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It’s Not Enough to Feel OK

‘)( gorld War I1 brought out the best
and worst in our nation.

When danger threatened, America
had a backbone of steel. We sent our
strongest and brightest across the
water to defend freedom at any cost.
That generation has been referred too
as the Greatest Genceration.

Their word was as good as their sig-
nature. Even if they were not Believ-
ers. they lived by some kind of Christ-
ian principle that served them well.
People honored the Lord’s Day. People
honored the value of hard work. Peo-
ple honored vows of marriage. People
honored God’s name.

Various revivals across American
history gave our nation a moral fiber
unmatched in the world. To this day,
no other nation has been as influential
for the cause of Christ. Bible distribu-
tion, missions, disaster relief and
Gospel radio has flooded our world as
a direct result of America’s heritage.

World War I brought out the best
AND THE WORST.

While men went to war, the women
went to the workplace. Mother’s were
not meant to work in a factory. They
had a foremost role in our homes. The
church has had a difficult time turning
this tide. When the ladies went to pub-
lic work and never came home. every-
thing else changed. In public work, it
was difficult to look like a lady and do
a man’s job. It became difficult for
marriage vows to hold. Biblical stan-
dards of modesty and propriety were

Things I've heard...

now outdated. Much of Biblical prin-
ciple became obsolete.

The men shared equally in the col-
lapse. Home fresh from battle, they
wanted something better for their
children. Whatever was new was in.
Whatever was bright and fanciful and
thrilling was . Whatever restrictive,
was out. They wanted to feel good.

Godly men sought to chart a course
through those troubled waters. They
called us to be understanding of new
and challenging times- but warned us
of accepting any lifestyle change that
would be contrary to the Word of
God. Our leaders were concerned not
only about “this decision” but where
“that decision™ would lead.

A Bible religion of carefulness was
no more in vogue in those days than it
is now.

In America, we discarded the holy
way. They told us the narrow way was
defunct and archaic. If we wanted to
fill our churches we would have to
take a new way. Anybody or any
church attempting to be “careful” was
considered a roadblock to progress.

Most took the new way. It didn’t
work.

With God's presence gone, the
churches emptied out and began to
close. All across America. beautiful
stained glass churches were deserted.
There was nothing left but form.

People don't like empty church
buildings. A newer plan must be
formed.

Since our Christian heritage calls for
men and women to be religious- why
not allow religion? But blame every
command and principle on culture- as
if the Bible doesn’t speak to our actual
lifestyle any longer?

Be religious. Be very religious. But
blame every restriction on legalism.
Embrace every new deviance as liberty.

From worship styles to member-
ship requirements, accept anyvthing
religious that doesn’t cost anything-
quietly resist anything, no matter
how Biblical and sacred, that costs
something.

It’s working.

People really like this new kind of
religion. No commitment. No cross.
Only feeling and fellowship.

Nothing uncomfortable. Nothing
demanding. Nothing with limitations.

People like to feel OK c¢ven when
they are not OK.

There is a slight problem with the
new religion. It borders on blasphemy.
It reminds one of an ancient king who
dared to bring the sacred vessels to his
party. To the scene of drunkenness and
sin, Belshazzar brought the vessels
stolen from the temple and lifted them
to his lips in joyful merriment.

God interrupted the party and said,
“Tonight you are weighed in the bal-
ance. You are found wanting. Your
kingdom is divided.”

This newer plan is working, It’s fill-
ing the churches back up. Have a
party. Have a rock band. Have a team.

“WHEN ONE DESPISES THE HOLY LIFE, HE DESPISES GOD.”

—James Keaton
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Add a little

condition and fecl like they are OK. Everybody wants to feel

religion. People can live in a backshidden-depraved

OK even when at a party in Babylon.

But over on the wall, located near the place where “Holi-
ness Unto the Lord” once was printed- over on the wall, just
to the right of the praise team and to the left of the big screen

f Heaven- “You are

re found wanting. Your kingdom

you may well see the whispering finger ¢
weighed 1 the balance. You a
1s divided.™

And from every corner of our world come hungry people
who simply need the Bread of Life. They are blind and they
want to see. They are crippled and they long to walk. They
re dying and they want to live
sin- they want to be clean. They need more than a feeling
and more than an illusion. They need to come in contact
with God.

When the whispering hand of God comes to church may it
forever be to bless instead of curse. May that presence come to
anoint rather than to destroy. When weighed in the balances,
may we not lack. May we never be guilty of bringing sacred

vessels to our own little party. B
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lhey have had enough of

June 18-22

0-July 9

June 30-July 9

July 27-28

July 28-August 6

August 6

Hanover Youth Camp—
Hanover, PA

Mt. of Blessings
Meeting—Carroll, PA
Fellowship Camp Mee
Hanover, PA

General Conference of God's
Missionary Church—

Penns Creek, PA

Penns Creek Camp Meeting—
Penns Creek, PA

Ordination Service—Penns
Creek, PA 2:30 PM
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Mike Wetherald
Thomasuville, NC

Praise Singers
Penn View Bible Institute
Penns Creek, PA
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Scenes from the 2006 Florida
District Camp Meeting

B raise the Lord for His outpouring this year. The 2007 camp is sched-
@ uled for January 18-28, with evangelists Donald Myers and Joe
Smith. Rev. & Mrs. Alan Walter are the scheduled singers. B
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Center Union Celebrates 50 Years

s history unfolding of incvitable
events, or can history be turned by
visionary people of God?

Such questions could be answered by
looking through the lens of history, as the
members of Center Union God's Mission-
ary Church did during a recent service
commemorating 30 years of ministry in
the greater Bucks Valley area.

A capacity crowd of 135 heard former
pastor Timothy Clooley speak from Joshua
4 and the importance of remembering
both the vision of God’s people and the
great things He has accomplished through
their faithfulness and obedience.

Before the morning message, Brother
Ralph Halter had presented an overview
of Center Union's history prior to its
beginnings in 19535, before congregation-

al members both young and old high-

lighted a half-century of Center Union

church memories:

I

tood i1 frone of the clich

o the smelly outhouse ont in back of the churcl

* the tuw Large frees that one
with “corvection branches™ on them

o the tiny vestibute before the duirch was remodeled

* the watchnight services

* the revivals that ran for 10 days

o the Jarrens, Tillis', and Cooleys

o the Paul Fowler family, the Panl Miller family, the
Heller family that come and filled an entire pew

* the bus mips to Getrysburg, Lancaster, Sight and
Sored, and Good & Plenty

® st

ry services witlt Brother and Sister Shuey, Vie-
tor Glenn, and Juddy Peyton

o the bies ministry, begun by Adrian and Becky Duttry

o fesiimondes by faithful Geramany Fletrick and Harold &
Anna Halter

o Margaret Hegrick's chilidven’s services

* Harold Hulter, the Life Suver candy man

* Rindy Flalter playing the organ

*  Rew Herr activg out Riis sermons

* the great Cemer Uniion orchiestra

Congregational speakers stressed how
much these things meant tw them and some
even commented on how these things had
mmpressed them as teenagers. Faye Ferrick
added how her father, the late Rev. George
Straub, together with Rev. Russell Herr,
acted to establish the litde church in Perry
County. in part so she would have a holiness
church to attend after moving here.

This author never knew George Straub
or Russell Herr personally. To many today
they may be considered mere historical fig-
ures, but what men of vision!

Fifty years later; Center Union's doors are
still open, with outreach and various arcas of
ministry continuing on a weekly basis. We
rejoice i a vision that was first realized in
1955, and are reminded and challenged as we
think of men like Joshua and Rev. Staub—
leaders who had a vision to see God's work
move forward—that they were people who
saw not just the way things were, but the way
they could be, with God's guidance and help.

Church building and growth is not
mevitable: it is something that requires the
vision and faithfulness of God's people. Both
biblical and recent history teaches us that we
have much to leam from the past, yet we also
have many things to look forward to as we
continue to faithtully labor for Him.

What a challenge not only for the people
of Center Union, but for the entire body
of Christ. God's truth never grows old.
And with FHis grace and help, the work that
began here m 1955 will continue, with the
Center Union church spreading the mes-
sage of salvation and holiness in a new age

to a needy people.

GODY'S MISSIONARY STANDARD




New Arrivals

Conference Presi-
dent Plank participat-
ed in the child dedi-
cation ceremony of
Regina Marie Dicken
at the Delmar church

The Beavertown congregation is
pleased to announce the birth of a
son, Darrin Connor, born ta John Eric
& Tiana Walter, on January 16, 2006

The Beavertown congregation is
pleased to announce the birth of a
parsonage daughter, Ryleigh
Brooke, born to Pastor & Mrs. Jei-
frey Stratton, on February 9, 2008

The Penns Valley
congregation is
pleased to announce
the birth of parsonage
son, Gabriel Joel Mor- s .«hs%
ley, Jr., born to Pastor & Mrs. Gabriel
Morley cn February 14, 2006,

The Beavertown con-
gregation is pleased to
announce the birth of a
daughter, Lauren Elis-

W % abeth, born to Jon &
Alicia Plank, on' May 6, 2006

Weddings

Gilbreth & Julie
Dorman were unit-
ed in marriage on
January 14, 2006 in
Jamestown, New
York. Gilbreth is the son of Pastor &
Mrs. Van Dorman of Mahaffey
Pennsylvania. Gilbreth & Julie
reside in Salamanca, New York.

Doug & Sarah Rine
were united in mar-
riage on February 11,
‘ 20086 in Thomasuville,
Wi North Carclina. Doug
& a'ah ms«dc in Middleburg,
Pennsylvania and are part of the
Beavertown congregation.

CONFERENCE NEWS

Rev. Earl Deetz, Jr.

ev. Earl Deetz,
Jr. passed away
december 25,
2005 m Kissimmee.
Florida wherc he
had pastored for
many ycars. Born
September 10, 1932,

Rev. Deetz was instru-
mental in the history of

God’s Missionary Church,
actve in church plantng and in Bible col-
lege work. Rev. Deetz was well known for
his music talent and his desire for excel-
lence in all areas of his life. Services were
held in Kissimmee. Florida and in Montan-
don. Pennsylvania. Our deepest sympathy
to his wife, Ruth. and to his entire family:

In Honduras

ric & Hannah Kuhns have arrived in
Honduras. On March 12, 2006, the
Beavertown church hosted a farewell and
commissioning service for them. This summer
they will be home for the birth of their first child.

dent Plank recently visited the work in Miami, Florida. Pastor & Mrs.
Cancio are being marvelously used of God in that city.

GOD'S MISSIONARY STANDARD
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The Penn View Bible Institute college & high
school choirs singing at Inter-Church Holiness Convention in Dayton, Ohio. The convention is
held each April and represents the conservative holiness movement worldwide. Rev. Leonard
Sankey chairs the convention. Conference President Harry F Plank and Pastor Jeremy Fuller
took part in speaking responsibilities this year

2006 Central Pennsylvania
Youth Convention

he 2006 Central Pennsylvania Youth Convention has become a blessing to

our young people. Rev. Eric Himelick of Indianapolis. Indiana was the

scheduled speaker this year. The messages were challenging and the times
around the altar victorious. Bible college groups ministered in song and testimo-
ny. The fellowship was enjoyed by all.

Junods Complete
Language School

ongratulations to Ron & Esther Junod upon graduation from Spanish
language school. They are currently directing the Tex-Mex ministries of
God's Missionary Church in Donna, Texas.

Deaths

Rev. Wesiey Smeal,
90, formerly of New
Berlin, Pennsylvania
passed away
December 12, 2005
From 1973-1989, .
Rev. Smeal taught at Penn View
Bible Institute. He was a retired min-
ister with the Brethren in Christ
Church, having also served three
United Methodist pastorates. A very
unigue and gifted theologian, Rev.
Smeal will long be remembered as a
humble follower of God. Services
were held in Bedford, Pennsylvania
by Rev. James Haddon

Ruel D. Glasgow. 100, passed
away December 28, 2006 in State
College. Pennsylvania. He was a long
time part of the Penns Valley congre-
gation. Rue! & Renee Glasgow were
supporters of G.I. Straub and his
early meetings. Ruel's wife, Renee
played the organ for tent meetings in
the early days. Many of the early
preachers such as Straub, Rachau
Moore and Wise were regular visitors
in the Glasgow's tiny, simple home
Ruel supported Penn View Bible Insti-
tute and the Zerby/Penns Vallay
chureh. He loved the Lebanon Valley
Gospel Band. Well-loved in the com-
munity and beloved by many children
who he gave candy and change o
through the many years. Pastor
Gabriel Morley conducted his funeral

Joanne Hobbs, 63
passed away Janu-
ary 17, 2006. Her
husband, Rev.
Michael Hobbs. is
pastor of the Helfen-
stein church. She was known for her
radiant smile and testimony. Ser-
vices were held in Coal Township,
Pennsylvania. Burial was in Tipp City,
Ohio. Her husband, Rev. Michael
Hobbs conducted the funeral. God's
Missionary Church joins the local
congregation at Helfenstein in

expressing sympathy at this time.

GOD'S MISSIONARY STANDARD



Rev. V.O. Agan served
our camps, schools and
churches as evangelist
on NUMerous CCC‘dSIOHS
He and his wife gracec
our movement as excel-
lent examples of holiness- the message
he constantly preached. Rev. Agan was
oted for serving as Cl‘)nfnr‘pnce
ent of the Alabama Connection o
the Blbe Methodist Church. He ,'Jas:secl
away on March 25, 2006

Grace Peiffer, 02
passed away l\/lav 2
2006, at U)umwem-
Christian Community in
Annville, Pennsylvania
A faithful member of
nary Church for most of
is remembered for her
i~ llf lity and spiritual fervor
was in her home that Rev. George
raub and Rev. Truman Wise held
meetings in the early days of the con-
ference. She was a past member of
the Central Pennsylvania Gospel Band
Her funeral was con ted in Pillow by
Rev. Paul Miller and Rev. Albert Kehler
Burial was in the God's Missionary
Cemetery in Pillow
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Iva Marie “Ivy” Howell, 86, pe :
away May 2, 2006. She was from Selins-
grove mr!\.unn a charter member of the
Evangelical Methodist Church in Rich-
fleld. She was a devoted mother who
enjoyed gardening, church and reading
her Bible. Her funeral was conducted by
her Pastors, Rev. Aaron McCarty and
Rev. Brent Lenhart

Joseph Fultz, 73, went
home to be with t rwl ord
on May 10, 2006. He

was the Sunday School
Superinter
Penns C

18 known for his faithfulness to his

chureh E:H o] ';-u"‘nl\/ C Juf =4‘y'='r|;:1g1\|"\,' 0 nis

3 h by ln:s 50N, F(re‘v Fw.:ﬂ'k Fultz
pastor, Rev. Alan Walter assisted along
with several other ministers

2006 Minister’s Retreat

he Annunal Minister’s Retreat, February 20-22, was a won-
derful tme for ministers and their wives. Held again at
Camp Hebron in Halifax, Pennsylvania, the meeting was a
time of refreshment for all. Rev. & Mrs. Noel Scortt were the special
guest speakers. Conference President & Mrs. Plank. along with
other members of the conference family worked hard to make the
event a success, Rev. Alvin Shaffer was elected by those present to
receive the 2006 Ministry Appreciation Award. In a separate ladics

session, Anna Smith was honored for her years of ministry and her
example in missions and ministay. §

GOIY'S MISSIONARY STANDARD



Northampton

One of our oldest church buildings dates
back to 1813, with the original congregation
dating to 1734. The church at Northamp-
ton, under the able leadership ot Pastor
Rodney Keister and Tome Missions Direc-
tor Jacob Martin, has received a much
needed facelift. These photographs chart
the course of the remodeling and the dedi-
cation service. B
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June 30 - July 9, 2006

Hanover, Pennsylvania

N.. @ ;@ /. o )
Josud Saved! Saunclilies! éz.&d-ﬁu‘\i.’

Rev. Ken Thompsan

int

S, necial Cueuds

Penn View Bible Institute
Sunday < July 2 230 pim

Independence Day Service
Toesday ~ Jus 2330 i
Home Missions Service

Wednesday ~ July 3 ~ 6:30 pm
World Missions Service
Sunday < July 9 « 230 p

Children & Youth Services

Monday ~ Fridsy — 2:30 pin

& 254'/4, Schadids

12:00 poon  Dinnes

700 am.  Ruing el 145 p.m
-2 2:30 p.m
3Cam.  Prayer P

e ¥ 23

S 00 0m Peeaklist 230 p.m

930am Sunsgday Senoal 430 pm
Satuley Ue

10:30 =m,  Worship 6:30 pim

30 pm

Procyer 22 hour bofor

cening servioes

* Meals + Cottages

Contact Camp President John M Fisher, 1285 Hulf Road, Hanover, PA 17

= Trailer Spaces Available

331 < Phone 717-632-4090
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The old wooden tabernacle on the Penns
Creek Campgrounds had burned and the year following, camp
meeting was conducted in a large tent. This photograph was
taken at the groundbreaking service for the new tabemacle.
Rev. Kenneth Walter is holding an arfist's rendifion of what the
building will look like. Rey. G.1. Straub is seén to the left holding
a shovel. The building would become reality and be named the
‘Ceorge L Straub Memonal Tabernacle”
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“Surely there is a vein for the
silver, and a place for gold
where they fine it.” —Job 28:1

When a winor looks at the rope that is to lower Juint inro the
deep mine, he may .-.w'l)‘ say, “T have faith in that rope as well
made and strong.” But when he lays hold of it, and swings
doten by it into the tremendous chasm, then he is believing on
the rope. Then he is trusting hintself to the rope. It is not a mere
opinion—it is an act. The minor just lets go of everything else,

and bears is whole weight on those well-braided strands of

hemp. Now: that is faith. And when a hunian soul lets go of
cvery other reliance in the wide waiverse and hangs upon the

atoning fesus, that sonl “believes on Christ.” —T. Cuyler

aith is a Geologist—looking down 1o the founda-

tions of things, searching out basal principals, and

finding the imperishable granite on which alone
mmmortals may securely build

Hope 15 an Astronomer—Ilooking up to the regions
that lie beyond the domain of the senses, and never rest-
ing till she sees afar that brighter world that men call
Heayen. To its possessor this hope is “sure and certain,”
and “maketh not ashamed.”

Charity 1s a Botanist—looking around upon the
tamiliar haunts of tlowers, and gathering from moor-
land. mead and sylvan glen. forms of beauty and fra-
grant odors, but that other eyes may be brightened, and
that other hearts may be made glad. —J. Briggs

The dressing roon is on this side of the river; we must
don our white robes of purity here, and go up to the palace of

God washed in the blood of the I_-..»mh —J. W Hill

ow fond we all are of that which 1s bright and

clean. Boys and girls like clean garments, a

clean face, clean hands, a clean book, and a
clean home—all these are your delight. God also loves
that which is free from blot or stain. and best of all. he
likes to look upon a clean heart.

[. Whatisit? A clean heart 1s a heart that is free from;:
I. The Record of Sin—Sin leaves its history written
upon the walls of our mind. A black, dark record.
Forgivencess washes away this record,

2. The Nature of Sin—Sanctification changes our
nature

3. The Power of Sin is canceled

IT. What are its advantages?
| It brings us the best company. Eph 3:17

2. It makes us strong o avercome temptation.
John 14:3(

3. It makes us u\cl'\ll to others. Ps 51:13

4. It fits us for Heaven. Matt 5:8

I, How are we to obtain 1t?
We cannot buv it, Micah 6:6.7
. We cannot make it. Jer 13:23
. le must be created in us by God. Ez 36:26
4. It is obtained by Faith. Acts 15:9

W —

Who will today ask for this blessing of a clean heare?
—Rev. R. Brewin (edited)

—G.D. Watson
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...holiness becometh thine house, O LORD, for ever.

yery now and then the papers report that
another preacher has declaréd for the the-
atre,; dancing, card plaving, and other kin-
dred things. we can but wonder why such
men stay in the church and pulpit who have drifted so
far from spirttualicy and trise holiness. If they have
become sinful, why not go back at once to their
crowd? Why try (o bring the world into the church to
suit their depraved and backslided tastes? If they prefer
to be degenerated instead of regenerated, and walk
with men instead of God, let them “go to their own
place,” as Judas did to his. There is a great multitude

of Christians in the land who cannot be persnaded that

Jests would attend a theatre. a dance hall, or a card

playing party: and they want to be like Fim in all
things. Why should they forego a heavenly example
tor a worldly standard becausc every now and then
some shorm Samson in broadcloth and beaver hat bids
his congregation to follow him instead of the immacu-
late cross-bearing Son of God? Acsop tells of a fox that
in some manner had the misfortune to lose his tail.
Bur, being a fox and quite adroit in mental matters, he
framed a fine argument and glowing speech in praise
and defense of 4 tailless body. He urged that it was
e00l, to begin with, and such a restful deliverance
from the burden in that part of the physical frame,
There was nothing to carry, ctc., etc. [He then begged
his brethren o cut off their caudal attachments and
enter intothe like freedom and advantage which he

enjoyed.. The foxes assembled in convention. and Hs-

: | /
“To i')f.l)e\'c‘. in God is ta be sure that e

tened gravely for a while: But as they took in their
unfortunate brother’s "bobbed off ™ appearance, and
noted his agony in fly time, there was a general smile
in the assembly, an incredulous look in every eye, and
a unanimous vote passed that they would not part with
the plumy appendage which a beneficent Providence
had bestowed upon them. The moral of all this is that
when a man loses his religious experience, and gets
spiritually sheared, denuded, or bobbed off by the
world or the devil. at once his cry is heard in the land
against the severity of church rules. He pleads for what
he calls toleration. broadness, and liberty, which is
only another name with him for license in the ways of
worldliness and sin. He has become a sinner and
wants others to follow. He may have kept the form of
godliness, but has lose the power, and craves his
brethren to be in alike condition with himself. The
newspapers give him credit for being an advaneed
thinker, when he 1s a retrograding doer. From being a
convert, he became a divert. then a pervert, and is now
a subvert, posing as a teacher of ethics or morals, atid
applauded by worldlings in and out of the church as a
reformer and a kind of second John Wesley. But God
will show him up at the Judgement Day, and perhaps
even this side of the grave. as a spiritual frand and
humbug, a trayvesty on a gospel ambassador, and 4
downright backshider in heartand life; and thae, 160, all

the while he was atitudinizing in the pulpit as a

teacher and leader of immortal souls. B
—Beverly Carradine, “Living Iustrarions™
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717 Annual Conference—God's Missionary
Church: Thursday and Friday, July 27 28

Penn View Bible institute
School Service: Sunday, July 30

Missions Day: T

GMC Ordination Service:

Sunday, August 6, 2:30 pm

Lebanon Valley Gospel Band: Sunday

Augist 6, 6:30 pm

Crusader’s Youth Program: A “yolth ¢

within a involving & full s

Rev. Albert Barr Rev. Rick Maloyed Rev. William Tillis

Tunkhannock, Pennsylvania Bird Lake, Michigan Penns Creek, Pennsylvania change on Sunday
Evangelist Evangelist Evangelist

Vacatian Bible Schonl: Held gach day of the

amp with Fr 2

JULY 28-AUGUST 6, 2006 eler

EVANGELISTIC SERVICES:10:30 aM, 2:30 PM, & 7:30 PM family to
EACH DAY IN THE GEORGE |. STRAUB MEMORIAL TABERNACLE el

mal fe
CHOOL), 10:00 AM, 2:30 BM AND 7:00 PM For room

Creek Camp

Lary schoo

cOme you and your

all or part of the

and RY spots are

will offering basis

A mint

hed rooms
Penns

: Box 970, Penns
7862 or call 570-837-3082

SUNDAY SERVICES: 9:15 AM (SUNDAY

Creek. PA 1

| NON PROFIT ORG
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