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When Christmas Comes

When Christmas comes again this year . . . and
shopping crowds are great . . . | must not let
my heart forget . . . whose birth we celebrate!-
. . While listening to carols sung . . . in every
little town . . . | must recall the reason why . . .
the angel-choir came down . . . And when the
gifts are given out. . . the salutations said . . . |
must remember wise men came . . . to find a
cattleshed. ... When carolers no longer sing . .
. and trees no longer flame . . . my heart must

keep remembering ... why Jesus really came!

lon woodrum



Page 2

GOD'S MISSIONARY STANDARD

December 1973

THE GLORY OF HIS NAME!

A certain cyni-
cism has devel-
oped the age-old
matter of giving
children names.
Many years ago
parents ponder-
ed greatly what
names they
should give their children. The
names were many times, signifi-
cant and filled with deep mean-
ing. Today the etymological der-
ivation is not so much a factor as
other considerations. One wrote,
“"Some folks have trouble naming
a new baby. Others have rich re-
latives.”

Oliver Wendell Holmes once
wrote, ~If your name is to live at
all. it is much better to have it
live in people's hearts than only
in their brains.” There is one
Name which lives on in the hearts
of countless millions around the
world, the precious Name of
Jesus Christ.

The pages of Holy Writ are
filled with references to Jesus
Christ and to the many appela-
tions and titles which are given
Him. There is a wealth of won-
drous glory to be found in a studv
of the names of Jesus. Let us just
examine one that is heard over
and over again at this time of the
vear.

Isaiah exulted in this in Chap-
ter 9, verse 6. when he burst forth
in prophetic ecstasv — “"For unto
us a child is born, unto us a son
iscqiven. and the government shll
be upon his shoulders, and his
name shall be called Wonderful,
Counsellor The mighty God, the
everlasting Father, the Prince of
Peace.”

‘Wonderful; cries the heart of
everyone who has found Him as
Lord and Savior. There is Pre-

ciousness in His Name. The song-
writer put it well when he worte:

“Precious name, oh how sweet
Hope of earth and joy of
heaven!”
Truly He is wonderful in His
niinistration to us. He has:

Wonderful eyes to see us.
Wonderful ears to hear us,
Wonderful heart to love us
Wonderful hands to hold us
Wonderful words to cheer us
Wonderful Spirit to quide us
Wonderful home to which to
to take us.

Every distraught and troubled
soul may breathe “Counseller’” in
their deepest woe and perplexity.
He who has trod the way before
us, meeting the very things which
We are meeting, is able to empath-
ize as no one else ever could, and
advise us with never any margin
for error or guesswork, The old
songwriter said, "He knows the
way He takes. and T will walk
with Him." Yes, There is Pru-

dence in His Name.

When buffeted by the tempter,
when fiery darts are winging our
way. what a comfort to know
that we have a “"mighty God" who
is able to take our place and as-
sures us of constant victory.
“"When all around my soul gives
way, He then is all my hope and
stay.” Thank God for the Power
of His Name!

What a joy to recognize the
filial ‘relationship which is ours in
Him. Surely, there are times for
chastisement, but these are acts
of love from our ‘“everlasting
Father” who desires nothing but
what is best for us. Instant access
to the throne and all that heaven
afford is ours by simply breath-
ing out "Father,” Let us enjov the
Provisions which are ours through

His Name.

In a world that is wrecked by
turmoil and strife; homes that are
torn asunder by animosity, lives
that are filled with bitterness and
self-reproach, the “Prince of
Peace’ desires to bring to us a
“peace which the world cannot
give, and which it cannot take
away.” This peace, which is not
predicated on earthly possessions,
positions or proclamations is- ours
by submitting to Him. It will ne-
ver be negotiated by Mr. Kissin-
ger or any other earthly being;
it is imparted from above. My
heart rejoices in the Peace in His
Name.

Friends, there is glory in His
Name. We have a Precious rela-
tionship, Prudent Counsel, Pow-
er, Provisions and Peace in this
old troubled world through Jesus
Christ. No wonder the prophet
cried out and the poet penned the
words:

[esus, oh how sweet the Name
[esus, every day the same.
Jesus. let all saints proclaim
Its worthy praise forever.

D.LF
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by Stephen R. Hicks

PART 2

Sanctification means Christian-
itv in depth. Having God in our
heart 15 serious business. It
should cause every nerve in our
body to quiver to think of God
living in our heart. 1 John 2:6
“He that saith he abideth in Him
ought himself also so to walk
even as He walked.” Indeed, he
cught to. "Know ve not that your
body is the temple of the Holy
Ghost, which is in you, which ye
have of God, and ye are not your
own?" I Cor. 6:19.

Although faith is the condition
upon which we are Sanctified, let
it be understood that there has
never been one single soul filled
with the Holy Spirit who was not
completely consecrated. Rather or
not a saved man can be less than
completely consecrated is a point
to be discussed at another time
and place. If T want to be Ffull
of God, I must be empty to all
else. 1f I want God to be mine, |
have got to be His. It is no great
wonder that so few are filled
with the Spirit as they were com-
manded; they are too much filled
with everything else. Sanctifica-
tion. I am sure, is for those who
get serious about Spirituality; for
those who truly want God more
than anvthing in the world,

[ heard this testimony given a
number of years ago. "I had
sought God for years to be sanc-
tified before finally being filled
with the Spirit, but I am convinc-
ed, had I prayed the first time
like I did the last time I would
have received the blessing then.”
What is it then that makes the
difference? Faith to believe and
a heart that wants nothing, noth-
ing at all as much as it wants

God.

Consecrating is necessary, but
it is not always clearly defined
and put in its rightful place. Son:
people are so interested in mak-
ing a perfect sacrifice that they
forget to seek God for the fire to
consume it. I am convinced in mv
own mind that we often follow
the wrong pattern in attempting
to attain Holiness. Toon often we

seek some gqratifying experience
rather than seeking God himself.
If we seek an experience, we may
get one and it might be a bad
one. If we seek God. we'll find
God and that ought to be exper-
ience enough. If we are going to
call Sanctification or Holiness an
experience, let's be sure we make
it clear what we mean. We can
experience God coming into our
hearts to abide. We readily admit
this. But, we can also experience
an emotional climax or a mental
ecstasy and never move a step clo-
ser to God.

People must be told to seek
God. Back to our illustrations of
this seed. then the plant. then the
bud, etc. Many seek the seed, but.
because they feel they have at-
tained "their experience, but. be-
cause they feel they have at-
teined “'their experience.” they
never seek fo the plant exper-
tence, then the bud and the flow-
er, etc. They have sought. past
tense, and they seek no more.
Christians must be seekers.

“If we think of what God plans
for us, and has provided in His
grace, in the sense of maturity
and depth and skill. we are al-
ways behind. But the question is,
are we merely behind what God
expects us to be next year, or are
we also behind in what He ex-
pects of us today? The contrac-
tor who hasn't yet finished the
house because he has six more
weeks in the contract can’t be ac-
cused of failing, even though the
house is incomplete. But if he is
behind schedule. and not catching
up, he is in a serious bind, things
nced to be done fast.” Christians
are behind in their seeking God.
They are not satisfied with an
antiquated experience. Sanctifica-
tion is keeping our experience up
to date. That means being on
talking terms with God. If we do
something wrong, we tell Him
about it. Why not? He's our
best friend. It is not a mere ex-
perience. It is a life full of God.

The question must surely arise
here; can we be filled with the
Spirit at one instant and remain
full till we cross the line of
worlds? This question had plagued
my mind often, then | came upon

INDWELLING SPIRIT

this passage, 'Draw nigh to God
and He will draw nigh to you"
James. 4:8. Can we ever get as
close to God as is possible with-
in the realms of His provision? 1
think not. The paradox is this:
We can be filled, but we also
can be more full. The Psalmist
spoke of the Lord enlarging his
heart. We can gain, by drawing
nigh to God, a greater capacity
to love God and thus be more full
cf Him than we were. But it re-
quires a seeking after, a longing
for God that never subsides or
becomes latent. This is the lov-
ing God with all our heart. soul
and mind that will bring God
nigh to us. The more we love God
the more of God we find there is
to love. The more intimate our

{Continued c¢n Page 6)
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CHURCH NEWS

LEBANON

Greetings from the land of the
Pennsylvania Dutch. The Lord is
moving on hearts as He did in
years gone by. God gave us a
jood revival, Sept. 18-29 with Rev.
John Archer as evangelist and the
Fullers as singers. The Spirit of
God was upon each service. There
were many seeking God in saving
and sanctifying power, and praise
the Lord there are some that still
have a ringing testimony today
as I write this article. There were
a few that bowed at the altar of
prayer, the last service. that had-
n't been seeking God for years.
Our prayer is that we may con-
tinue to see revival fires burn on
our hearts until Jesus comes back.
God give us men and women that
will be willing to pay the price
for the souls of men. There is no
price too great to pay in seeing
the lost saved from an awful Hell.
It will take praying, fasting and
denving of ourselves to see vic-
tory in this dav.

The young people of our church
decided to participate in Harvest
Home for Penn View this year.
We set a goal of $2000.00 to be
reached within five weeks. The
money received was in turn tak-
en. by the vouth president to se-
veral nearby merchants who gave
most everything below wholesale
cost. The one merchant, (Smith
Sales) gave several items as a
donation. We thank the Lord for
his generosity toward Penn View.
Well, neadless to say, we went
over the top. Hallelujah! Be-
sides the groceries we purchased.
we decided to buy a beef, to be
delivered the beginning of the
vear. The total amount brought
in for this project was $2876.00.
This made our hearts rejoice to
know that the Lord helped us go
over our goal. We also know
that Penn View needs all the help
we as the Children of God can
give in these davs. You never can
outgive God. This writer can
prove this! Our students at Penn
View (Elizabeth Kline, Sharon
Peters, Keith Arndt) are enjoy-
ing the fruit of our labors
Praise the Lord! We at Lebanon

appreciate Penn View and our

MARY BOOP

Mary Elizabeth Boop, daughter
of Harvey and Sarah Shemory,
was born in Limestone Township.
Llnion County. Pa. November 3rd.
1925. She passed away Sunday.
Qctober 12th, 1975 in the Evan-
gelical Community Hospital at
Lewisburg, Pa. Sr. Boop passed
away after a prolonged illness,
and periodic hospitalization. She
bere her suffering patiently, and
assured her family, friends and
Pastor of her readiness to meet
her God. The funeral services
were conducted in the James
Schwartz Funeral Home in Miff-
linburg by her Pastor. She is sur-
vived by her husband, Nelson,
and one son Kenneth. She rests
in the Hartleton Cemetery await-
ing the Trumpet Sound of the first
resurrection.

students.
On Oct. 18, 1975 one of our

boys took the marriage vows with
Sue Hildebrand from Vicksburg,
Michigan. Dale Arndt and Sue
were married in Michigan so there
were just a few who were able
to attend the ceremony. But we
have good reports of the wedding.
On Oct. 25, we did have a oppor-
tunity to attend a reception on
their behalf at the Ono Fire Hall.
We had a chance to congratulate
the newlyweds. God's richest
blessing be upon them as they
make their abode in Michigan.

In conclusion, we desire the
prayers of each reader here at
Lebanon.

In His Service

_Legnard Raub

Evangelists’ Slate

Rev. John Archer

2419 Oakwood Avenue
Zanesville, Ohio 43701

Rev. N. N. Fair, Sr.

Rt. No. 2

Liberty, S. C. 29637

Rev. and Mrs. Nick Fair
Al-Mar Acres

State College. Pa.

Rev. Jack Jarrent

633 N. George St

York, Pa. 1740

Rev. Ray Lassell

Rt. No. 2, Box No. 35
Brownsburg, Ind. 46112
Rev, and Mrs. Marlin Moore
Evangehst and Singers

R. D. 1. Woodbury. Pa.
Rev. J. W. Portwood

R. R. No. 4

Richmond, Kentucky 40475
Rev, Ames Tillis

Route No. |

Rutland, Ohio 45775

Rev, and Mrs. Fred A, Wagner
Evangelist and singers with
several instrumerits

R.R. 2, Lexington, . 61753
Rev. Fred Watson

Box 41, Hartleton, Pa

Rev. and Mrs. John White
Evangelist and singers with
several instruments, railer
Box 6, Penns Creck, Pa, 17862
Dec. 18-21 Open date

Dec. 31 - Jan. 4 (Ev. Bre.) Berrys-

burg, Pa.
Jan. 9-18 (Friends). Westfield, Ind.
Jan. 21 - Febh. 29 - Indian Work —

South Dakota
Mr. and Mrs, George Young
Song Evangelists
Silver Creek Road
Hellerstown, Pa, 18055

3
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Rev. Earl Deetz, Sr. is available for ser-
vices, whether they be one day, week-end, or full
length revival meetings. He may be contacted

by writing to:

Rev. Earl Deetz, Sr.

21 N. Diamond St.
Shamokin, Pa. 17872
Telephone 717-648-4904
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General Youth Rally
Helfenstein, Pa.
(Oct. 17, 1975)

A good representation of
churches was present for the rally
at Helfenstein: Beavertown
church topped the list with some
fifty-five, There was a good spi-
rit and it seemed the meeting fair-
lv took wings as we sang one
chorus after another, rejoicing in
the goodness of Jesus.

Our speakers for the evening
were Mr. and Mrs, Donald Gran-
ite of Clarence, Pa. They attend
the Milesburg God's Missionary
Church. Sis. Granite sang two
special songs, and then. both gave
their testimonv how God saved
from out of the darkness of the
Roman Catholic Church. She had
been a catechism teacher, and two
of the sons had been altar boys,
attending the priest in his ceremo-
nies. God dealt with Sis. Granite
and she was saved at her kitch-
en sink. 'l just knew I was sav-
ed. It was so simple. 1 called se-
veral of my Catholic girlfriends,
but only one even knew what I
was talking about.” He was not
saved till several months later.

They began to search for a
church. One night he and seve-
ral children (they have seven)
went to revival meeting at Miles-
burg. She asked him, “What was
it like? He said, “You'll have to
see for yoursell." That was early
in 1973 and they have scarcely
missed a single service since that
time.

We rejoiced to hear how their
whole family was changed. After
they spoke to us, we had the en-
tire family stand in front of the
altar. What a thrill to see them
all with a testimony — saved
through Jesus' grace! Hallelujah!

But they are just one family.
Thousands more are still in dark-
ness. Our prayers should go out
to Roman Catholics. They have a
form of godliness but no power.
This family has a good testimony,
especially a good witness to Cath-
olics.

Thanks to you for supporting
another rally, Thanks to the
church for the open door. But
above all "thanks be unto God
for His unspeakable gift!"”

Timothy L. Cooley

November Rally
Nov. 10, 1975
Lewistown, Pa.

We sincerely appreciate your
fine response to another rally.
A good number gathered. Bea-
vertown church was again in the
lead with over sixty persons at-
tending. There were a number of
other churches represented as
well as several Evangelical Meth-
odist congregations.

The Victory Trio (Judy Wil-
liams, Penny Ford, Mary Braun)
ministered in special singing and
the Word. Sis. Mary Braun led
a rousing song service, includ-
ing, “The Battle Hymn of the Re-
public”™ (or “"Mine Eyes have
seen the Glory™”). The spirit of
the meeting was high. We en-
joyed two vocal numbers and an
instrumental.

Sis. Williams preached a stire
ring message, 'The man who
said he would, but couldn’t,” from
Judges 16:20. Samson thought he
could handle the matter in his
own way but when the test came
couldn’t. Young people often
think they can quit sin when they
are ready but it is not that easy.
Sin binds, blinds. and it grinds.
It binds with the quilt of the past,
with the hopelessness of the pre-
sent, and with the helplessness of
the future. It binds to the reali-
ty of ones own own condition and
to the presence of the Savior. It
grinds and grinds in haunting
memories.

Sis. Williams testifies of how
God had met various personal
needs and answered prayer.
Again and again she shouted, "It
pays to serve Jesus. It pays. It
pays.”

She exhorted us to choose
God's way at any cost, affirming
that the way of the transqressor
is hard and that it binds us more
and more until we cannot escape.
Only Jesus can set us free.

Many thanks to all of vou for
supporting the rally with vyour
presence and good spirit. We
trust God for gqreater things
ahead.

Please support us in praver.

T. Cooley

Coveteousness at

Christmas

“The life is more than meat, and
the body is more than raiment.”
Luke 12:23

These words follow a very fa-
miliar parable. A young man had
requested of Jesus, “"Master, speak
to my brother that he divide the
inheritance with me.” Jesus de-
clined, and then said, “Take heed.
and beware of coveteousness”
« . . What? Coveteousness? The
man had only asked for kis own
rights! Yes. Coveteousness. Jesus
knew how much material things
meant to the young man.

He gave the parable of the
Rich Fool who decided to build
bigger barns in which to store
his abundance and then to retire
and take it easy. But God said.
“Thou, fool . ..." You know the
rest, he was to die that night!

There is no evidence this man
was anything but honest. It is not
said that he refused to give to
the poor or that he did not give
tithes and offerings at the syna-
gogue. No gross sin is laid upon
him. There is only one indict-
ment—he was “not rich toward
God.” He had planned only for
this present life.

Americans are like Spoiled
Children. We are very jzalous of
our ‘rights”. We are very fond
of toys and vain. valueless pos-
sessions. Snowmobiles, motorcy-
cles, motorhomes or travel trail-
ers, games, recreation, fun—we
must have it all. We have like-
wise spoiled our children. until
the main subject of conversation
this month is, “What are you go-
ing to get for Christmas?” We
are much like the rich fool! We
plan for now. We want a good
time here. Let's eat, drink, and be
merry. Certainly, many of us give
tithes: and offerings. Some may
go even bevond that and give
niore, but most of us give out of
our abundance! We do not hurt
ourselves in our giving. Any one
who does is thought to be a fana-
tic. We feel pious to give $100 to
Foreign Missions. We feel very
spiritual if we manage to fast a
meal. God helps us! Wea know
nothing of real sacrifice.

Jesus warns us, “There is more

(Continned on Page 9)
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Christmas -- The Missionaries Heartbreak

Kay Smith

The feverish cry of a little child
rings out in the hot night. Her
cry comes often, "Oh, Daddy.
bring me a cold drink of water!"
‘Mother, I'm so hot. Will it soon
be morning?” The hushed whis-
per of a young missionary moth-
er comes in comforting softness
in an effort to still the child’s
restless tossing and feverish cries.

In the other dimly lighted
room the missionary father sits
with bowed head. a picture of de-
spair, weariness, and heartbreak.
He cannot stand the cries of his
baby—his only little girl. born
to him and his young wife a few
short years ago. How can he re-
mind her that there is no cold
water—only the water in a ster-
ilized container, warm and flat
with the boiling? How can he
comfort her with the words, "It
won't be long 'til morning. dar-
ling," when he knows that with
the morning comes no relief from
the heat, insects, and the hun-
dred other things that will only
add to the miseries of his little
one?

His eves are burning and het
with unshed tears as he raises his
head to look for his old tattered
Bible lving so near him. He holds
it in his hands lovingly, and then
the anquish of his heart causes
him to cry out his need to God.

"Oh, God, why was | sent
here? Is it fair to subject my dar-
ling to this misery? . . . This is
Christmas Eve back home. Lord.
" There will be snow oft the ground
—bright lights, happy laughter.
Oh, God. if 1 had only a little
snow to place on the fevered lips
of my little girl! . . . There will be
happy throngs milling around the
brightly lighted stores. I remem-
ber doing my last-minute shop-
ping at home . . . . How long has
it been?

“Friends will be greeting
friends, saving Merry Christ-
mas., Happy New Year!' Oh,
those times were good . . . . Moth-
er and Dad will be planning on
the other children coming home
.+ . . Mother is no doubt in the

kitchen baking those good pies
and fixing the turkey, It's been a
long time since 1 have tasted
American food! Not enough of
vegetables and good fresh milk
here, Lord. That is why my little
one is ill . . ..

Oh, God. does anyone care that

we have given up the joy of
Christmas Eve at home? Have
they forgotten us completely?

There was not much money in the
mail for Christmas . . . . Perhaps
it will come later. People don't
mean to be thoughtless, Lord.
but oh, if they knew what it
means to have their love gifts ar-
rive in time to buy something for
my little one and my precious
wife.

“I wonder how much our
friends are spending on their
families tanight. 1 wonder if they
know how much it would mean
to me to he able to give a drink
of cold water to my baby or put
a new toy into her restless little
hands to bring a smile to her lips
and a little jov to her heart . . .
| wonder if they know how much
it would mean to us to be able to
walk into our church tonight, all
biightly lighted, with softly play-
ina music, and mingle with our
friends after listening to the Word
of God poured out from a sin-
cere heart . . . .

“Lord. we do miss our church,
our [riends. our families. It is
especially hard tonight. Lord. for
it is Christmas Eve. Oh. God.
why am [ here?”

Then comes a voice soft and
sweet. You are here. my child,
because vou love Me. You are
here, My son, because you are
not your own. You were bought
with a price, the price of My
hlood shed for vou. You are hers
because I am here. Didnt [ pro-
mise never to leave vou nor for-
sake ‘you? Be of good cheer, my
son. It is Christmas in' your heart
because [ dwell there. Did you
think I did not care? Take cout-
age. trust Me: your child is in
My hands. Tomorrow is Christ-
mas: it knows no boundaty, time.
nor place. It can be Christmas in
your heart.”

—The Missionary Digest

The Indwelling Spirit
(Continued from Page 3)

relationship becomes, the closer
we want to get. What man has

ever felt be could not be one speck

niore like Jesus? That man would
be more than man: he would be a
god himself. Nevertheless, it is
God's wish for man that he be-
come most intimate with Him.
“Behold. what manner of love the
Futher hath bestowed upon us.
that we should be called the sons
of God.” 1 John 3:1. He wapts
us to fove Him most, so He loves
us with so great a love as to call
us sons. It is this great love that
draws us toward God all of our
life. It is this great love, in the
person of the Spirit in our life,
that we call sanctification. God
living in the core of the man: the
man who wants God there more
than anything else, and by living
within the man. draws the man
closer and closer and closer. That
is Sanctification to me. Call it an
experience, a second work, a sec-
ond grace; call it what we may,
it is God in the man. It is all of
God in all the man, at least all
the man today. Tomorrow the
man may be bigger inside and
there's always more of God to fill
the new space. Or perhaps: it
would be more correct to say the
man grows inside as God comes
in more and more. The man must
mike room for God. God never
pushes Himself in. it is strictly a
qive and take proposition. [f we
want more of His presence in our
lite. if we let Him know we want
it, really want it bad, He is there.
He enlarges our capacity and fills
us to the brim. Thus if we draw
nigh to Ged, He will draw nigh
to us: Christian development is
actually entire sanctification in ac-
tion. It is easy to talk about
Ckristians growing in grace, but
in actual fact the growth of be-
lievers not wholly sanctified is
very, very slight.” They mav
change outwardly, thev will if
they have really found God. But.
the real drawing nigh to God, the
actual spiritual growth of matur-
ity will be slight. As the soul be-
gins. to pant after God as the
heart after the water brooks,
saictification is bequn, and I like
to think it will never stop.
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The Greatest Miracle

by Raymond £. Polfard

‘And the Word was made [lesh,
and dwelt among us ,
(John 1:4)

The greatest miracle of Christ-
mas, to me, is not the angels’ song
over those Judean hillsides which
the shepherds heard, nor the mir-
aculous star that appeared to lead
three wise men to the place where
the young Child lay. nor the pro-
vidential circumstances that
brought that peasant couple
from Nazareth to Bethlehem ex-
actly on time to fulfill the an-
cient prophecy of Micah, Not
these. nor a number of other
things, produce the sense of awe
and wonder this writer [eels at
Christmastime. To me, the real
miracle of Christmas is expressed
in this old. familiar song usually
reserved for this season of the
vear: "Hark! the Herald Angels
Sing!™

“Churist, by highest heaven ador-
ed; Christ the C\'erlnsnnq Lord!

Long desirad. behold Hini come,
finding here His humble home;

Veiled in flesh, the Godhead see;
Hail th® Incarnate Deity!

Pleased as man with men to dwell,
Jesus, our Immanuel!”

There is the miracle of Christ-
ruas: Veiled in flesh, the God-
head see.” To put it in the words
of John: “"The Word was made
flesh. and dwelt among us" —
Jesus (“the Word") became man
(“flesh™) and “dwelt [taberna-
cled] among us.” He pitclied His
tent among us, and brought God
within the reach and understand-
ing of us all. Can we ever cease
to marvel at that!" This is what
we mean when we speak of “the
incarnate Christ” — He came “in
the flesh.” Thus, the Incarnation
of the Son of God is the fact of
God’s becoming man — an un-
created, divine Person., who had
eternal pre-existence. He took the
form of a created being, and be-
came in time what He was not,
in eternity — “flesh.”

But as great a part of the mira-
cle as the fact. is the method by
which this was accomplished. The
virgin birth was the method by
which God the Son became man.

[t seems we need a renewed em-
phasis on this glorious truth in
our day. Many attempts are being
mwade to cheapen our estimate of
Clirist, and to attack His deity.
and redice Him tec a mere man
among men, for some reason, the
Biblical teaching that Jesus was
born of a virgin has been the bat-
tleground of attack by both an-
cient and modern Per-
haps this is due to two things:
(I') they refuse to accept this
record of a bioclogical miracle as
true; and (2) they do not want to
believe His claims that He was
the Son of God. Admitting the
virgin birth would admit this. So
they either totally reject the vic-
gin birth or reduce it to the level
of unimportance,

skeptics

To be quilty of either of these
is to rob the Christmas Story of
its true content, for Christmas is
more than cheery greetings, up-
lifting music and the exercise of
benevolence. It is “Immanuel! —
God with us.” It is the mystery
of a miracle birth. It is the won-
der of God veiling Himsell in hu-
man flesh. To denv or reduce to
the level of unimportance the vir-
gin birth, is to destrov the vital
foundation of our faith and rob
the Christmas message of its
greatest miracle.

The virgin birth was first fore-
told in Genesis 3:15 where it was
promised that the Great Deljve-
rer would be of “the seed of the
woman.  One noted scientist
said: "'Biologically, all people are
normally of the seed of the
male.” This prophecy was later
clarified in Isaiah 7:14. The word
used in this prophecy for “vit-
gin~ has been debated by many.
but its usage is always consistent
with the meaning, “'virgin." In
fact, the standard Greek word for
“virgin' is used here by the scho-
lars in the Greek Septuagint; and
Matthéw, quite obviously quoting
Isaiah’s prophecy, does the same.
There are other references in the
Old Testament (Isa. 9:6-7, Mi-
cah 5:2), and some in the Gos-
pels and Epistles (such as Gal
4:4) which clearly imply or ex-
plicity state the virgin birth.

The modern liberals object to
this, for they say such an event

of Christmas

would be contrary to bialogical
law. But that is just the point —
thie virgin birth was a mighty mir-
acle accomplished directly by the

power of God himself! (Read
Luke 1:35). "Marv, the virgin,
was the mother of 2 Son — and

the Son, just as old as God the
Father and ages older than His
mother, was the Maker of His
mother. The weak Babe nursed at
a mother's bhreast was Almightv

God.”

Yes, Jesus is virgin born. [f
not. we have no Savior. If not, we
have no integrity. no credibility.
nc reliability of the Scriptures
All are invelved in the truth of
the wvirgin birth. If Chiist was
born of man and not of God. Cal-
vary has no meaning, and the
Gospels ‘are not Good News, but
a tissue of falsehoods. To be truly
our Savior, He had to be far more
than a mere man. So when vou
think of the Christmas Stotry ( the
angels, the star, the singing, the
shepherds. the wise men, Bethle-
hem), do not lose sight of the
central and basic truth at Christ-
mas: the miracle of the virgin
birth: That first Christmas  cli-
maxed the greatest event in all
history since Creation itself. Cer-
tainly. true Christians must be-
lieve and rejoice in the historical
fact of the virgin birth of their
Lord and Savior. This is the Al-
pba of our Christian faith. JESUS
IS VIRGIN BORN . . . that is
the gqreatest miracle of Christ-
mas!

—_——
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Freddie quivered with excitement as he gazed at
the bulging stocking. It was so very kind of Mr. Hollis
to think of him — the little orphan boy — and include
him in with his own children. They had just opened
theirs and how every eye was on the trembling Freddie
as he proceeded to discover the contents of his precious
stocking. In plunged his hand and excitement gave
place to perplexity as out tumbled — not all sorts of
sweets and toys such as had been in the other stockings,
but only a host of plain wood shavings., In plunged the
little hand once more to achieve the same result. Fred-
die looked puzzled. Well, surely there must be some
precious gift tucked down out of sight, perhaps in the
very toe of the stocking. But no — nothing could he
discover except more of those frustrating shavings. The
little boy by this time was a picture of disappointment
as he sat gazing at the now empty stocking. But to Mr.
Hollis, standing by, it was all a huge practical joke.
“Ha, ha, ha, that's a good joke on Freddie,” he laughed.

Freddie slipped out of the room as soon as possible
and ran to the hayshed, to sob out his aching little heart
among the soft comfort of the hay. He was so very
disappointed. He had tried so hard to help Mr. Hollis
around the farm and do each chore cheerfully, which
wasn't always easy; and he did so miss his parents who
had hoth died — his father when he was six and his
mother three years later, just before he had come to Mr.
Hollis. And now the cruelty of the joke that Christmas
morning seemed the last straw. Down flowed the tears,
thick and fast. Many a boy would have become embit-
tered for life as a result of such treatment, but Freddie
was different. His mother had often told him that there
was a kind Heavenly Father whose love for little boys
was even greater than that of any earthly parent. And
now on that memorable Christmas morning Freddie was
proving that that was indeed true. Such a sense of
comfort surrounded and filled his sad heart that he just
knew that he could tell Him about it and He was sure
to understand. Freddie felt so much better after con-
fiding his troubles to this Heavenly Father that he could
even go about his usual morning chores.

He never quite forgot this incident, however, and
while it did not embitter him it made him ultra sensitive
to the feelings of little children. It also influenced him
in his writing of hymns, especially the one which begins,
“My Father has many dear children; Will He ever forget

By Trudy Harvey

to keep me?” Eventually Fred A. Graves became a
noted hymn-writer and wrote other well-known pieces
such as “He was nailed to the cross for me,” and “Honey
in the Rock."”

Mr. Hollis, on the other hand, hecame the loser for
his treatmenl of the little orphan boy. He Dbecame
increasingly moody and dissatisfied with life until one
day he decided to end it all in suicide — quite a con-
trast to the happy and useful life which Freddie grew
up to lead. Mr. Hollis had never learned the simple fact
that Freddie had discovered that Christmas morning —
and perhaps it is true to say that we adults are slower
to accept these simple tfruths — that there is indeed a
Heavenly Father wailing for us to cease carrying our
troubles, to stop trying to remedy our sins, in short,
trying so unsuccessfully to cope with life in general, and
to simply look to Him as Father and trust Him to take
over our lives.

But there is the fact about the shavings too. All
through life, we get our hearts fixed on things or on
people. We expect them to satisfy our longing, aching
heart — in fact, we don’t realize how much we have
relied on them until one day we discover that they are
nothing but shavings after all.

I believe that it would be the most wonderful of all
Christmases if we could discover as individuals the
great Gift of our Heavenly Father which will never dis-
appoint, which will never lose its wonder or its capacity
of satisfying our hearts. It was about that Gift, given
to poor, sinful, wretched humanity many years ago, that
Isaiah wrote, “For unto us a child is born, unto us a
son is GIVEN: and the government shall be upon his
shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful,
Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father,
The Prince of Peace.”

You see, when nothing but shavings is found in the
“stockings” of our ambitions and cherished hopes, our
Heavenly Father is standing by, not only to hear the
anguished cry of our disillusioned hearts, but to remind
us that up to that moment we have either spurned or
been unaware of His Gift to us — the Gift of His Son,
and in Hi$ Son the gift too of salvation {rom sin, and
from eternal punishment for that sin. “By grace are
ve saved,” says St. Paul, “through faith; and that not
of yourselves: it is the gift of God.”
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... HOME MISSIONS . ..
The Holy Spirit In Home Missions

“The harvest truly is plenteous.
but the laborers are few.”

Matthew 9:37

We are living in a day of tre-
rmendous needs. It seems as god-
liness wanes so does everything
else. When our country honored
God we prospered but along with
sin comes shortages. When our
churches begin to cool off and
become lukewarm then also trou-
ble sets in. The Holy Ghost is the
only answer! God said. “Them
that honor me, I will honor.” I
Sam. 2:30. God is looking for
people to uplift Christ and the
Holy Ghost instead of human
personality.

We are dealing in this article
with the shortage of laborers fill-
ed with the Holy Ghost. More
and more there are sheep without
a shepherd. For years missionar-
ies have sent out pleas for need-
ed laborers on the foreign soil—
that need still remains. Now it is
found right here at home. Chur-
cnes suffer without a full-time
pastor. QOthers are calling for
someone to lead them out and
start an old-fashioned holiness
church where once again the Spi-
rit has His way. The home mis-
sion department could do more
but where are the laborers to work
with! Our schools are just not
producing them, Qur churches are
not sending them out. The rea-
son is a lack of PRAYER and
the HOLY GHOST. When a
church is praying like she should
God will be on her. We need the
Holy Ghost to convict our young
people of their sins, we need the
Holy Ghost to reveal the depths
of depravity and lead them into
a real experience of Holiness,
and we need the Holy Ghost to
burn the call on the hearts of
our young people.

There definitely is a need for
laborers and the right kind. We
need laborers who had a definite
born again experience, Many fail
to pray through. We need to
pray until the Spirit witnesses.
This only comes when one goes
to the bottom and surrenders

ALL. Too many have hidden re-
servations, fail to say that last

“YES" and GO THROLUIGH.

We need laborers with a defi-
nite experience of sanctification.
In this day of hurry we push them
out too fast. Jesus said, “Tarry
until ye be endued with power
from on high.” The divine prere-
quisite is HOLINESS, We are
living in a day of SHAMS; sham
altar work, sham seeking, sham
testifying, — sham living. True
holiness will burn out the sham
and dross. We need to tarry and
take time to die out. The most of
us didn't die too easily. The old
man puts on a fight and doesn’t
want to die. Let the Holy Ghost
deal with every area of your life—
yeur plans, ambitions, desires.
and goals. Let HIM break it all
up. As a young boy I knew of
a house | liked and wanted to
have one like it when | grew up
but I had to let God “burn it up”
when He took control of my life.
Many don't think God deals with
little insignificant things but He
DOES. One Sunday morning
when only a lad | was dressing
for church and was putting my
cuff links on and the Holy Ghost
whispered and said, “You should-
n't wear them.” And | haven't
since that day. He'll deal with
every aspect of your life. He'll
even tell you what kind of shoes
to wear. Oh, for young people
who will let GO and let God
work on them and break them,
melt them. and mold them. Holi-
ness will kill carnality and self in
you. You'll never be the same!
Glory to God!

We need laborers with definite
convictions. Too many are saying,
“I don't see anything wrong with
that.”. Too many are taking the
easy way— no reproach, no per-
secution, no battles. We need la-
borers who will be strong in the
Lerd and in the power of His
might.

We need laborers wh o have
definite blessings. There is noth-
ing as thrilling as to see a young
person 'taste the glory.” Young

people should be blessed. We're
seeing fewer people getting bless-

ed. IF the pulpit loses the fire so
will the pew. We need to quard
against nice services that are full
of ice. We need Jesus once again
to come and change our water in-
to wine — the
Canaan.

new wine of

We must close this article, but
our heart hungers tc see a revival
of old-time power and glory and
the needs met. The Holv Ghost
is our ONLY answer!

—Arlan L. Krat:z
—o—

Coveteousness at

Christmas

(Centinued from Page 3)

to life than food and clothes—
material things.” Qur sves are
often content to rest upon the
things of this life. We seem to
forget eternity and the doom of
lost souls, Anyone who cries such
things in our ears is spoiling
our good time. Read Luke 12:13-
40 prayerfully. Instead of lavish-
ing our abundance on ourselves
we should put it to work for God.

Let's resolve this Christmas to
remember God in our giving! We
should give Him at least as much
as we give that special one in our
lives. Give it to missions. or to
the poor, or to some worthy pro-
ject, where you can be assured
Jesus would say, "inasmuch _as
ye have done it unto one of the
least of these my brethren, ve have
done it unto me.”

I challenge you to really say
with heart and hand, “Thanks be
unto God for His unspeakable
qift!"

T. Cooley
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May the Joy and Peace

of this Blessed

Season

Be with you into the New Year

Mervy Christmas

ano

Happy New Uear

’
37

The Standard Staff

B el

The second time, to rule and
reign.
To end all sorrow, death, and
pain.

In endless bliss we then shall
dwell
With Him who saved our souls
from Hell,
And worship Him — not
Christmas!
—M. R. DeHaan, M.D., Teacher
Radio Bible Class

Can This Be Christmas?

What meaneth all this fuss and
worry!
Whence go these crowds to
run and scurry?
Why all the lights — the Christ-
mass trees’
The silly “fat man"? Tell me,
please!

Why, don't you know? This is
the day
When everybody should be
qay.
For this is Christmas!

So this is Christmas, do you say?
But where is Christ this Christ-
mas Day?

Has He been lost among the

throng?
His voice drowned out by
empty song?

No, He's not here — vyou’ll find
Him where

Some humble soul now kneels
in pravyer;

There vou'll find Christ — not
Christmas.

In countless homes the candles
burning,
In countless hearts expectant
vearning
For gifts and presents, food and
fun,
And laughter till the day is
done.

But not a tear or grief or sorrow
For Him so poor He had to
borrow
A crib, a cot, a boat, a bed.

I'm sick of all this empty
celebration,
OF feasting, drinking,
recreation;
I'll go instead to Calvary.
And there I'll kneel with those

who know
The meaning of that manger

low,
And find the CHRIST — not
Christmas.
And find the Christ — not
Christmas.

[ leap by faith across the years
To that great day when He
appears

NEEDS AT PENN
VIEW BIBLE
INSTITUTE

—Electric  typewriters for typing
classes

~Paint or money to buy paint for
our class rooms (3 gallons semi-
gloss needed per room)

—Denated labor — general clean-
up, painting, carpsntry, masonry,
p-astering

—Garbage cans. garbage bags

—Sewing machines  for proposed
Home Economics Class

—Snow  Shovels, rakes, brooms,
brushe:

—Adding machines, calculators for
Business Department (or $39.00
for each machine),

Help A Needy
Student Fund

{Tax Deductible)

Help  some needy student today,
Write us fer information. MAKE
CHECKS PAYABLE TO PENN
VIEW BIBLE INSTITUTE Needy
Student Department,

WE NEED FINANCIAL AID TO.
WARD} THE NEW CHOIR BUS.
Make checks payable to Choir BUS
FUND. Penn View Bible Institute,
P. O. Box 97, Penns Creck, Pa. 17862
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“Born This Day” By Paul S. Rees

In the Luke account of our Savior's birth,
we have these words: “Born this day . . . a
Savior” (2:11).

Along with the coming of Jesus certainly
there were some things associated with Him,
wilth g{ls person and with His advent, that were
also born.

15

First, let us say that born this day with the
birthday of Jesus was a new understanding of
God. I think it is not too much to put it in just
that fashion. There are several things that could
be said at this point, but I want to single out
just one. One great new thing that was added
to our understanding of God in the coming of
Jesus is that God is a seeking God.

Now, mind you, that is a very different
thing from saying that He is a God who may be
sought. The Old Testament is full of that., In
a very beautiful and moving passage in Isaiah’s
prophecy, the 55th chapter and the 6th and Tth
verses, we read, “Seek ye the Lord while he
may be found, call ye upon him while he is near:
Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unright-
eous man his thoughts: and let him return unto
the Lord, and He will have merey upon him;
and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon.”
But will you please note the posture that Ged
takes in that passage™ 1 am returning to Him.
There He is, merciful — the promise says so.
He’s forgiving — the passage declares it. He's
approachable — that's wonderful.

But that is my seeking for Him.

When you come to the hirthday of Jesus
you've added something new to man’s concep-
tion of God: here is God Himself coming, in the
person of His only and everlasting Son, seeking,
seeking, this creature of His wisdom and His
love, who has taken himself out of fellowship
with his Creator and his Sovereign and is going
his own way.

This Jesus looks into the eyes of men one
day and says, as Luke so beautifully records it
in the 19th chapter of his Gospel and the 10th
verse, “The Son of man is come to seek. . ., "
In the Old Testament God says, “Yes, you seek
Me. I'm available. I'm accessible, I will be
merciful.” But here is a step far greater,
leagues greater: it is God seeking. “The Son of
man is come to seek and to save that which
was lost.”

That is God in the coming of His Son Jesus
Christ!

1L

I remind us all that born this day is not only
a new understanding of God, which is a tre-
mendously important thing, but born this day
is also a new appreciation of glory.

I take you first to John, We have him say-
ing, “The Word was made flesh, and dwelt
among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory
as of the only begotien of the Father), full of
grace and truth"™ (1:14),

Glory — found in Jesus, this child of peas-

ant parents. You say that can’t be. When men
talk about glory, when the world talks about
glory they want something like Caesar's palace
which was an establishment so fantastically ele-
gant and luxurious that it was said even the
mules of the royal stables were shod with silver.
That’s glory!

But surely not this — a manger and a little
baby, born to nobody so far as the social register
is concerned. This Man who, when He grew up,
only had one decent robe to put on His back,
and the soldiers threw dice for that when He
was hanging on a cross — any glory there?

And the answer is two things. Christmas
reveals the glory of character. And that is never
anything you can put on, never anything you
can stage.

You women can put on mascara and get
what Hollywood calls glamour, but you can’t get
glory. Never! Glory is different from glamour,
Glamour is purely external. Glory, in this
Christian sense, is deeply internal. It is char-
acter. It is the same kind of grace and truth
that Jesus Christ embodies and that He, dwell-
ing within us by His Holy Spirit. produces in us,
You can put on glamour but you cannot put on
glory! That is grown deep within the character
by this Savior Christ.

And the other kind of glory we have illus-
trated so beautifully at Christmas is the glory of
the commonplace.

In John we saw the glory of character —
“We beheld his glory . . . full of grace and
truth.” Now in Luke we have these words con-
cerning the shepherds: “And the glory of the
Lord shown round about them. . . . ” (2:9).

Who were these to whom reference is made?
Just ordinary shepherds with a commonplace
vocation, keeping sheep.

The commonplace couple. That is not said
with any disrespect hut in sober truth. Joseph
and Mary in the eyes of men were a common-
place couple. They had no titles, they had no
wealth, they had no prestige. But it was to
them the glory of the Incarnation was entrusted!

And the commonplace town was Bethlehem,
very commonplace.

Commonplace yocation — and yet glory.
Commonplace couple — and yet glory. Com-
monplace town — and yet glory. What deter-
mines whether or not there's any glory around
where you live, in the shop where you're em-
ployed or the school where you study, is if you
are living with this Christ who was “born this
day” and if you are allowing the beauty of His
purpose to fulfill itself in your life, and the
glory — the sheer splendor — of His motives to
be your motives in life.

O God, our Father, we thank Thee for the
new understanding of thyself that was born that
day when the virgin brought forth her first
born and laid Him in a manger, And we thank
Thee for the new conception of what glory
really is. -

Page 11
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Bible
Institute

Penn
View

1 December 1975

Dear Friend of Penn View Bible Institute: Christian Greetings!

“And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us-. . . ."" Christmas is our celebration of the birth of Jesus
Christ. our Saviour. Before His ascension. Jesus admonished His followers to go into all the world and
preach the gospel to every creature. Penn View Bible Institute was established with the goal of preparing
young people to be knowledgeable in the Word of God so that they might tell others of Christ's power to
save from sin:

Because of our desire to honor God, many times during this past vear we have seen Him working on ba-
hall of Penn View Bible Institute. His presence has prevailed during our Chapel and revival services,
and students and faculty members expressed the praise to God that burned upon their heart. Praver re-
quests werz made for health, financial, and spiritual needs and the God who "inhabits eternity” was faith-
ful to answer the pleas of His people. Whether or not the laculty and stall members realized it—I do no:
krnow—but there were times when there were not adequate finances to meet the payroll expenses. Ar onz
such time, several minutes before Mrs. Deetz was to qo to the bank to deposit the monies that had been r2-
ceived, God provided the need—and the payv envelopes appeared in the appropriate mailboxes on time.
At other times when it seemed that “ends would not meet,” we received checks in the mail with a few pen-
ned lines stating that God prodded individuals to send us a contribution. This is the God whom we serve.
We believe that pzople—those who are willing to obey Him in the smallest matter—are the instruments
that God uses to forward His work. The prayers and sacrifices on the part of God's people during the
past year have enabled us to operate Penn View Bible Institute. However, we cannot depend upon the vic-
tories of the past to meet today’s obligations. Recently at a government-parochial school meeting, we saw
how rapidly legislation is working to close religious institutions such as ours. Increased pricing on utility
bills and taxation have made the financial burden heavier. We must all work together to forward the cause
of Christian education.

At this season of giving. we are depending upon you to help us to meet our financial obligations. We ask
that you praverfully consider the needs of Penn View Bible Institute and give to us as the Lord directs vou.
Your gift of $100.00, $50.00, $20.00, $10.00. $5.00 or any amount will be greatly appreciated. The
smallest gift means much to us. We will promptly send a receipt for vour gift (which is fully tax deductible).

Wishing vou God's very best at this holiday season, I remain

Very sincerely for Christian education,

Earl L. Deetz, |r.
Assistant to the President

ELD/spr




