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The Light of Christmas

By Dale Yocum

FPrince Kaboo lay across a rug-
ged cross tree with his tortured
back exposed to the thorny poison
ving in the upraised hand of his
tormentor. Surely, only a few
more strokes would bring death to
release him from this unspeakable
agony.

Kaboo, son of an African chief-
tain, had been given as a hostage
by his father to another chief
who had defeated him in battle.
He was to be held in pawn until
the price of his ransom could be
paid. The people of his native tribe
had been almost thoroughly im-
poverished, that their possessions
might be sold for payment, and
yvet the selfish, scheming captor
was not satisfied. Finally, Kaboo
was left to his certain horrible
fate by his despairing father who
realized the fabulous sum could
never be paid.

Upon learning of this, the in-
furiated captor ordered poor Ka-
boo to be heaten every day with
the poisonous thorn vine, while
a runner was dispatched to the
father with a description of this
scene of exeruciating agony. Thus,
after many beatings, the captured
prince had naught to hope for but
death as he lay exposed to the
lash, on this eventful day.

Already a pit had been dug in
preparation for further torture af-
ter the final beating. He was to be
buried up to his neck in this pit;
his mouth was to be propped open
and smeared with a sweet sub-
stance to attract the ants. Finally,
these crawling insects would take
his flesh, bit by bit, until his
bones were bared.

But as Kaboo lay weak and
suffering over the cross tree, a
brilliant light burst forth upon
him, and a clear voice from above
ordered him to rise and flee. His
strength was instantly restored,
and he was enabled to flee with in-
credible speed into the forest Nor
was he deserted in this unknown
wilderness. Through the darkness
of each suceceeding night; past
all the dangers of beast and cruel
savage; straight to the only mis-
sion settlement in all that vast
region the heavenly light dirvected
him.

Thus Sammy Morris (for so he
was named), who came to know
the Holy Ghost better than all his
teachers, was brought from dark-
ness to light.

And this true story is a living
illustration of the Christmas mes-
sage. First, there is cruel bondage,
helpless agony, and utter despair:
then bursting light!—a light which
leads to deliverance, to redemp-
tion and joy.

Many celebrate Christmas with
bright and many colored lights:
perhaps this is significant, for
Christmas commemorates the
birth of the True Light of the
world.

The venerable sage, Isaiah,
spoke forth these prophetic words
in a day when spiritual darkness
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was settling upon the land:
“The people that walked in

darkness have seen a great light:
they that dwell in the land of the
shadow of death, upon them hath
the light shined.”

Likewise, other prophets who
followed in his train, foretold
the coming of the True Light to
dispel the thick darkness of sin
and despair. Strange men these
were who stood alone in the deep-
ening darkness and spoke of this
Light with as much assurance as
if it had already appeared. The
last of them, Malachi, spoke the
following divine message to his
people:

“But unto you that fear my
name shall the Sun of righteous-
ness arise with healing in his
wings."”

Four hundred years more, and
still no light from heaven! It
seemed that regpect for the law
had vanished. The slavery and op-
pression of the chosen people had
become almost intolerahle; even
the irritating voices of the proph-
ets had ceased.

Then a star appeared! Not a
blinding light, but brilliant enough
to direct wise men from the east in
search of the new-born Messiah.
On a Galilean hillside, too, the
heavens burst forth with glorious
light upon humble shepherds, and
heeding the angelic message, they
found the Babe—the Christ in
the manger of Bethlehem. The
light had begun to shine and the
long night was fading away. The
long wearisome watch for a
Deliverer was come to an end.
This light of Christmas was more
than a radiance from the skies;
it was—and is—a Light which

(Continued on page 7)



The editorial staff wishes to
take this space to wish all its read-
ers a very joyous and Christ cen-
tered Christmas and a very pros-
perous New Year, filled with hap-
piness and blessings. We sincerely
hope this issue of the God’'s Mis-
sionary Standard will be a special
blessing to you at this season,

 Editorial

When the angel of the Lord
came to announce to Mary that He
had chosen her to bring the Son of
God into the world, we have an
account of one of the most bean-
tiful resignation to the will of God
in all Bible history.

Luke gives us this account in
the first chapter of his Gospel and
thirty eighth verse. “Behold the
handmaid of the Lord; be it unto
me according to thy word.” No
other resignation recorded in the
Bible or anywhere else asks quite
as much as did this. Her integrity,
reputation and respect and even
her devotion to God was in ques-
tion, or would be in guestion by
her parents, her friends, neigh-
bors, pastor and especially to the
one to whom she was egpoused.
Yet, the only thing she questioned
was the possibility of the event.

Aceceptance of the will of God is
not always an easy thing. Many
with a lot less at stake, has said
no to His will in the past only to
miss his will and best and finally
to miss heaven itself. Three things
were responsible for her choice.

I. Her devotedness to God

The faet that she was highly
favoured by God, proves her devo-
tion to Him. In the Bible only
those who knew the Father and
were completely devoted to him
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could be chosen to do His exploits.
Noah was a perfect man in his
day, perfect devotion included;
Abram walked with God and was
perfect; Isaiah, Daniel ete. these
men were all devoted to Him and
received a call for service.

In this day we may not expeet
the divine favor of God with any
less devotion and resignation than
had Mary. Perhaps the thing that
God has in mind for us is not as
great as was his will for Mary, yet,
with this kind of devotion one can-
not estimate what great things
God may have for us to do.

II. Her Unquestioning Trust

This is no doubt one of the
greatest virtues any one could
possess, the ability to simply trust
God, no matter how difficult the
task we be asked to perform. Her
first question was “How can these
things be?" yet she trusted God
to work out the thing that He in-
tended to do and no further ques-
tions were asked, nor do we read
of any doubts as to God’s ahility
ever entering her mind.

To actually say, I believe when
we are facing a crisis is somewhat
different than saying we believe
when no requirements are being
made or no difficult task lies
before us. I have yet the first
man, who did not at least inward-
ly tremble, when he came face
to face to an important command
or issue.

III. Her Interests were God's

Interests

By her devotedness to God, she
no doubt knew something of the
fact that God had promised a Sav-
ior to the world. When the Angel
appeared, no doubt her mind turn-
ed to the thousands that were
waiting for the promised Savior.
She may have thought of the
many that would be lost if she
refused the Lord's will, With all
that was at stake, she was willing
to suffer the reproach and shame
that would be inescapable.

A question that faces every one
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to day is this, Do we consider
the issues at stake worthy of our
suffering and the inevitable re-
proach we will be called upon to
bear? No one ever accomplished
a thing for God without some re-
proach. Are the things that have
become our main interests, God’s
interests? I am afraid that many
who even profess to love God,
have more of their own interest
at heart.

At this time of year we will do
well to remember that God gave
His all, His Son; Mary Gave her
all, her reputation and respect,
and if we are to please God and
do His will we must give our all in
return. This Christmas let us
make it one of real giving, by giv-
ing our all to Him. Isaiah answer-
ed, “Here am I send me,” “Mary
answered, Behold The hand maid
of the Lord.” What will your
answer be?

-
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A Song Was Born In
Bethlehem

By General Wilfred Kitching

Every year, a few days before
the great Christian festival of
Christmas, I hear footsepts
stealthily approaching my front
door. Whispered conversations
are interrupted by a note on a
musical instrument, followed by a
burst of song which has as its
theme the coming of Christ, the
Savior of the world. The “sur-
prise’ does not surprise me, for as
long as I can remember, Salva-
tionists have delighted in this
heart-warming practice. 1 can
never forget the days when I, as
a youth, would be one of a small
group of Salvation Army soldiers
who, in similiar fashion would
creep up to the Founder's door
and sing carols to that grand
old man in his home. The circle
of singers to which I bhelonged
then, and those bringing their
joyful lay to me now, all have
been echoing the song born at
Bethlehem so long ago. musie
that never has ceased to vibrate
through the universe, no matter
how deep or dark the night some-
times has been.

It is said that not a day dawns
but what some creature welcomes
it with song. When the first day
dawned and God commanded light
to shine out of darkness, the morn-
ing stars sang together, and all
the sons of God shouted for joy.
Is it any wonder, then, that a
great burst of song greeted the
dawn when the Dayspring from
on high visited us, when Christ,
the Savior of the world, was born
to give the light of the knowledge
of the glory of God? The theme
of this song was not the creation,
but the coming of One who would
save His people from their sins;

and the singers were the angels
in that “multitude of the heavenly
host.” The virgin mother alveady
had sung in anticipation of the
world’s joy, “My soul doth mag-
nify the Lord, and my spirit hath
rejoiced in God my Savior;” and
the ancient Simeon was soon to
sing his own immortal song con-
cerning this birth.

These songs were heard by
only a few, but today the Christ-
mas carol reaches the ears of mil-
lions. As those singers of the long
ago poured out their song of joy
and adoration, they were forming
the fountainhead of a stream of
praise that never has run dry.
No one can tell how much Christ-
jan song has meant to the sad,
to the dwellers in darkness and to
those in sin looking for deliverance.
In days of persecution the stream
of song sometimes has seemed to
be losing itself in the sands of
time, but it has come to the
surface again in unexpected places
with its life-giving waters. And
when in flood, the stream of song
has been beyond the power of
man to hem it in by banks of
restraint, Mary sings her song
of praise; angels rejoice with
their lay, offering glory to God
and that just and devout man,
Simeon, can bless God and sing:
“Mine eyes have seen Thy Sal-
vation, which Thou hast prepared
before the face of all people.”
The inspiration of all their song
is the one name which is above
all other names—the precious
name of Jesus!

Many songs about Jesus still
are being written, some, maybe,
never to go beyond the family
circle that they gladden; others
possess a vigor and vision that
make them encirele the earth.
Some cavols, of course, seem to
be the exelusive property of child-
ren; others, more profound, make

their appeal to adults. But what-
ever the carol, it lacks the warm-
th of love if it flows from the
lips alone. If only those who join
could fully grasp their meaning
and give their hearts as well as
their songs to the Savior! Shall we
not all resolve this Christmastide
to make our singing truly effeect-
ive, first, that in a spiritual sense
Christ shall be born again in our
hearts, and then, in emulation
of the angels and the shepherds,
who made the message known
go out to others with a prayer
that through our songs they, too,
shall come to know the Savior of
the world?

There is, 1 believe, a day
drawing nearer when the gates
of heaven will open wide and
the singing hosts within and the
singing throng outside will blend
their voices in a great multitude
which no man ecan number, and
their song will be the song of
Moses and the Lamb,

Through this age of wars and
convulsions, when the soil of
civilization seems to be crumbling
and much of modern society is
cankerous, when we see the up-
heaving of new regimes and na-
tions, the joyous lay of the angel
hosts and the echoing theme of
our Christian carols are more
needed than ever in the changeful
history of man. Whether we are
battling for the truth or propagat-
ing the gospel, sanctified song
can be an effective weapon, hast-
ening the dawning of that day
when the redeemed shall sing,
“Thou wast slain, and hast re-
deemed us to God by Thy Blood.”

If singing is the most fitting
medium for thanksgiving, why
do not our hearts sing more?
The oil of gladness and the fes-
tive robes of righteousness are
the apparel of the redeemed, and

(Continued on page 4)
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Mt. of Blessing Camp

News

Plans for the new kitchen and
dining hall for the camp have been
approved by the camp hoard and
by the time this article is printed
work should have been well under
way. A new block building 30
feet by 50 feet will house the
kitchen and dining area. This is
greatly needed and will be a tre-
mendous asset to the camp ground.
It will be erected near the new
motel completed two vears ago,
and will be very similar to the one
at Penns Creek Camp.

We will greatly appreciate any
pledges that can be paid that were
made for this purpose as well as
any gifts and donations. Under
the direction of Rev. J. T, Carroll,
camp president, Mt. of Blessings
is moving forward. Please pray
for the coming camp and camp
board members. All gifts and
pledges should be sent to

Rev. John Walter
Rebersburg, Penna.

Penn View News

Steady progress is being made
at the school. The dining hall has
recently been plastered and heated.
The upstairs rooms will also be
finished making good warm dormi-
tory rooms for students.

Quite a lot of the excavation is
done for the new building but due
to a lack of funds is heing held up
a little. Any pledges and gifts that
can be paid will be greatly apprec-
iated, We thank those who have
been helping in this great field.

Fifty two eager students are
preparing, under good teachers, to
be future business men, ministers
and missjonaries. Your continued
prayers are requested.

o  —

——we

Recommendation

With real pleasure I recommend
to the evangelistic world Rev, and
Mrs, William Tillis. Bro. Tillis is
a talented speaker and a man with
God’s message for this late hour.
He is a conservative with a burn-
ing, yet tender heart and has a
deep passion for souls. Well able
for the hour he will do any church
much good.
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Working with him is a faithful
wife, whom together make a won-
derful singing Duo. Already the
world has been blessed listening to
their long play album of singing
good spiritual songs. Traveling
with their organ they are accept-
ing preaching engagements, sing-
ing engagements or both.

If you are in need of a good
evangelist and singers, please give
them a call. The aildress is:

Rev. & Mrs. William Tillis
Williamsport, Penna.

R. D. 3 17701
Correction
Rev. & Mrrs. Marlin Moore,

Evangelists and
address is:
Rev. & Mrs, Marlin Moore
Woodbury, Penna.

R. D. 16695

singers new

Sea Breeze Camp
Meeting

Feb. 2-12, 1967
Hobe Sound, Florida

EVANGELISTS
Percy Trueblood;
Glen Griffith
Arthur Roney

SINGERS
Kenneth and Lillian Knapp

Hear! Archie Coons and his choir
Let us pray for a great outpour-
ing of the Holy Spirit,
Bring bedding and if possible
pillows,
Write to:
Mrs. H. Robb French
Box 1124
Hobe Sound, Fla. 33455

That Holy Night

"Twas on this night that Christ
came down

Was born of Virgin Birth,

To bring geodwill to all mankind,

And joy and peace on earth.

'Twas on this night the angels
came

And brought the news to men,

Who, when they heard they came
to see,

The Child in Bethlehem.
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"Twas on this night His star ap-
peared,

To wise men there afar,

Who came to see the newhorn
King,

Directed by this Star.

"Twas on this night that Light
came down,

Through Christ from God to man,

That we through eyes of faith
might see,

The wonders of His plan,

"T'was on this night that love came
down,

To dwell in hearts of men,

Who then in love, go tell the world,

What Christ can do for them.

So let us come this Christmas day,

And let our voices ring,

In praises to Almighty God,

Exalting Christ our King.
—Adam M. Baer

Lamb of God

WE THINK it strange the Son
of God

Should in a manger lie;

His room, a stable floored with
sod,

And animals close hy.

We think it strange; we sigh and
mourn,
A stable seems so odd,
But where else should a lamb be
born ?
Behold the Lamb of God!
—Bess A. Olson

A Song Was Born In
Bethlehem

(Continued from page 3)
the song in the heart is the true
and native speech of those who
personally have experienced the
coming of the Savior.

The feeblest voice which has
uttered but one frembling strain
of its undying music here will
join in the fulness of the heavenly
song there,

So let songs abound! I'l make
my Christmas a singing festival.
Will you? :
—o—

This short life is the most im-
portant period of your existence,
for in this brief moment you
make and seal your Hternal
Destiny for Heaven or Hell,
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A Present For Jesus
Etta W. Schlichter

“How many presents?" asked
Dickie. “One, two, three, four—"
He walked round the dining room
table, touching each of the boxes
wrapped in faney paper and top-
ped with strings of holly or bright
ribbon bows, that Mother and
Aunt Gladys were getting ready
for their friends for Christmas.

“Forty-five,” announced Dickie.
“Who are they for?

“Whom, Dickie,”
Mother.

“Well, who's to get them?”
persisted Dickie.

“Don’t ask so many questions,
dear,” said Mother. “Can’t you
see that Mother and Auntie are
very busy?"

“T'll tell you, Dickie,” said Aunt
Gladys, giving him a kiss. “These
three are for Papa, and here are
two for Grandmother, and this is
for Cousin Alice.” Aunt Gladys
kindly went through the whole
list till every pretty box on the
table had been accounted for.

When she had finished, Dick-
ie looked puzzled. “Where are the
ones for Jesus? he asked.

“You funny little boy,” smiled
Aunt Gladys. Then to Dickie's
Mother she said, “Whatever does
he mean?”

“Oh nothing,” said Mother. “He
just likes to ask questions.” You
see, Mother was so tired Christ-
mas shopping and wrapping up
parcels that she was nervous, and
that is a bad time to ask too many
questions.

But Dickie would not be put off.
There was something he didn’t un-
derstand, and he wanted to know.

“It's Jesus' birthday, isn't it?
That’s what Miss Mary, my Sun-
day School teacher, told us. Then
why don't we give the presents
to him?”

“How could we, Sweetheart?”
said Aunt Gladys. “Jesus is up in
Heaven."

“He's here, too.” said Dickie
stoutly. “He's up in Heaven and
He's in church and He's—He's
everywhere. And if it's His birth-
day. I don’t see why He doesn't
get the presents.”

“Tt isn't very cold out, Dickie,”

corrected
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said Mother. “Don’'t you want to
put on your cap and sweater and
run out and play awhile?"

“No,” said Dickie, “I want to
send a present to Jesus.”

“But where would you send it,
Dickie ?"” asked Aunt Gladys. “And
what would you send?”

“T don't know,” said Dickie,
“but I know Miss Mary knows.
She said He was our best Friend,
and I guess she'd know all about
her best Friend, wouldn't she?"

“Well, dear,”” said Mother,
“Why don’t you run over and ask
Miss Mary while Mother and
Auntie finish the boxes?"

So Dickie put on his cap and
sweater and run down the street
to see Miss Mary. He stayed a
long time and when he came back,
he looked very happy and very
important.

“He is here,” said he, “and
some day we're going to see Him,
but not now. And we ecan'give
Him Christmas presents if we
want to, and that is what He
wants us to do. And Miss Mary
told me how to do it and she's
going to help me. And I want
all my money. May I take my pig
to the bank tomorrow and get
my money out? Miss Mary will
go along.”

“Why, yes, Dickie,” said Mother.
“The money is yours. You may
spend it if you like."”

So bright and early next morn-
ing Dickie went to Miss Mary's
with his pig. His pig was a money
box he had got at the savings
bank. It was a pretty good-sized
little pig. You pressed a spring
and the pig's mouth opened and
you put the money in it for it
to swallow. When once the money
was swallowed, you couldn’t get
it out again, not till you took the
box and had it opened at the bank.

Dickie liked to ‘‘feed the Pig,”
so he put into its mouth most of
the money that was given him,
and now the pig was quite heavy
and so full that it would not be
able to “eat"” much more.

When the man at the bank
opened the box, so much money
rolled out that Miss Mary was
surprised. You see, Dickie had
several aunts and uncles, and
when they came to visit, they gave

Page 6§

him whole dollars and these he
always fed to the pig.

“Oh Dickie!" exelaimed Miss
Mary, “I couldn't spend all this
without asking your wmother.”

“She said I might spend it all,”
caid Dickie.

But Miss Mary went to the
telephone and asked Dickie's
mother and she said it was all
right, Dickie might spend his
money as he pleased.

“Now Dickie,” said Miss Mary,
“Do you quite understand what I
told you yesterday? That what-
ever good thing you do for any-
body that needs it, you are doing
for Jesus? And the way we give
a Christmas present to Him is to
give it to somebody He wants us
to help.”

Dickie nodded. Yes, he under-
stood.

“Now, this is such a lot of
money,” said Miss Mary, *“that
we want to be sure to spend it
in just the right way. Before we
go to the store, T want you to go
with me to see a little boy just
vour age.”

“All right,” said Dickie, *“Is
he a good sport?”

“He'd like to be,” smiled Miss
Mary, “but you can see for your-
self why he can’t be.”

They stopped at a neat little
house and went in. There in a
big chair sat a little boy. He look-
ed glad to see Miss Mary and
smiled shyly at Dickie as though
he were glad to see him, too. But
he did not get up, and Dickie had
been taught that it was not polite
not to get up when a lady entered
the room.

But in another minute he saw
why the little boy sat still. Both
of his legs were very thin, but
one was ever so much thinner
than the other and just sort of
dangled. He couldn’t walk or even
stand up.

Dickie drew a long breath, Now
he understood why Freddie Wilson,
the little lame boy, could not be
a good sport. To think of having
to lie in bed or sit on a chair all
day long and never, never be able
to get about. No wonder Freddie
looked white and tired. How the
wished he could help him!

“Now we'll go to the store,”
said Miss Mary, after they left
Freddie.

“I want to spent all my money

(Continued on page 9)
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Jesus the Savior Is Born
Dr. Paul S. James

Something happened in Bethle-
hem which set forth the bells
ringing and the choirs singing;
which set people to building
churches, schools, orphanages,
Christian homes and hospitals;
which makes at least one day of
the year a day of heaven on earth;
which makes it possxble for every
day to be Christmas in your heart
and opens up Heaven for all who
will enter in.

The Old Testament says some-
body’s coming. The New Testa-
ment says somebody's here.

God spoke to Abraham and re-
vealed the nation (Israel) through
which our Lord would come (Gen-
esis 12). He spoke to Jacob and
revealed the tribe (Judah) of the
Saviour's ancestry (Genesis 49).
He spoke to Isaiah and revealed
the family (Jesse into which
Christ would be born. He spoke
to Micah and revealed the place
(Bethlehem) of Jesus' birth. He
spoke to Daniel and revealed the
time of Christ's appearing (Daniel
9).

Then “in the fullness of time”
He came! Shepherds in the fields
learned of the birth of the Good
Shepherd and oriental kings came
to worship the Great King. He
was the Light: God seen. He was
the Word: God heard. He was the
Life: God felt. Wherever He would
walk, men would always see the
precious footprints of God. When
He reached out His hand to touch
leprous skin, blind eyes, erippled
limbs, or fevered brow, men would
fee! the touch of God. When He
spoke, men would hear the voice
of Cod.

If He had not come, the pro-
phecies would be unfulfilled; there
would be no Saviour for mankind;
the character of God who loves us
and eares for us as a Father would
be unknown; the secret of peace
for the soul would be unrevealed;
the world would be without the
marvelous example of a sinless
life;: we would be groping our
way without His matchless teach-
ing: we would have no assurance
that God hears and answers when
we pray: the blessing of freedom
as we know it would not have heen
experienced, and eternal life would
still be a fond hope instead of a
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great conviction and an eager ex-
pectation.

The quitness of God was over
the Judean hills when the curtains
of heaven were parted and the
announcement was made: “Unto
you. .a Saviour"” (Luke 2:11)

He was born for you. It was
said, “This child is set for the fall
and rising again of many” (Luke
2:34). This greatest night of his-
tory is for you and me a night of
destiny. Your soul is at stake and
Christ is the issue. For those who
refuse Him a place in the inn of
the heart, it would be better if
He had never come. To many He
is a stumblingstone and a rock of
offense. To the believer He is the
Rock of Ages.

The child was born, the Son was
given, the Saviour has come.
Though reason puzzles and anl-
ysis resists, yet faith exclaims,
“God with us” (Matthew 1:23).

A bar of steel worth $5.00 can
be made into horseshoes worth
$10.00, or neddles worth $350.,
or delicate springs for expensive
watches worth $250,000. So life
that may seem worthless can bhe
changed into a life of infinite
worth by the transforming power
of the Lord Jesus Christ.

Let your heart hecome a manger
in which Christ by faith is born
in you, and let your life be a chapel
in which God is praised for His
unspeakable gift.

O World in vain the white drifts
fall,

In vain your halls you trim:
There is no Christmas anywhere

Unless men turn to Him."

BB
The Shepherd’s Song

It happened that on Christmas
Eve of 1875, Mr, Sankey was
traveling by steamboat up the Del-
aware River. It was a calm, star-
light evening and there were many
passengers gathered on the deck.
Mr, Sankey was asked to sing, and
as always, he was perfectly willing
to do so. He stood there leaning
against one of the great funnels
of the boat and his eyes were
raised to the starry heavens in
quiet prayer. Ie was his intention
to sing a Christmas song, but
somehow he was driven almost
against his will to sing the “Shep-
herd Song:"

“Saviour, like a shepherd lead us,

. Much we need Thy tender care;

In Thy pleasant pastures feed us,

For our use Thy folds prepare;
Blessed Jesus

Thou hast brought us, Thine we

are,
“We are Thine, do Thou be-
friend us,

Be the Guardian of our way;
Keep Thy flock, from sin defend

Seek us when we go astray:
Blessed Jesus,

Hear Thy children when they
pray.”
There was a deep stillness.

Words and melody, welling forth
from the singer's soul, floated
out over the deck and the quiet
river. Every heart was touched.
After the song was ended, a man
with a rough, weather-beaten
face came up to Mr. Sankey and
said, “Did you ever serve in the
Union Army?

“Yes,"” answered Mr.
“in the spring of 1860."

“Can you remember if you were
doing picket duty on a bright
moonlight night in 18627

“Yes," answered Mr. Sankey,
very much surprised.

“So did I,” said the stranger,
“but I was serving in the Confeder-
ate Army. When I saw you stand-
ing at your post I thought to my-
self: “That fellow will never get
away from here alive! I raised
my musket and took aim. T was
standing in the shadow completely
concealed, while the full light of
the moon was falling upon vou.
At that instant, just as a moment
ago, you raised your eyes to
heaven and began to sing. Music,
especially song, has always had a
wonderful power over me, and T
took my finger off the trigger.

“ ‘Let him sing his song to the
end,” I said to myself, ‘T can shoot
him afterwards. He's my victim
at all events, and my bullet cannot
miss him.’

“But the song you sang then
was the song you sang just now.
I heard the words perfectly:

“ ‘We are Thine do Thou be-

friend us,

Be the Guardian of our way.’

“Those words stirred up many
memories in my heart. T began to
think of my childhood and my
Godfearing Mother. She had many,

(Continued on page 10)

Sankey,
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O Little Town Of
Bethlehem

One of the pleasures of the Christ-
mas season is the singing of carols.
The story of the writing of “O
Little Town of Bethlehem' gives
added meaning to this familiar
carol.

Slowly walking along the streets
of Bethlehem, a young pastor was
thrilled beyond words with the
beauty and grandeur of the small
town which he had been privileged
to visit through unusual circum-
stances. He was spending Christ-
mas Eve, 1865, in the town of
Jesus Christ’s birth. His eyes pas-
sed from one scene to another, tak-
ing in all he possibly could, so he
could report to his home church
in America every detail of his visit
to the Holy Land.

He visited the spot where it is
said Jesus was born. He remained
there hour after hour, thinking of
the wonderful events of that
Christmas night so long ago. It
was all so wonderful to this young
pastor. Soon he left the town and
climbed one of the surrounding
hills, and looked over the little
town of Bethlehem, where it lay
beneath the silent stars,

Months later he returned to his
home church, and the next Christ-
mas season brought the beautiful
scenes he had seen that night in
Bethlehem back to him. Reliving
the hours, he sat down and wrote
the beautiful words of “O Little
Town of Bethlehem.” Thigs young
pastor, who wrote these familiar
lines, was Philips Brooks, “the
most famous preacher and the
most widely-loved clergyman of
his time." Philips Brooks wrote the
words of “O Little Town of Beth-
lehem" for the Christmas Sunday
gschool program at the church
where he was pastor. He desired
that the words be set to music for
the Sunday School program. so he
handed them over to Lewis Red-
ner, organist of the church, ask-
ing that it be ready for use the
following Sunday, which was
Christmas. The week was a busy
one, and Lewis Redner did not
think of the request again. Satur-
day night, Christmas Eyve, he
went to bed with a troubled mind,
conscious that there was some-
thing left undone, but he could
not think what it was. During

the night he was roused from sleep
hearing an angel whispering in
his ear. He seized some music
paper, and hurriedly wrote down
the tune. In the morning he filled
in the harmony before he left for
church. That Christmas morning
hearts were warmed as the beauti-
ful words and music of “O Little

Town of Bethlehem" filled the

c¢hurch, and still today hearts are

warmed as that familiar and
favorite Christmas carol softly
wends its way through the air.

Yes, the tune is beautiful; the
words are familiar; but how many
think of the Christ the hymn men-
tions? How many have said:

“0O holy Child of Bethlehem,
Descend on us, we pray;

Cast out our sin, and enter in,
Be born in us today.”
“Except a man be born again,

he cannot see the kingdom of God"

{John 3:3). “Believe on the Lord

Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be

saved’ (Acts 16:31).

Beware that you are not one of
the many who have allowed'the
singing of familiar Christmas
carols to become an asbent-minded
form, God means business; His
Name is exalted in many carols.
Let us think of the words which
we sing, and let us honestly sing
them,

“How silently, how silently
The wondrous gift is given!

So God imparts to human hearts
The blessings of His heaven.

No ear may hear His coming,
But in this world of sin,

Where meek souls will receive

Him still,
The dear Christ enters in."”
—Beryl Wood

The Light of Christmas

(Continued from page 1)
searches out and banishes soul-
darkness. And this Light which
cshone first so long ago in Beth-
lehem has never been extinguish-
ed; it has rather shone with in-
ereasing brightness through sue-
ceeding centuries. It has trans-
formed the natures and the lives
of slaves, common laborers,
ncbleman, and prinees; it has
shone from the lowliest hut and
cottage even unto kings' palaces.

The Light has illuminated the
pathway to the martyr's cross,
to the pilgrim's valley of death,
and on to the victor's crown!

Greece and Rome, with art and
intellect and law, were hopeless
in attempting to lift their subject
from the grossest immorality. But
when the light came, it kindled
the hearts and minds of those
same subjects, and left a trail
of righteousness in its wake. The
power of Roman rule bowed be-
fore the spreading Light of the
living Christ, Christianity was
on the march! Light was dis-
pelling darkness!

Thue it has ever been. An
anonymous writer has described
the influence of the God-man who
came to be the world's Redeemer:

“Here is a Man who was born
in an obscure village, the child of
a peasant woman. He grew up in
another obscure village. He work-
ed in a carpenter shop until He
was thirty, and then for three
vears He was an itinerant preach-
er. He never wrote a hook, He
never held an office, He never
owned a home. He never had a
family. He never went to college.
He never put His foot inside a
big city. He never traveled two
hundred miles from the place
where He was born. He never did
one of the things that usually
accompany greatness. He had no
credentials but Himself, He had
nothing to do with in this world,
but the naked power of His divine
manhood. While still a young man,
the tide of popular opinion turned
against Him. His friends ran away.
One of them denied Him. He
was turned over to His enemies.
He went through the mockery of
a trial. He was nailed to a cross
between two thieves, His execut-
ioners gambled for the only piece
of property He had on earth while
He was dying—and that was His
coat. When He was dead, He
was taken down and laid in a
borrowed grave through the pity of
a friend.

“Nineteen centuries have come
and gone, and today He is the
centerpicce of the human race
and the ledger of the column of
progress.

“T am far within the mark when
1 say that all the armies that ever
marched, and all the navies that
ever were built, and all the par-
lianments that ever sat, and all
the kings that ever reigned, put
together have not affected the
life of man upon this earth as
powerfully as has that One
Solitary life.”
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Missionaries Are Made
At Home

Don Sylvester

Overjoyed at the supply of mon-
ey and personnel beyond all he ex-
pected, A. B, Simpson gave thanks
to God at Old Orchard, Maine, in
1891 by asking God for one thou-
sand missionaries. The total Pro-
testant missionary force in the
world at the time numbered about
seven thousand.

“We will not limit the time,”
said Dr. Simpson. At the Golden
Anniversary of The Christian and
Missionary Alliance in 1937, how-
ever, it was resolved fto set this
goal for 1947, including a budget
of one million dollars a year.

The budget has now climbed to
over four million dollars. Never-
the less, with rising costs and the
interference of five years of total
war, we still have in this our Ju-
bilee Year less than nine hundred
active missionaries.

Missionary recruitment, howev-
er, is not a problem peculiar to the
Alliance. Another missionary soci-
ety very recently announced t_hat it
needs 330 new missionaries to
work on its seventeen fields.
Further more, all the missions will
need many, many more workers
in future years, to keep up with
the demands of the continually in-
creasing population. (The Alliance
needs twenty-five new mission-
aries every year just to remam
at par, to make up for retirements,
deaths, and illnesses, The Christian
and Missionary Alliance includes
only active missionaries in 1ts
statistics.—Ed.) At our present
rate of recruiting new missionar-
ies, it will be utterly impossible
to keep up with the world need.

Christian young people are, of
course, the source of future re-
eruits and replacements; but many
of them grow up, marry, and settle
down in some type of secular
work. They do not become the mis-
sionaries we had hoped they would.
Others go on to a university or col-

lege to train for a special occupa-
tion. While some of the latter may
be prospects, especially when their
professional training is useful on
the mission field, their number is
not great.

Then there are those who are in
Bible college, This, of course, is the
filter through which nearly all our
missionaries eventually must pass.
Even here, however, the number of
graduates who go on to become
active missionaries is comparative-
ly small.

This leaves only one mor2 group
of young people to consider: the
high school students. Here lies
much of the solution to the prob-
lem. Here are the young people
who can still be influenced to train
and to go.

“But how do we influence
them?" one may ask. My answer
is that home training and parental
influence make the difference,

Consider the example for a for-
mer Alliance missionary, now a
teacherat ...... Bible College, Re-
gina, Saskatchewan, Canada. This
teacher's family has, in the past
two generations, given a total of
over 1,000 years of missionary
service. The reason for this phe-
nomenal record, he says, was a
praying grandmother. Twelve of
her own fourteen children went
out to serve the Lord on the for-
cign fields. One of the twelve was
this teacher's mother. Now he and
his wife are praying fervently con-
cerning the Lord's place of service
for their own children.

How we need more such fami-
lies! The right training by the par-
ents in the home is a very vital
link in God's missionary program.
I am one of the fortunate ‘“‘sons”
who came out of such a home, and
I now am preparing for missionary
service in India. T know that with-
out my parent's pravers and train-
ing, T would not be in ..... Bible
College today. Many of my fellow
students also have this testimony.

Young people in public high
schools today need a true Christian
influence from their homes if they
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are to stand in a hostile, ungodly
atmosphere. The philosophy in our
high schools is “learn to earn”,
with the ‘“‘almighty dollar” as the
criterion for judging the value of
education. This obviously puts Bi-
ble colleges at the bottom of the
scale.

Further, the education received
in high school is generally anti-
Christian, There are few leachers
who accept the Bible as fact, and
there are many who call it out-
rightly a collection of myths. Chris-
tian pupils who defend the Biblical
account of Creation may be scoff-
ed at, because Evolution is taught
in their textbooks.

Again, the conduct and morality
of high school teenagers are a ma-
jor eoncern in every city and town
of our land. This is the atmosphere
in which our Christian young peo-
ple must live. It must be counter-
acted in our Christian homes, if
these young people are to be grad-
uated from high school with their
hearts open to God’s call.

Christian parents thus have a
big job, one that they never can do
in their own wisdom and strength.
1t can be done only with God's help
—yet it has been done. T am wit-
ness to that, and so are many oth-
ers who are missionary candidates,
All these witnesses emphasize this
one fact: It was our parents’
prayers that brought us through.”

1. Prayer is the most important
factor in any Christian endeavor,
and this most certainly includes
rearing a family with a missionary
purpose. Parents must pray with
their children—beside the crib,
at the family altar, and later,
about difficulties with ungodly in-
fluences at school.

Besides praying with their chil-
dren, Christian parents must con-
stantly be praying for them, They
must pray for them at the family
altar where the children can listen
and know that their parents want
to see them grow up to serve God,
perhaps on the mission field., Chil-
dren whose earliest memories con-

(Continued on page 10)
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Should A Christian

Celebrate Christmas?

by Rev Fred MeCulley

Every year at this time there
are certain religious organizations
and certain religious personalities
that expend considerable energy
declaiming against the celebration
of Christmas. To them, such an
observance is intrinsically a wick-
ed and idolatrous thing. At the
same time the masses of those
who celebrate Christmas grow
progressively more materialistic,
more covetous, and consequently,
more idolatrous in their attitude
toward Christmas, thus lending a
grudging credence to the claims of
such voices. Now, what should be
the attitude and practice of earnest
Christians? Are these antagonists
of Christmas right?....They are
not right. Most of them have good
reason for hating Christmas, for
they deny the doctrine of the
Incarnation of Christ, which is
central in the Christmas story.
It is more than passing strange
that the only attention such
sources give to the great portions
of the Gospels that convey the
“Christmas story” is in their an-
nual diatribes against Christmas.

The question of observing holy
days receives considerable atten-
tion in the New Testament. In Ro.
14:5,6 it is written: “One man
esteemeth one day above another;
another esteemeth every day alike
Let every man be fully persuaded
in his own mind. He that regardeth
the day, regardeth it unto the
Lord; he that regardeth not the
day, to the Lord he doth not re-
gard it. .." Whether you observe
Christmas or not is a matter of
your personal liberty in Christ.

The key to the moral qualifica-
tion of the observance of days in
this passage is found in the phase
“unto the Lord.” If in truth we
observe the Day “‘unto the Lord,”
it will be a benediction to us. If
we do not thus observe it, it will
be a curse to us.

To help us keep the day unto the
Lord (if that is your desire) 1
suggest the following questions:

1. Does Christmas as I observe
it heighten my devotion to Christ?
Or, does it crowd out my prayer
life, and interfere with my attend-
ance at public worship? If the
secular hurry and push of the
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season dominates our life, we are
in the same class as Bethlehem's
Innkeeper.

2. Does our celebration of
Christmas strengthen the ties of
our family devotion to Christ? or
do we: (1) Lavish gifts upon child-
ren that already have too much,
thus further confirming them in
their selfishness? (2) Fail to teach
them that it is “more blessed to
give than to receive?” (3) Find
that with all our indulgence to-
ward our children that they grow
more unthankful, and more inclin-
ed to take kindness toward them
for granted?

3. Is Christmas a strength to
our church? Or does it with its
pageantry quench the flickering
spiritual light that we have?
Does its materialistic spivit seduce
us to unfaithful stewardship so
that the church has to limp along
without adequate financial sup-
port? What are its effects on our
church attendance?

4. Do I consciously resist those
that tend to paganize Christmas?
Actually is not the whole of “*San-
a Claus,” “Rudolph the Red Nosed
Reindeer,” ete. in competition with
the real story of Christmas? Are
they not exploited enough by the
world so that you can give your
time with your children to some-
thing much more vital to “Keep-
ing the day unto the Lord."”

5. Do I fully avail myself of all
the rich inspirational heritage of
Christmas? For instance, have 1
ever really given attention to the
great songs of Christmas? Songs
such as “Hark the Herald Angels
Sing” provide lofty wvehicles for
devotion and instruction. (T might
also add that they provide the
enemies of Christmas with a
goading incitment to oppose it.

As we go into this blessed sea-
son let us give ourselves seriously
to these questions. There have
been enemies of the Incarnation
of Christ from the days of Herod.
There are always those persons
who secularize holy things and
turn God's glory into shame. None
of these things can keep Christ out
of your home on this Christmas.
It is my prayer that this will be
the most blessed season you have
ever known! May the God who
was worshipped in Bethlehem’s
Manger bestow upon you His sav-
ing gifts as you worship Him
today!

A Present For Jesus

(Continued from page 5)

for Freddie,” said Dickie. “Won't
that be giving a present to Jesus?"

“Yes,” said Miss Mary. “A
beautiful present.”

They stayed in the store a
long long time, and what a happy
day they spent! The storekeeper
promised that every single parcel
should be delivered that very day,
for tonight was Christmas Eve.

So that evening Dickie and Miss
Mary slipped round to Freddie's
to see what had happened there.
And what do you think they saw?
Freddie was sitting on a new
wheeled chair, just the right size
for him. How happy he was! His
arms were not very strong, but
the chair moved so easily that he
could wheel himself all around
the room, It was wonderful, and
he was laughing with glee,

And that was not all. There
were boxes and boxes. Toys,
candy, oranges—it looked as
much like Christmas as the
dining room table did at home
when it was piled with all the
packages.

Dickie could hardly wait to get
home to tell his parents and Aunt
Gladys all about it. When he got
there, here was his favorite Uncle
Harry, too.

Unele Harry was rich and he
certainly did like little boys. “That
yvoungster must have a little
radio,” said he, “and you and I,
Dick, will go this very night to
see about it."”

“Hurrah!" said Dickie. “Another
present for Jesus.”

All the grown-ups looked at him
in surprise, so Dickie had to ex-
plain what Miss Mary had taught
him. “She had me learn a verse,
too,"” he added, “but it was pretty
long and I can't quite remember.
It was ‘In as—in as—""

“Inasmuch as ye have done it
unto the least of these My breth-
ern, ye have done it unto Me."”
quoted Mother softly, her eyes
filling with tears. “I'm afraid we
haven't been remembering that
ourselves."

“Next year,"” said Father, piek-
ing up Dickie and giving him a
big hug, “We'll try to do better
and Dickie will help us give most
of our presents to Jesus.”

Dickie nodded. “It's His birth-
day,” said he.—Herald of Holiness.
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The Shepherd’s Song

(Continued from page &)
many times sung that song to me.
But she died all too soon, other-
wise much of my life would no
doubt have been different.

“When you had finished your
song, it was impossible for me to
take aim at you again. I thought:
“The Lord who is able te save that
man from certain death must
surely be great and mighty'— and
my arm of its own accord dropped
limp at my side.

“Since that time I have wander-
ed about far and wide, but when
1 just now saw you standing there
praying just as on that other oc-
casion, I recognized you. Then my
heart was wounded by your song;
now I wish that you would help
me to find a cure for my sick soul.”

Deeply moved, Mr. Sankey
threw his arms about the man who
in the days of the war had been
his emeny. And this Christmas
Eve the two went together to the
manger in Bethlehem. There the
stranger found Him who was their
common Saviour, The Good Shep-
herd, who seeks for the lost sheep
until He finds it. And when He has
found it, He lays it on His should-
ers, rejoicing,

Missionaries Are Made

At Home

(Continued from page 8)
tain prayers for missionaries at
the family altar will have a mis-
sionary vision nurtured in them
that will make them more sensi-
tive to God's call to foreign serv-
ice.

Husband and wife praying to-
gether for their family will engen-
der a feeling of Christian unity in
the home that will make it the
warm, happy place every Christian
home should be. Such homes as
this produce young men and wo-
men who are socially and mentally
prepared for such a life as a mis-
sionary's life must he.

These prayers also have a very
positive immediate effect on situa-
tions which young people meet.
Teenagers are constantly making
decisions. Any one of these, no
matter how trivial, could be the
one that tips the secale. If these
young people are continually being

supported by praying parents, the
scale is much more apt to tip the
right way. Only praying parents
can make missionarieg out of the
children God has given them.

2. Along with this ministry of
prayer, Christian parents have an-
other responsibility: to give their
children the right philosophy of
life. This must be a philosophy
based on God’s Word, with Jesus
Christ given first place in every-
thing. Only this philosophy will
preduce young people who sincere-
ly love their Redeemer and Lord,
and who will have a longing to see
others come to know Him.

If a teenager is convinced that
the Bible is the Word of God, the
parents’ problems are in one area,
over. However, many young people
have questions about the validity
and authority of the Bible, and
these questions must be answered.
Parents should provide these an-
swers satisfactorily. If our young
people are sure of God's Word,
they will be on solid ground, ready
to grow in grace and knowledge,
and to become useful servants of
the Lord,

Reading the Bible at the family
altar has an important part in es-
tablishing every Christian young
person. Reading God's Word
should be a time of blessing and
enrichment for the family, as they
study it together. No teenager will
be bored as Paul's adventurous
missionary life is studied, or as the
familiar Old Testament stories are
made to come to life again, and
new truths are seen. Missionary bi-
ographies are excellent sources of
fascinating illustrations of God's
mighty works, and provide whole-
some Christian education that will
prepare these missionaries of to-
morrow for a life of serviece to
others.

3. A third great responsibility
of Christian parents is to live an
exemplary life before the family,
If a teenager knows that his par-
ents do not practice what they
preach, neither pleading nor pray-
ing will have much effect on Him.
Parents must really know God,
and be under the guidance of His
Holy Spirit if they are to point
out the right way for their chil-
dren. The wisdom that comes from
God is the only true wisdom.
—From the Alliance Witness
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The Joy of Christmas

(Continued from page 12)
ed that He is unfailingly at work
in our day. In spite of satanic
forces directing wicked men, God
shall in Christ establish His eter-
nal kingdom. There is, with Him,
as James said, “‘no variableness,
neither shadow of turning” (Jas.
1:17). He is at work even in the
personal affairs of each of us who
love and trust Him. We can be
sure of this, regardless of how
confused and uncertain those af-
fairs at the moment appear to be.

We can trust ourselves and all
of our interests in His hand. We
can rejoice in God's faithfulness.

WHY DO MEN find joy in
Christ? Because with His advent
God himself came to us. The angel
announcing to Joseph the coming
of Jesus referred to Him in the
words of Isaiah who declared,
“They shall call his name Emman-
uel, which being interpreted is,
God with us" (Matt. 1:23).

I like very much what Glenn
Asquith has written in this regard.
He says: “How much it means to
us to know, since that long-ago
day in Bethlehem, that God is with
us! No longer need we seek Him
in starry portents, in smoke of
a burnt offering, by priestly or
prophetic intermediaries—He is
ever with us in the person and
life of Jesus Hig Son! And, as Paul
inquired, ‘If God be for us, who
can be against us? (Rom. 8:31).

“With God walking the road
with us, with God as our compan-
ion through the valleys of deepen-
ing shadow, with God as the good
companion of every day, what but
good can happen to us? And all of
this blessedness is found in the
Babe who became Tmmanuel.”

The Christmas carols and festiv-
ities of this season will be mean-
ingful to us in the measure we
have found in Christ deliverance
from sin. In the measure we have
in every phase of our lives proved
Him to be unfailing. In the meas-
ure we realize that in Him the eter-
nal God is actually with us now.

It's a lot easier to be critical
than to be correct.

Don't worry about the job you
don’t like—someone else will soon
have it.



December, 1966

A e e

GOD’S MISSIONARY STANDARD

Page 11

GIVE A BOOK FOR CHRISTMAS!

Good literature is important in 2
Christian home. Have something worth
while to feed the minds of the readers
in your home or church.

8 .59 each
White Queen of the Cannibals, the story
of Mary Slessor, by A. J. Bueltemann
(paper)
Five English Martyrs
by J. C. Ryle (paper)
Martyr of the Catacombs
tale of Ancient Rome (paper)
Triumph of John and Betty Stam
by Mrs Howard Taylor (paper)
None of These Diseases
by S. I. McMillen (paper)

$ .89 each

Little Pilgrim's Progress

Bunyan's story revised
by Helen C. Taylor

In His Steps by C. M. Sheldon (paper)

81.25 each
On the Clouds to China, the story of
Hudson Taylor., by Cyril Davey
Horseman of the King, the story of John
Wesley, by Cyril Davey
To Be a Pilgrim, the story of
Bunyan, by Cyril Davey
Makers of the English Bible
by Cyril Davey

for children

John

Reverence in the Christian Life,
by L. J. DuBois !

Pure Gold, by G. ID. Watson $1.75

Daily Guide for the Sanctified. a
daily devotional, by J. M.

Humphrey $2.00
Spiritual Secrets of Famous Chris-
tians., by A. T. McPherson $2.50

Add 5% for Pennsylvania Sales Tax
and mail to:

Publishing Division
Milesburg, Pa. 16853
Route 220 N.E.

Name
Street
City

State Zip

BEYOND THE BLUE No. Z-5452

A unique book of 61
songs and hymns com-
piled by the members
of the Keller-York
Evangelistic Party.
Contains southern style
music by such famous
hymn writers as: Ira
Stamphill, Mosie Lis-
ter, Charles York, and
others, and includes:
“Just a Closer Walk
with Thee,” “My God
Is Real,’” “Go Tell It
on the Mountain,” '*On
a Rugged Hill," “Be-
yvond the Blue,"” “He Washed My Eyes
with Tears,” “When I Said Yes To
Jesus,”" and others.

THE HIGLEY SUNDAY SCHOOL

LESSON COMMENTARY FOR 1967
- - .

A whole year's Sun-
day School lesson ma-
terial in one volume!
Many new features
this year. Look ovyer
all these advantages:

600 pages including
THE LESSON IN
SONG (48 pages. Spe-
cial hymn for each
lesson  with applica-
| tion), 12 full eolor
\ maps, Verse by verse
exposition, King
James text, Pump
Primer questions, 52 Real Life Ilustra-
tions, 52 Blackboard Diagrams, Daily
Bible Readings, and Age-level treatment.
Price §3.25 plus 45¢ postage and handling.

AT LAST JUST WHAT YOU'VE
BEEN LOOKING FOR

for that child that is learning to play
the: piano. A SERIES OF PIANO
HYMN BQOOKS that is GRADED for
supplemental material. Each book in
this series advances the pupil a little
farther. They are arranged by Fred
Bock. Selections included are:
Hymntime Piano Book One (5745) O
Worship The King — Be Careful Little
Hands
Hyimntime Piano Book Two (5746) What
a Friend We Have in Jesus — All the
Happy Children — I'll Be a Sunbeam
Hymntime Piano Book Three (5747)
America, the Beautiful — I Would Be
True — Fairest Lord Jesus
Hymntime Piano Book Four (5748) Bat-
tle Hymn of the Republic — Give of
Your Best to the Master

Each 32 pages $1.00

BEAUTIFUL PLASTIC ENGRAVED
PLAQUES
Mav be mounted on a door or comes
with plastic pedestals for standing on a
desk. White letters with choice of black,
grained brown, blue or green back-

ground. Size 2" x 8. One line, §1.75;
Two lines, $2.25. Add 75¢c for desk
mounted.

Also 1" x 216" for USHER or Name.
Two clips on back for pocket, or pin on
back (specify which). 85¢

Clarke's Commentary (6 volumes) $27.50

GIFT AND AWARD BIBLES
King James Version
To fit Modest Budgets — Excellent for
Home & Sunaay School

An extraordinary value! Imagine a

Bible with a Concordance, reader helps,
full-color features, and beautiful imita-
binding. . . at

tion leather such very

low prices!

Special Features:

“128-Page Concordance
“Calendar for daily reading
*Periods of Bible History
“Weights, Money, Measures
*Summary of Books of the Bible
*Lenguages of the Bible
"Full-color Presentation Page,
and the Beatitudes.

*Clear, self-pronouncing text.
“Fine, lightweight Bible paper

WORDS OF CHRIST IN RED
Imitation Leather, Limp Binding

No. 221CR Red
No. 221CW White

maps,

each $2.25

EREN NN RN NN PN RN RPN AERRARNO TR
Religious Records 33 LP’s

Jack Holeomb, Lebanon Valley Band,
Central Penna. Band, Mahaffey Trio,

Rev. & Mrs. Earl Deetz, Children’s
Records. —Write for our lists of Gospel
Recordings.

LP156 $3.98

SRR A A a RGN IN RN

Flight Final—most unusual re-
cording. A dramatic comparsion to
death. Written and produced by
Forrest McCullough, Evangelist.
Price $4.33 each which includes
35 for postage and handling costs,

God's Missionary Church

Publishing Division

Route 220 N. E.

Mileshurg, Pa. 16853
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The Joy of Christmas
by A. D. Peisker

Jesus came into the world upon
the wings of joyful song. The
songs of His mother and of angels.
And He himself has taken singing
everywhere.

An interesting witness of this
fact occurred at the outbreak of
the Korean conflict when Ameri-
can military aunthorities took
charge of the large prison at Seoul.
Desiring to provide chaplains for
the prisoners, the authorities poll-
ed the men as to what kind they
preferred. They were asked to
choose from several religious
groups. The poll was overwhelming
in its request for Protestant chap-
lains. Asked why most of them
voted as they did, the Korean
prisoners replied, “We want the
religion with the Jesus song."”

JOY CHARACTERIZED Ma-
ry's song as she anticipated the
coming Saviour. "My soul doth
magnify the Lord,” she exulted,
“and my spirit hath rejoiced in
God my Saviour" (Luke 1:46,47).

Amid celestial glory the angel
announced to shepherds: “Fear
not: for, behold, T bring you good
tidings of great joy, which shall be
to all people. For unto you is born
this day in the city of David a
Saviour, which is Christ the Lord”
{(Luke 2:10,11).

Those paeons of gladness were
like rays of light at dawn heralding
the riging sun after a night made
long and dark by suffering, worry,
and guilt. And ever since, joy—
the joy that only Christ ean give—
has distinguished Christians in
every land.

“Christianty is a religion of
song,” Dewitt Talmage once
wrote. “Agnosticism has no Glo-
ria, Confucianism and Brahman-
ism have no inspiring anthems or
soulful hallelujahs. Drear, weird
dirges reveal no glad hope for
the present or future to heathen
nations. Immortal melodies are
generated the instant Christ is
known, for His love is the source
and soul of praise. Faith in Jesus
awakens gladness and creates a
freeness, fullness, and depth of
songfulness so that the great
question of a believer is, ‘How can
I keep from singing?

THERE IS an early illustration

of this in the eighth chapter of
Acts. The evangelist Philip went
down to Samaria and preached
Christ. The citizens listened and,
believing, were transformed. The
result was that ‘“‘there was great
joy in that city.” The treasurer of
Ethiopia, also accepted Philip's
message and “went on his way re-
joicing.”

Between Mary's song and Phil-
ip’s preaching, the most momen-
tous chapter in world redemption
had been written. Multitudes from
many nations could join Israel's
sweet singer in his prophetic
psalm: “The stone which the build-
ers refused is become the head
stone of the corner. This is the
Lord’s doing; it is marvellous in
our eyes.This is the day which the
Lord hath made; we will rejoice
and be glad in it" (Psa. 118:22-

24). And down to the present time
the chorus of happy singers con-
tinues to increase. Throughout the
world darkened hearts, blighted
homes, and benighted lands have
come to know something of the
light and joy that Christ's sal-
vation brings.

The glad songs of the redeemed,
overflowing from joyful hearts,
have been and are among the most
winsome manifestations of the
Christian graces. A song of a
miner in a train spoke so effect-
ively to the heart of the drunken
father of Joseph Parker that he
never drank again, and saved the
money he would otherwise have
spent for liquor to send Joseph
to college. Joseph became an emin-
ent preacher and prolific writer
whose works continue to bless a

wide readership. A song of a plow-
man working in his field reached
the heart of the mother of Grat-
tan Guinness and kept her from
committing suicide. Dr. Guinness,
who became a powerful witness
for Christ used to tell of the
event saying, “All T am for God
I owe to a humble Christian plow-
man singing the praises of the
Lord as he did his daily task.”

WHY DO MEN find joy in
Christ? Because in Him they are
delivered from their bondage to
sin. Someone has expressed it like
this: “Jesus did not come to save
people from ignorance, though He
has done that; nor from political
bondage, though He has done that
too; nor from famine and poverty,
though where Jesus is known the
sufferings of famine and poverty
are alleviated, The root of the
trouble in the world is sin—break-
ing the commandments of God,
living for self apart from God, law-
lessness, iniquity. This disease af-
fects the entire human race. It is
incurable by any human remedy.
It brings fearful suffering of mind,
heart, and body, individually and
nationally. It ends in death and
the wrath of God. From this fear-
ful power Jesus came te deliver
His people.”

WHY DO MEN find joy in
Christ? Because they see in Him
proof of God's eternal faithful-
Ness.

Mary's Magnificat is a hymn of
praise to God for His disregard
of her lowly estate and for the
high honor He is to bestow upon
her. However, more importantly,
it is a joyous proclamation of
God’s faithfulness in manifesting
His power, holiness and mercy
from generation to generation.

Mary's joy was unbounded be-
cause the angel announcement
gave her assurance that the pur-
poses of God were being accom-
plished. Even then a Redeemer
who had been promised some four
thousand years before would soon
appear, She had pondered this as
she had regularly listened to the
reading of the Scriptures in the
synagogue. Those promises had be-
come a part of her very life. Her
song of adoration now was a strik-
ing medley of Old Testament re-
frains regarding the Messiah.

We ourselves may also be assur-

(Continued on page 10)



