-
dism and of the Holiness Move-
ment, stated that what he meant
by Christian perfection was per-
fection in love—love to God and
love to man. The demand upon us,
therefore, is to live up to the call-
ing of love.

Let me share with you some
convictions concerning the practic-
al aspects of love.

First of all we must know that
LOVE IS OF GOD. This means
that God is the source of all love.
Love cannot be achieved by any
boot strap operation. Just as one
cannot reach down and lift himself
up by his boot straps, neither can
one simply decide that he is going
to love and then compel himself
to do it. No, love is initially from
God, and without receiving from
Him we are helpless to love.

But it is further true that love
is of God not only initially, but also
continuously. Love is not like some
gift which I may have received and
can claim as my own. It is always
God’s love channeled through me.
So long as the channel remains
clear and unblocked, His love can
and will flow into my life and over-
flow to others. Love is a fruit of
the Holy Spirit; it springs from
the Spirit’s unhindered working in
my life, and therefore it is God’s
love and not merely mine.

A second great fact about love
is that IT ALWAYS FINDS EX-
PRESSION. By very definition, by
its very nature, love must give ex-
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pression to itself. Oscar Hammer-
stein's words, taken from ‘‘The
Sound of Music,” are to the point
here:

A bell’s not a bell 'til you ring

it;

A song's not a song 'til you sing

it.

And love in the heart wasn't put

there to stay;

Love isn't love 'til you give it

away.
Love simply cannot exist in a
vacuum. It must find some means
of giving itself away.

God’s love for man would have
been a contradiction if He had
never given expression to it. From
the very beginning He demonstrat-
ed His love, as is clearly shown in
the whole history of His self-
revelation, but more definitely in
the old familiar words, “God so
loved. . .that He gave...” And
make no mistake about it—He
gave His only begotten Son long
before Jesus ever came into the
world !

God's love in man expresses it-
self first of all God-ward. This it
does by our obedience to all the
revelation of God. Jesus set the
pattern for us here. He said, “I
always do what is pleasing to
Him," that is, the Father (John
8:29b). The principle involved 1s
stated by Jesus, “If you love me,
you will keep my commandments”
(John 14:15). We could easily
spend all of our time in considera-
tion of this point, but I want us,
rather, to center our attention up-
on the expression of love to one
another, to our fellow men.

Our love for othersg then, to be
love at all, must express itself—
it must he more than profession.
There is real danger of our being
self-deceived at this point. In
Korea we lived next door to an
older missionary colleague and his
wife—wonderful people! We shar-
ed not only many happy exper-
iences, but also some rather rou-
tine and less pleasant ones. One
of the latter was the task of clos-
ing and locking the gate at night.
The two doors of the gate must be
swung shut, an iron bar must be
slid into place and then padlocked
so that it couldn’t be moved. It
really wasn't quite as easy as it
sounds, because the bar was rusty
and had to be forced, and one of
the gate-doors sagged, so that it
had to be lifted as the bar was
slid home. We took turns at clos-
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ing the gate at night—one month
I was responsible, the next month
my missionary colleague, and so
forth. My friend’s work often kept
him out at night, so during the
month that I had to close the gate
I would have to wait until late,
when I was sure he was in, to go
out to close the gate. In winter,
when it was cold, I'd get thorough-
ly chilled, and well, I don’t know
when it started, but I began to ex-
perience a bit of resentment. “He
comes right by the gate each
night,” I though, “why couldn’t he
just close it for me?” (How often
our problems start from foolish,
little things!)

Now, I believed and professed
that I loved him, but the Lord
showed me that this wasn't love.
After I saw and accepted this, my
whole attitude changed. There
wasn't a trace of resentment. Why,
I didn't want my friend to close
that gate. He was an older man,
and I really wanted him to save
his strength and energy. Not only
did I gladly close the gate when
it was my month to do so, but I'd
watch for opportunities to close
it for him during his month! It
was a joy to do so. When love
is genuine, not only is it uncom-
plaining, but it is also positively
out-going in search of ways to ex-
press itself in action.

My third point is that LOVE
IS GOD-LIKE in the manner of
its expression. Jesus tells us that
God Himself is the model: “You
therefore must be perfect, as your
heavenly Father is perfect” (Matt.
5:48). It is God-given, God-owned
love, so of course it will be God-
like—or, to make it more concrete
for us—Christ-like love. Let us
consider this truth under several
sub-heads.

A. God-like love is more than

justice.

There is always the temptation
to equate justice with righteous-
ness, to think that if we have heen
just in our personal relationships
with others we have fulfilled the
Christian ideal. Far from it! Hel-
mut Thielicke in his sermon on
“The Parable of the Wicked Vine-
dressers” says, ‘“Justice does far
more harm in our life than in-
justice.” He is speaking of the at-
titude that looks upon justice in
personal relationships as the goal,
when it ought to be love.

We are in trouble when our stan-
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dard of conduct is based upon our
“rights.” Mabel Williamson tells of
a China missionary who said that
the most difficult thing for him
in his work in China was not suf-
fering hardship—there was even
something of a thrill to that. But
the hardest pill to swallow was
having to give up his rights, to
find that he couldn’t even have
any rights.

Do we have no rights, then?
Yes, of course we have rights, but
when we are motivated by God-
like love, we surrender them. Did
Jesus have no rights? Was He not
the Son of God? Why should He
give up position and authority in
heaven to come to earth, stripped
to the limitations of humanity?
The answer is LOVE.

Does God have no rights? By
rights He should have blotted us
all off the face of the earth long
ago. But God is motivated by love
rather than His rights—and so
must it be with us!

B. God-like love is inclusive

rather than exclusive.

We who stand in the conserva-
tive tradition are likely to be at
fault here. Quite rightly we have
a concern to champion the truth
and to preserve the purity of the
church. But how quick we are
sometimes in our zeal to cut our-
selves off from those who disagree
with us.

Years ago I read Edwin Mark-
ham’s four-line poem entitled
“Outwitted,” and I have never
been able to get away from it.
He drew a circle that shut me out

Heretie, rebel, a thing to flout.
But love and I had the wit to win:

We drew a circle that took him

in!

The Pharisees in their zeal drew
circles which shut out the publi-
cans and those whom they broadly
termed ‘‘sinners.” Jesus, with cer-
tainly no less zeal than theirs,
drew a circle which included them.
That is what love does—it draws
a wider circle to take in the de-
luded, misguided person, and some-
how seeks to woo and win him.

C. God-like love reveals itself as

sacrificial love.

We know this because we have
the example of Jesus Christ. But
let us note that sacrificial love can
only be expressed in our relation-
ships with our fellowmen. In I
John 4:10-11 the Apostle says, “In
this is love, not that we loved God,
but that he loved us and sent his
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Son to be the expiation for our
sins. Beloved, if God so loved us,
we also ought to love...” Whom?
God? Is that what the account
says? No, it reads, “we also ought
to love one another.” The point is
that our love for God cannot be
sacrificial—we have every reason
to love Him. God-like love is love
“in spite of "—just as God loved us
in spite of our rebellion and sin.

It was the vision of the sacri-
ficial love of Jesus which sent that
great Japanese Christian, Toyo-
hiko Kagawa, to the slums of Kobe
(Shinkawa), and it was the real-
ity of that love flooding his own
life that kept him there, sharing
with the people his own poverty,
but also his hope and joy in Jesus
Christ.

Whatever else it does, the love of
God, when it flows through us, will
find expression by placing us in
s e 1 f-sacrificial relationship to
those about us—our family, our
classmates, our colleagues, our
church members, even our enemies
or at least those who seem to ir-
ritate us or try our patience. For,
as Oswald Chambers has so clearly
expressed it, “"Love is the sover-
eign preference of one person for
another. . ."”

Finally, LOVE IS THE GREAT-
EST FORCE IN THE WORLD
which can be released through us.
I think we all know this, and yet
we need to remind ourselves of it
again and again, because we do not
always act as though we believed
it. How often do we resort to hu-
man means and methods to accom-
plish what needs to be done, when
it ig really love which ought to
be brought to bear upon the sit-
uation! And when this is true we
always get those imperfect resulls
which come from the employment
of imperfect means.

There are many examples of the
power of love working amid al-
most insuperable circumstances,
but I wonder if you have read the
account of it given by Ernest Gor-
don in his book Through the Valley
of the Kwai. Mostly it is the story
of life in a Japanese prisoner-of-
war camp in Thailand, where Brit-
ish prisoners from Southeast Asia
were concentrated. The author was
one of them. The men were forced
to work at top speed in the steam-
ing jungles and in the Kwai River
to erect a railroad bridge and to
lay a new railway. Weakened by
disease and malnutrition, subjected
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to scorn and indignity, and brutal-
ly and relentlessly pressured into
working to the limits of human en-
durance—the struggle became one
of survival, and in the process
men became like animals. “We liv-
¢d,” said Gordon, ‘by the rule of
the jungle, ‘red in tooth and claw’
...When a man lay dying we had
no word of mercy. When he cried
for our help, we averted our heads.
Men cursed the Japanese, their
neighbors, themselves, and God.”
And still they died—the strong,
the weak, the wily and the self-
sufficient.

Just when life at the camp had
reached its lowest point of degrad-
ation, a miracle occurred. One of
the Scottish prisoners became very
ill. It seemed obvious to others that
he would die, but Angus MeGilliv-
ray, his pal, was determined that
he should not die. Someone had
stolen the sick man's blanket. An-
gus gave him his own. At m=al-
time Angus drew his ration of
food, but instead of eating it he
brought it to his sick pal, and
stood over him, making him eat.
Under his long continued solici-
tous care the sick man recovered.
Then Angus collapsed—he just
slumped down and died. The cause
of death?—starvation and exhaus-
tion. He gave his friend all he
had—even his life.

The word of this sacrifice of love
got around the camp and sparked
a miracle. Men were shamed out
of their animal instincts to new
acts of unselfishness, of courage
and love. And as love come to be
exerted, there began to dawn a
new consciousness of God, and of
meaning in life.

The climax came when prison-
ers were being moved by train to
another camp. At one point, while
they were shoved off to a siding,
they found themselves beside a
trainload of wounded Japanese
troops. The wounded men were in
shameful condition. They wers
filthy, and their wounds were full
of pus and erawling with maggots.
The men from Gordon's camp look-
ed at them a moment in shocked
disbelief, then without a word they
drew food from their rations, took
rags and water canteens in their
hands and went over to the wound-
ed men. They gave them food and
water, and then set to work clean-
ing their wounds.

An allied officer who was not

(Continued on page 10)
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-Am I My Brother’s

Keeper?
Gen. 4:9b

With these words, Cain sought
to answer God's question as to
the whereabouts of his brother,
Abel. Was it the cold indifference
of one who did not care or the
rebellious attitude of one whose
sin had found him out, that caused
him to answer thus?

We can hardly excuse him as
one who merely did not care, for
he had already become deeply in-
volved in the case. No doubt he
was really trying to shift the
blame from his own guilty con-
science and even lay it upon God,
Himself, as to say, “He was your
child and your responsibility ; why
did you not take care of him?”

It i1s with this same attitude that
many people today shirk their re-
sponsibility to others and pass the
blame on to someone else or even
to God. Far-fetched? Unbeliey-
able? Not at all when you notice
the indifference of professing
Christians to the soul needs of
people all around them and then
see the resistance begin to increase
when some servant of God deals
with their inactivity for God and
the lack of love for the souls of
men and women.

Pause just a moment right here
and let me ask you, “What have
you done to win someone for Jesus
in the last year? Have you sacri-
ficed meals? Money? time? Plea-
sures? health? plans? vacations?
friends? Have you suffered, not
for your own mistakes or poor
judgment, but because you put
Him and His kingdom first? And
did you do it cheerfully? If these
or similar questions irk you, you
may be feeling as Cain did when
he answered God as he did.

We are living in a day when
there is a tremendous tendency
toward comfort and ease in the
Church. It is easy to shy away
from hardship or even discomfort
in working for the Lord. So often
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things must be made quite easy
if we expect many Christians to
respond. It must not infringe too
much on our plans, and if it is
very difficult, we are not willing
to try unless we have the help of
“many hands to make Light
work.” Co-operation and help are
wonderful, but the job of bringing
souls to Jesus must be done even
if there is no one to help. He prom-
ises His help, Hallelujah! We must
labor on for souls even when the
task is hard and there seems to
be little or nothing to encourage
us. He Hath said, “Whatsoever
thou spendest more, when 1 come
again, I will repay thee”.

Let me suggest to your thinking
some attitudes that sadly enough
find their way into hearts of some
Christians. Carefully consider
them, I pray, and compare them
to your own thoughts.

1. I have my own life to live. You
must not expect me to do too much
for the Lord.

2. There are others who are in a
better position than 1 am to carry

the load and sacrifice for the sake
of souls.

3. Sinners have the same chance
that I have to go to church and
get saved.

4. 1T can’t save them anyway.
God has to do that. So let Him
do it.

D. I go to church, live a elean,
Christian life, read my Bible, and
Pray. What more do you expect?

6. I'm just not cut out for that
kind of work. I have no talents
along that line.

These are just a few, but do they
not carry the thought that Cain
spoke when he asked, “Am I my
brother’s Keeper?” O, My Chris-
tian brother and sister, do you
seek a way to slip out of your
responsibility to the souls of those
around you? Are you busy and
concerned about things that do not
advantage the souls of men? Do
yvou feel it is the pastor's job? the
evangelist's? O, I pray that you
will see the need as you have
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never seen it before and then pray,
fast, work, sacrifice, and trust God
diligently, earnestly, consistently
till His kingdom shall come on
earth.

There are many types of work to
be done for the Master and in
many places, as well as through
many channels. The Department of
Home Missions is just one of the
ways in which you can enlarge
your own field of activity for God.
But we do need your help. We
want you to pray earnestly for
God to guide us in every endeavor,
and to fire our souls with His great
love and compassion. We are but
human beings in a great conflict
with little resources of our own.
We must have His divine aid. If
this need of prayer is met, I am
sure that God can lead us to re-
spond to the other needs that will
arise along the way.

I want to take this opportunity
to express my deepest heartfelt
gratitude as well as my wife’s and
family’s, for the wonderful Chris-
tian way in which so many people
responded to our needs during the
illness of my wife. The prayers,
the lovely cards, the food, and the
marvelous financial help all com-
bined to bless, thrill, and encour-
age us beyond our poor power to
tell. We thank God that Sister
Cooley seems well on the way to
recovery.

We praise God for this Vietory.
Now, on to the next battle, and to
the next, and still onward. With
Christ as our Captain, with the
same enthusiasm and willingness,
the same faith in God as we have
had in this battle, we can go for-
ward, meeting by God's grace, our
brother’s need until many souls
are brought to Jesus, sanctified
by His mighty power, and gather-
ed around His throne in glory.

—LaDette W. Cooley
Dept. of Home Missions Treasurer
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Revival Report from
Clay City, Kentucky

Praise God for Victory! It pleas-
ed the Lord to bless the faithful
labours of the pastor, Bro. Wayne
Sowers, and the Evangelist, Bro.
Fred Watson, in a revival at Clay
City, Kentucky, January 2nd. to
the 16th. 1966. Much prayer and
vigitation resulted in the biggest
crowds in several years, attending
that church. 107 persons knelt at
the altar to seek help from the
Lord, 30 of which were new seek-
ers. Some of them were adults, liv-
ing in deep sin, but not too deep
for the Lord to lift them out and
save them from their sin. To God
be all the glory and praise.

Pray for these people that they
will walk in the light, grow in
grace, and be ready when the
Lord comes for His Bride.

Seed thoughts for here

and there:

“Want is a growing giant that
satisfaction has never been able
to make a cloak big enough to cov-
er.” (selected)

“They that stand for nothing
will sooner or later fall for any-
thing."” (Sel.)

“The printed word is more re-
liable than the spoken word and it
cannot be refuted because it is
easily available for re-checking.
More accurate information is ob-
tained by reading than listening’.

(Sel.)
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“Weaving”

Yes, I'm a weaver, and each day
The thread of life I spin,

And be the colors what they may,
I still must weave them in.
With morning light there comes

the thought
As I my task begin,
My Lord to me new threads has
brought
And bids me “weave them in.”

Sometimes He gives me threads of
gold
To brighten up the day,
Then somber tints, so bleak and
cold,
That change the gold to gray,
And so my shuttle swiftly flies,
With threads both gold and gray
And on I toil till daylight dies
And fades in night away.
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Oh, when my day of toil is o'er,
And 1 shall cease to spin,
He'll open wide my Father’'s door,
And bid me rest within.
When safe at Home in heavenly
light,
How clearly I shall see
That every thread—the dark, the
bright—
Each one had need to be!
—Sel.

e
"

“Why I Do Not
Attend The Movies”

1. The manager of the theater
never called on me.

2. I did go a few times, but no
one spoke to me. Those who go
there aren’t very friendly.

3. Everytime I go they ask me
for money.

4, Not all folks live up to the
high moral standards of the films.

5. I went so much as a child I've
decided I've had all the entertain-
ment 1 need.

6. The performance lasts too
long. I ean’t sit still for an hour
and three-quarters.

7. I don’t care for some of the
people I see and meet at the theat-
er.

8. I don't always agree with
what I see and hear.

9. 1 don’t think they have very
good music in the theater.

10. The shows are held in the
evening, and that’s the only time 1
am able to be at home with the
family.

—Rev. Grant H. Elford
Reprinted in Moravian Messenger
—DRO—

“The Strange Post
Card”

By Rev. E. Wayne Stahl

I received a postcard the color
of the sky on a sunny day in June.
To the left and slightly above the
name and address of the person re-
ceiving 1t were printed these
words:

“A Secret Message for—."

I turned the card over and found
just a blue blank! “Only that,
nothing more!”

But wait a minute. I now turned
the card over again, address side
uppermost, and read In smaller
type, below what 1 have detailed
above, the additional words:
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“The Important Message

Herein Concealed
When dipped in water is revealed.

When this card dries, redip

again.”

Since typing that last sentence
I dipped the card into a bowl of
water. And on the message side
of it I read in clear, white letters,
contrasting pleasingly with the
deep blue background, the words:

“Special Checking Accounts. No
Monthly Service Charge. No Mini-
mum Balance Required. Fifteen
checks for $1.50. Initial Deposit
May Be Any Amount. Ask for
‘Special Checking’ Folder at—.”

Then followed the name of one
of the leading banks of the city.
Pretty clever advertising, don't
you think?

But from it a real lesson came
to me. There was a time in my
life when the Bible was as blank,
as meaningless, as the reverse side
of the bank’s post card. I found no
message there because my mind
was blinded by the god of this
world. The message was waiting
for me in that divine writing. But
I had refused to let the eyes of my
understanding be enlightened.

Thank God, there came a
change! I experienced the *“wash
ing of regeneration, and the re-
newing of the Holy Ghost.” Then
the Scriptures became for me the
most precious volume in all the
world. With what delight did I pore
over its pages! What loveliness
and glory I found in them! I had
been made acquainted with the
greatest Lover, and His Book was
His letter to my heart, a spiritual
valentine forever precious and for-
ever new.

It brings to mind something told
me by a matron some years ago.
In the days when she was being
wooed by the voung man who be-
came her husband, and they were
living at a distance from each
other, she received through the
post-office of the little village a
few miles from her father’s farm
numerous postal cards. A young
man working in that office was
mystified by noting that the mes-
sage side of them was blank. He
inquired of that young woman’s
sister, “Why is it that Joanna
gets so many cards with no writ-
ing on them?”

In a spirit of mischief that sister
said, “Hold one of those cards near

the heat.” He did so with the next
(Continued on page 9)
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Your Hour of Decision

“This is your hour of decision,”
this statement is being proclaimed
throughout the world by one of the
leading evangelists today. Six hun-
dred years before the birth of
Christ a statement of like quality
was made by the prophet Jere-
miah. Chapter six and verse six-
teen reads,” Stand ve in the ways
and see, and ask for the old paths
and ye shall find rest for your
souls.”

In the original Hebrew render-
ing, this literally means ‘“‘to stand
in the dividing of the ways and
consider.” We get a mental picture
of one standing at a crossroads in
life somewhat uncertain of his di-
rections. In this age of complexities
one is constantly faced with deci-
sions in life that will greatly ei-
fect not only our earthly lives, but
our eternal destiny.

I. The Courses in Life are not to
Be Determined by Impulse or
Our Blind Desire.

We appear to be living at a time
when, according to modern psy-
chology, the proper thing to do
is what comes naturally, or simply
follow our inner desires and im-
pulses. We can easily and quickly
see the trouble and problems that
will arise from such a faulty phil-
osophy. All natural and spiritual
laws that control the lives of men
would be broken down and discard-
ed under such behavior. Broken
spiritual and moral laws demand a
prompt payment of the penalty for
the same. A good example could
be here given. A young man
marries, buys the necessary fur-
nishings for the home and with a
meager income tries to maintain a
home with some measure of suc-
cess. One day he is walking down-
town and in a show window sees
a beautiful new automobile. Upon
impulse he goes in, just to admire
its lines and styling, but as he
stands looking at it a strong desire
to get that car overwhelms him.
He knows that his limited in-
come will not allow him to afford
it, but blind desire overrules his
better judgment and he, for a
small down payment and easy
monthly installments drives the
car home. Six months later after
sacrificing many things that were
necessary for a happy homelife,
the finance company take not only
his car, but most of his furniture,
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thus he pays the penalty for ad-
herance to passion instead of judg-
ment.

This is also the sad truth in
many other cases and choices In
life and some people will be all
eternity paying the terrible cost
of decisions that were made, be-
cause I felt like doing it or I want-
ed it, without reasoning it through.
We can only do what we want or
feel, when these wants and feelings
are in accordance with good judg-
ment and the will of God.

II. The Courses In Life Should
Follow Thoughtful Deliberate
Debate

This is true of the decision that
effect our lives in relation to time
only. A careful debate, with our-
selves, will oftimes alter decisions
that if made would be the source
of trouble and heartache later in

life.
Much more serious thought
should be given to those things

that are of eternal value. Jesus
said, “that no man will build a
tower, unless he first sits down
and counts the cost, lest when he
has it only half completed he finds
that he has not enough funds to
finish it,” Again “Come let us rea-
son together saith the Lord, tho
your sins be as scarlet I will make
them white as snow.” Any choice
we are forced to make, that will ef-
fect our spiritual self, should only
be made after a time of reasoning
with God and ourself.

We should ask ourselves such
questions as, What will it cost me
to go with God and what will it
cost me not to? The cost not to,
will be much greater than the cost
to go with God. Is this what 1
need and will it meet my needs?
Definitely Yes. Is there any other
way ? If we are honest and sincere,
in the light of God's word, we will
find there is no other way than
God's way, and that it is the best
way.

III. The Courses in Life Should be
Determined by Strong Person-
al Conviction

This is more than a mere mental
conception of right and wrong.

Nearly all people have a mental

concept of right, but this means a

strong inner persuasion of right

and wrong, which many do not
have. Unless I do what I am doing,
because of a strong conviction that
it is either morally, Scripturally
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or ethically right I will be easily
persuaded and will not be able to
stand when the pressure is on.
Hardly any one today does what he
does because of conviction, this is
something of a by-gone age. Either
the teacher says it, or dad says I
can or the crowd is doing it, but
not a conviction that I should. God
give us youth as well as adults that
have some convictions about a
number of important things.

We should have a conviction
that God Is, and He is a rewarder
of them that diligently seek Him.
That he is Just but also merciful,
He is supreme and sovereign.
About the Bible; it is the word
of God, it is right and good, it will
give life to all who read, believe,
and practice it, but it will condemn
all who will trifle with its sacred
contents. We need convictions
about our personal conduct, our
conversation and actions. About
our dress; We are not of the
world, therefore we do not act,
talk or dress like Paris or Holly-
wood. One cannot be spiritual and
follow any worldly trend. Not only
gold etc., but short hair and short,
tight skirts on girls and long hair
and tight levis (Pants) on boys,
or any other sexy dress of the
modern age along with the modern
dance craze. These are some of the
many things that we need some
personal convictions against; of
course if our parents, pastors,
wives and teachers do not have
some strong convictions against
these things, and by their lives set
a good example we can hardly ex-
pect the youth to have such con-
victions.

If one is fully persuaded in his
heart, he will live right regardless
of what the church hand book
says, and will not be persuaded by
atheistic teachers, backslidden
parents and compromising preach-
ers, or be shaken by every wind of
doctrine. Those who are easily per-
suaded, were probably never fully
persuaded.

We are now standing at the
dividing of the ways, we now must
make a decision, let us ask for
the old paths, the good way. We
might be the subjects of ridicule
and persecution, but we will find
rest for our souls. A-men.

—Paul Miller

President of the Missionary
Crusaders Youth Council
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The Marvelous Miracle,
A Mystery

(Continued from page 2)
if you refer to the works of the
flesh, mentioned above, and com-
pare them to the fruit of the Spirit
which is love, joy, peace, longsuf-
fering, gentleness, goodness, faith,
meekness and temperance.

Herein is the marvelous miracle,
that man can not only be forgiven
of sins committed, but delivered
from the very nature of sin which
enslaves his life, and would event-
ually damn his soul. A miracle that
can only be wrought by the pow-
er of God, through Jesus Christ,
in an experience known to man as
the New Birth. This involves more
than mental assent of belief in the
Lord Jesus Christ. Nicodemus be-
lieved in Jesus in fact he said,
“We know that thou art a teacher
come from God,” but Jesus did
not accept him on that confession
of faith. He said, “Ye Must Be
Born Again.”

Much ado is being made today
over the miracles of Divine Healing
of the physical bodies, and I be-
lieve in Divine Healing, but I am
afraid some have mlsplaced the
emphasis. People can see the king-
dom of God in spite of broken and
afflicted bodies, but they cannot
see the kingdom of God without
being Born Again. There is much
emphasis put on Believing but little
emphasis put on Repentance and
Restitution. There are compulsory
classes for Catechism, but little
sound teaching on Conversion.
Water Baptism is accepted by
many as the means of cleansing
for salvation while the Blood of
Jesus Christ and it’s power to
cleanse from all sin is not only re-
jected but virtually mocked, scoff-
ed and ridiculed.

It is hard for me to understand
why almost everyone with any re-
ligious background whatever con-
siders John 3:16 the golden text of
the Bible, and can usualh quote
it from memory, vet so many of
them will look at you bewildered
as Nicodemus was, if you ask them
if they have been Born Again. If
vou accept John 3:16 you had bet-
ter read and accept the fifteen
verses preceeding that one, for
they are all part of the same in-
struction which Jesus gave to
Nicodemus.

To be Born Again you must re-
pent of your sin, sin that you

Marc h,
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have personally committed. You
should kneel in humility and pray
for mercy and pardon. Ask Jesus
Christ to come into your heart
and take dominion over your life,
He will then subdue the works of
the flesh and you can live a life
of complete victory over sin. The
change is radical and unmistak-
able. You are no longer conformed
to the world, but you are trans-
formed and your mind is renewed.
The things which the nature of
sin caused you to lust after, no
longer have any attraction to you.
“For they that are after the flesh
do mind the things of the flesh;
but they that are after the Spirit
the things of the Spirit.” (Romans
8:5) “They that are Christ’s
have crucified the flesh with
the affections and lusts.” (Gal-
ations 5:24) The things which
the nature of sin caused you to de-
spise and reject, you now love and
cherish. “The natural man receiv-
eth not the things of the Spirit of
God: for they are foolishness un-
to him: neither can he know them,
because they are spiritually dis-
cerned.” (I Corinthians 2:14)

This I say is The Marvelous
Miraele. It is no longer a mystery
because the Spirit of Christ bear-
eth witness with your Spirit that
you are a child of God.

—The Editor
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“The Strange Post
Card”

(Continued from page T7T)
one that arrived, and soon saw on
it a fervent love letter. It had
been indited with a certain kind of
“invisible ink.”

If you can truly sing, *Jesus,
Lover of my soul,” then His letter
to you (we call it the Bible, as
I have said) will, from the heat of
vour heart burning with love for
Him, glow with rich and glorious
messages which worldlings will
never see there,

“Wonderful things in the Bible 1
see;

This is the dearest, that Jesus
loves me."”

Page 9

“The Auction Sale”

(Continued from page 12)

The sheriff and the auctioneer
gathered in the money, had a few
minutes’ talk with Mr. Donnelly,
and started down the lane. They
were smiling, and I thought right
then that Dad must be right about
people. These men had just sold a
man's farm and all he owned to
greedy neighbors who’d hardly bid
anything, and they could still
smile. It was a hard world.

“Sam,” Mr. Donnelly called,
“Sam, bring vour Mrs. and come
over here.”

Dad left the old grindstone whir-
ring away and slowly walked to
the spot where everyone was
standing. He watched glumly as
Mr. Donnelly pushed a paper to-
ward him.

“Here you go, Sam.” The
squeaky voice somehow sounded
pleasant. *“We bought all your
stuff back for you. Every one of
the neighbors bought something.
In that way it wasn’t too hard on
any of us. Now this is a list of
the names, and the prices paid. It
all comes to $87."

The crowd around clapped. Then
all was still. Mr. Donnelly contin-
ued—

“We didn't want to lose yvou folk
as neighbors. You can pay us as
you're able. Or you can work it out
a day here and there when you
have time.”

Somebody started singing, “For
they are mighty good neighbors,”
and everyone joined in.

For the first time in my twelve
years of living my Dad didn't seem
like a big man to me. He seemed
shaky, and pale. I looked at Mom.
For just a moment her eyes closed.
She wasn't listening to the singing.
She was thanking God that she
hadn’t doubted that the day was
working out for our good.

Dad’s changed a lot lately. He
went to church with us the Sunday
after the sale, and he’s gradually
getting light on religious things.

And just yesterday, when Mr.
Donnelly dropped in and said,
“Sam, my grain is off, so I think
I'll cut that back field of yours,”
Dad grinned, and said, “Sounds
fine to me. I'll help you with your
corn later.”

Yes sir! My big Dad is getting
to be a “‘believing” sort of a man
—and it's all because of Mom's
faith and our auction sale.
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“My Prayer”

God fill my heart with peace and
JOY

When youthful days are done.

When weakness in my body grows,

And I approach Life's setting Sun.

Tho heartaches come and days
grow drear

Along Life's thorny highway.

LLet me be patient—not contrary,

Always wanting my way.

Lord You came to earth and took
abuse

Without cne time complaining.

May I display that kind of love

Throughout my days remaining.

Keep me from bitterness and hate,
L.et me no grudges hold.
God keep me always loving,
While I am growing old.

Author —Alfred M. Young

“Tragedy-1946 Variety”

His name must forever remain a
secret. An army chaplain who was
with him up to the hour of death
told his story.

The man won acclaim as a foot-
ball star. He graduated with hon-
ors from a leading American uni-
versity. He married happily and

had two lovely children. In the
army he quickly rose to the rank
of major. He was decorated sever-
al times for distinguished service.
Then in France he got to drinking

heavily. One night in a fit of
drunken rage he killed a fellow
officer.

His wife and girls never learned
where he was or what had hap-
pened. One hour and a half before
the time for his execution by hang-
ing there was a knock at the door.
The commanding officer called the
chaplain aside and told him,
“There are here three letters from
his wife that have finally caught
up with him. Shall we give them
to him or not?"” The chaplain took
them. “If I were that man I would
want them,"” he said. The man read
them, burned them, and then went
his last walk to the gallows. On
the way his last words to his chap-
lain were, “‘Chaplain, tell the truth.
Tell every minister and leader of
religion and education the awful
truth about liquor. 1 started with
polite cocktails; I end up here, 1
am not conscious of ever having
killed the man. Liquor and neglect
of religion brought me to this.”

—Jesse F. Perrin
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“Live Up to Your
Calling: To Love”

(Continued from page 95)

from their eamp cursed them for
fools. “These are the swine who
have starved us and beaten us.
These are our enemies,” he ex-
claimed. ““Who is mine enemy?”
came back the reply. “Isn’'t he my
neighbor 7"

And in conclusion Ernest Gor-
don said, “God in findine us had
enabled us to find our brother.”
Love had truly sparked a miracle
and wrought a transformation!

It is this power of love which
God it waiting to pour into the
Congo situation, if He can only
find eufficient channels for it. It
is this power which He secks to
release in Viet Nam and in troub-
led spots around the world. But
more particularly, I want to say
that it is right where we are now
that God wants to release the pow-
er of Hig love. It must begin in
our relationship with our Chris-
tian brothers and sisters. And un-
less it does begin here, it will be
difficult for us to be channels of
God’'s love as we move out to
other areas of witness and service.

Time may be short. An urgency
is upon us. But the calling of God
is perfectly clear. With God, let
us move out into this adventure of
love.

—The Herald

Unger's Bibhle Dictionary
Compiled & Edited by Merrill
F'. Unger. Authoritative, Most
of its kind! T7.000 definitions
based on the most recent dis-
coveries and over 500 photo-
graphs, line drawings, and
maps. Helpful charts and out-
lines throughout the text. $8.95
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GIFT AND AWARD BIBLES
King James Version

To fit Modest Budgets — Excellent for
Home & Sunaay School

An extraordinary value! Imagine a
Bible with a Concordance, reader helps,
full-color features, and beautiful imita-
tion leather such very
low prices!

binding. . . at

Special Features:

*128-Page Concordance
*Calendar for daily reading
*Periods of Bible History
*Weights, Money, Measures
*Summary of Books of the Bible
*Lenguages of the Bible

*Full-color Presentation Page, maps,
and the Beatitudes.
“Clear, self-pronouncing text.

“Fine, lightweight Bible paper
WORDS OF CHRIST IN RED

No. 221C Black

No. 221CR Red

No. 221W White each

No. 222CZ Black

No. 222C7ZR Red
No. 222CZW White

Zipper Closing Otherwise, same

MIRACLE MELODY
Book 2
Miracle Melodies
No. 2, 61 Songs, in-
cluding: God Did a
Wonderful Thing, Ov-
Sunset

er the Moun-
tains, No One Under-
Like Jesus.

Number 5191 19¢C

stands

SONGS
EVERYBODY
LOVES
Volume Three
Songs Everybody
Loves, Vol. 3, 64
Pages. Includes: We
Shall Walk Through
the Valley: Yes,
There Is Comfort: He
Giveth More Grace.
Number 5420 75¢

R R R R R R R R R R R R R R aITs I

Flight Final—most unusual re-
cording. A dramatic comparsion to
death. Written and produced by
Forrest McCullough, Evangelist.
Price $4.33 each which includes
25 for postage and handling costs.
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| FAVORITES NO. 4
., : Favorites No, 4, 96
| Includes:

Pages.
Peace in the Valley,
It Took a Miracle, In
Times Like These, If

You Know the Lord.
Number 5144 85¢

WESTERN STYLE
SONGS
No. 1

Western Style Songs
No. 1. Many have
guitar and ukelele
chord names and
symbols added. In-
cludes: No Sunset in
God's Tomorrow,
Mansion over the Hill-
top, Each Step of the

Way, Follow Me
(Stamphill). Number
a580) | 75¢
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Religious Records 33 LP’s
Jack Holcomb, Lebanon Valley Band,
Central Penna. Band, Mahaffey Trio,
Rev. & Mrs. Earl Deetz, Children’s
Records. —Write for our lists of Gospel
Recordings.

LP156 $3.98
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PUBLISHING HOUSE ORDER BLANK

Check guantity carefully by indicated item.
(If Pennsylvania resident), and items will be shipped postpaid.

Publishing Division, Route 220 N.E.,

BIBLES — WORLD
(Imitation Leather, Red Letter Edi-
tion, Gold Edges, Concordance)
No. 223C Black
No. 223R Red
No. 223CW White
(Imitation Leather, Red Letter Edi-
tion, Concordance, Zipper)
No. 22CZ Black
No. 222CZR Red
No. 222CZW White

Enclose money and 5% Sales Tax
Mail order to:

Milesburg, Pennsylvania, 16853.

BIBLES — WORLD
(Large Print Edition)
Center column Reference. 128 Page

Concordance. 24 Pages Bible Aids.
15 full-color pictures. 8 full-color
maps. Family Register. Messianic
Promises Starred. Black Genuine
Leather,

No. 956C $12.75

(Large Print Edition)
Similar to above, but no concordance
or center column reference.
Black Genuine Leather

No. 715 $10.25

BIBLES — HARPER CLEAR-BACK
(Real Leather Binding, Concordance, 64 pages of helps, Center-column Refer-

ences, Gold Edges. Bold-face

No. 700X Black Genuine Leather. Red under gold edges

No. 905X Black Persian Morocco.

type. Self-pronouncing. Full color maps.)

$7.95

Same as above otherwise. e 99,00
BIBLES — COLLINS

$5.00

198PS Goatskin. Exceedingly slim Testament & Psalms.

F2491 French Morocco Leather.

Only 45 x 678 x 34. ...

Entire Bible with center-column references.

$6.95
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By Hannah Moor
(From the “War Cry’’)

My dad had never been a “be-
lieving” sort of a man. He was
big. In fact, he was so big that
everyone seemed to feel that he
was able to fight his own battles.
And he had confidence in himself,
too.

I was surprised, then, when I
wakened one night to hear voices
downstairs. It must have been mid-
night, and we farm folk usually go
to bed with the chickens. So I
quietly crept out of bed and lis-
tened at the stovepipe hole.

Mom was speaking.

“But Sam,” she said, “the Bible
sayvs that everything will work to-
gether for our good. I just know
that the farm won't be sold.”

“Stick to your religion if it
makes you feel better, Hattie,"”
Dad returned, “but I can’t believe
all that kind of stuff. Do you really
mean to tell me that my being
sick a whole year, and two years
of crop failure is working for our
good? T know there’s still a hun-
dred dollars in the bank, but it
won't go far on the taxes that are
owing."”

“Sam, oh, Sam,” Mom’s words
were firm. “If only you would trust
in God. And if only you would
trust in people. Things could be
g0..."

“Trust in people,” Dad inter-
rupted. *“Hattie, you know as well
as I do that people just aren’t
trustworthy. Take the neighbors
here, for instance. They'd gladly
skin a man out of every cent he
had, and then talk about com-
munity spirit.”

“Your're judging harshly, Sam,”
Mom's voice trailed away as I slid
back under the patchwork quilt
and closed my eyes to sleep. But,
try as I would, sleep just wouldn’t
come. Surely our farm wouldn't be
sold. The last three years had been
bad, but this old brick house with
its big attic, and the barn and
implement shed, to be sold? And
the stock, and the fields? Why,
this was our home. Then I remem-
bered Mom's words about God
working things out for our good.
Mom's faith had brought us
through tough places before. 1
went to sleep.

Three weeks later, my eight-
year-old brother Tim, and six-year-
old Mary Lou, sat with me by the
wood shed and watched as the
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sheriff and the auctioneer came to
look over the implements and furn-
iture scattered all over our front
yard. Mr. Donnelly, from the next
farm down the line, stood out by
the gate to let cars come in. He
really didn't need to be there, and
we watched and wondered why he
stopped every car and talked for
a moment to the people in it.

“I guess he’s just passing the
time of day,” I said to Tim and
Mary Lou. “The neighbors here
are a friendly lot, even if Dad does
always keep away from them.”

It wasn’t long until Mr. Mec-
Arthur, the auctioneer, started
speaking. I'd never been at an
auction sale before but, having the
curiosity of most twelve-year-
olds, I squirmed my way to the
front of the crowd.

“How much am [ bid for this
hay loader ?” Mr. McArthur’s voice
boomed.

“Two dollars.” It was Mr. Don-
nelly's squeaky voice.

“T'm bid two dollars,” Mr. Me-
Arthur was shouting. “Two dol-
lars, two dollars. Who'll make it
three? Does anyone offer three?
Do I hear three dollars? Going to
Mr. Donnelly for the sum of two
dollars.”

Somehow, as I watched, I knew
that things weren’t fair. That hay
loader was our best piece of ma-
chinery. And it sold for just two
dollars! I listened as other articles
were sold and figured Dad was
right—some men would skin a fel-
low out of every cent he had. I
couldn’t believe it of these farm
folk.

Tim had been sitting beside me,
saying over and over, “I know
what I'm going to be when I grow
up—an auctioneer, that's what. I'd
like to shout, ‘Two dollars, two
dollars. Do 1 hear three? Does
anyone bid three dollars?” 1
didn't listen very much to Tim,
though, because I was watching
Dad. My big father was pacing
back and forth. His face, and even
his neck, was red. Sweat stood out
on his forehead, and his huge
hands were clenched until his
knuckles were white. Poor Dad.
He'd worked hard on this farm. He
had a family to look after. And all
his possessions were going for al-
most nothing. And, most of them
would still give years of service.
Even Old Doll, the best workhorse
in the country, went for three dol-
lars. I didn't understand a lot of
things, but 1 was sure that every-

thing here was wrong.

When the old sewing machine
brought just seventy-five cents, I
saw Mom slip away toward the
house. 1 followed. I tapped on the
bedroom door and opened it. Mom
was on her knees, as I knew she’'d
be.

“Can I join you, Mom ?" I asked.

She reached up and put her
hand gently on my shoulder.
“Sure, son. You know, Pete, it
looks now as though everything is
wrong. But that's not so. We have
God's promises.” She spoke slowly,
firmly, reassuring herself that all
would be well because she had
committed it to a loving Father.

“Pete,”” she continued, ‘“the
Scripture says ‘for good,” and this
day, dark as it may seem, is work-
ing some way for our good.”

“Sure, Mom."” I tried to smile,
then knelt beside her for a couple
of minutes and told God that Mom
was trusting awfully hard and that
I knew He wouldn’t let her down.

Then I went to look for Tim. In
and out among the people I search-
ed. Dad was still pacing back and
forth, his face and neck redder
than ever. And those hands! I
couldn’t help but feel that he'd be
a lot better if he'd go in and kneel
by Mom for a few minutes.

Finally 1 found Tim. He was be-
hind the hen house crying his eyes
out.

“We haven't any more home,
Pete,” he sobbed. “Without a home
what will we ever do?”

“We're still a family, Tim,” 1
tried to make him stop blubbering.
“And God will find us a home.”
Maybe I sounded like kind of a
preacher., I'd never talked that
way before, but Mom was praying.
And I knew that God listened to
Mom's prayers.

“But Dad says...” Tim started
a sentence, but I hurried back to
the erowd to see how Dad was
making out.

As I stood near him, T heard him
mutter, “Neighbors, selfish, bar-
gain-hunting neighbors.” He walk-
ed over and sat down on the seat
of the grindstone. He pedaled, and
the great stone turned around.
Faster and faster it went as Dad
pushed the words through his set
teeth— ‘‘selfish, selfish neigh-
bors.”

“T think he’s sharpening his
temper,” Tim whimpered at my
elbow. ‘“And it's already sharp
enough.”

(Continued on page 9)



