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75th Anniversary Celebration
ROBERT BOOTH

J

uly 25, 2010 is a date that all of us who are part of God’s
Missionary Church will never forget. The occasion was the
celebration of 75 years of the faithfulness of God to God’s
Missionary Church. The service began with the Lebanon
Valley Gospel Band playing prelude music and then, as the
service of celebration started, over seventy ministers proceeded down the aisle to the anthem of “A Glorious Church”.
The packed tabernacle listened to the narrative of the history of God’s Missionary Church. The stories of the early
camp meetings, the persecution that our forefathers
encountered, the planting of churches, and how God’s Missionary Church spread around the United States and the
world was inspiring and challenging.
As the service was closing, many of the ministers and
their families filled the platform of the tabernacle and sang
“The Church Triumphant”; young preachers gave their
vision for God’s Missionary Church; the atmosphere was

electric with gratefulness, hope, and realization that the
church, HIS church was still alive. Before conference president Rev. Harry Plank closed the service of celebration, Rev.
James Plank exhorted us with these challenging words:
“Listen Child of God, it’s alive.
Discouraged pastor, It’s HIS church and It’s alive.
Lonely missionary, sow that seed with confidence; the church is
still alive.
Older saint, you are not alone or forgotten; the church is alive.
Faithful mother, just keep trusting Jesus; the church is still alive.
Precious father, keep looking up to the Lord; the church is still alive.
Young student, you’re not alone out there serving the Lord; the
church is still alive.
Cynical skeptic, you have not annoyed God with your noisy
unbelief; He is still alive!
So, family of God, lift your hands, lift your hearts, look up, praise
the Lord, the church is still alive!”
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C o n f e r e n c e
New Arrivals
Congratulations to
Rev. & Mrs. Gabriel
Morley on the birth
of Brynn Matthew.
Brynn arrived on
June 11, 2010.

N e w s

Beavertown Youth
Missions Trip

Congratulations to
Rev. & Mrs. Matthew
Maloyed on the birth
of Chasity Lynne.
Chasity arrived on
July 15, 2010.
A baby boom at Newport

ach summer, the Youth Department
of Beavertown God’s Missionary
Church organizes a ministry trip
opportunity for its young people. This
summer marked the 15th year for the
Youth Missions Trip program at the
church. Youth Pastor Matt Maloyed and
five other sponsors (Philip & Collette
Burch, Don & Valerie Hallenbeck, and
Amy Stahl) left with the group of 21 young
people for Tegucigalpa, Honduras on
August 7, and returned August 18. While
there with host missionaries Eric & Hannah Kuhns, they conducted two Vacation
Bible Schools, a revival meeting, and a weekend outdoor campaign. They also
ministered at an orphanage and spent time handing out tracts. God blessed on
the trip, and it was a valuable time for the young people.
More pictures and information can be found at erickuhns.blogspot.com

E
Left to right: Julia Lynnae, daughter of Jim and Jenny fuller, born July
8, 2009.
Leanna Nicole, daughter of
Jason and Amber Bassler, Born
May 4, 2010
Bryson Jacoby, son of Justin and
Samantha Lantz, born June 4, 2010.
Sierra Marie, daughter of Steve
and Michelle Myers, born August
5, 2010.

Obituaries
Hazel Roberta Reiff
was born May 20,
1909 to Ross and
Matilda Henry in
Oshkosh, Nebraska,
and departed this life
Friday, July 2, 2010 at
the age of 101 in Greeley, Colorado.
At an early age, the family moved to
a farm north of Lewellen, Nebraska
where she attended school at a sod
school house. It was here she also
attended Sunday School. After graduating from high school, she went to
Bible College in Colorado Springs,
Colorado, where (continued on page 4)
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50th Wedding Anniversary
he family and friends of Alvin
and Ruth Shaffer congratulate
them on their 50th wedding
anniversary on December 23, 2010.
We commend their 50 years together
in marriage and ministry. Their example of love, commitment, and faithfulness are rare in the society in which
we live. Their efforts to fill the home
with love, laughter, and life are the
reason for many happy memories.
If you have been influenced by their
lives and ministry, send them a note
and share a memory.

T

Rev. & Mrs. Alvin Shaffer
6480 William Penn Highway
Alexandria, PA 16611

—submitted by Nathan Shaffer
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Fort Myers Rescue Mission Update
ay in and day out, we provide the same services to
the needy who come to us at Fort Myers Rescue
Mission. They might seem to many as repetitious,
but they are needed and are personalized to meet the
needs of those who come to us. Not everyone needs to
see the doctor, but all need to eat. Not everyone needs
clothing, but they all need a place to sleep. So we try to
provide a multiplicity of services to meet the needs of all
who come.
We face many challenges here at Fort Myers Rescue Mission. In this day and age, what do you do

D

when a little child who has only known homelessness
and a lack of caring comes up to you, lift’s its arms to
you and says “Hug?” Or a person comes to you and
needs shelter, but you would have to kick someone
else out to meet their need. Well, we ask for God’s
wisdom and try meet all of those needs properly. We,
of course, need your financial support; but just as
much no, more—we need your continued prayers.
God Bless You
—Rev. George Schaefer, Director Fort Myers Rescue Mission

(continued from page 3) she majored in
music and Bible Study, graduating
in 1930. It was at college that she
met her future husband, Marvin
Reiff. They were married on June 1,
1932. Shortly after their marriage,
they went to their first pastorate in
eastern Nebraska. This was the
beginning of over 50 years of Christian Ministry which took them to
many states.
She is survived by her daughter
Esther (Neil) Hartman of Boise,
Idaho, and two sons Wayne (Mary)
Reiff of Greeley, Colorado and
Harold (Bonnie) Reiff of Rifle, Colorado, 10 grandchildren, 19 greatgrandchildren, and 9 great-great
grandchildren.
E. Joseph Cassidy,
62, passed away
August 10, 2010, surrounded by his family
at his home.
He was married to
Karen E. (Watras)
Cassidy, for 35 years.
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He was a member of Millmont
God’s Missionary Church, where he
served as a deacon and treasurer.
He was a loving spouse, father,
brother and friend who enjoyed fishing and camping with his family.
In addition to his wife, Joe is survived by three sons and one
daughter-in-law: Steve S. and Jeannie Cassidy, of Chambersburg,
Phillip J. Cassidy and Andrew J.
Cassidy, both of Laurelton; two
daughters, Susanna C. Cassidy
and Rebecca J. Cassidy, both of
Laurelton; and one brother and sister-in-law, Stanley J. and Diane
Watras, of Boyertown.
Esther M. Swartz,
89, of Centre Hall,
formerly of Wolf’s
Store, went to be with
her Lord and Savior
on Sept. 1, 2010, at
Mount Nittany Medical Center. Esther, a daughter of
the late Clyde and Elsie Stover
Waite, was born on Nov. 24, 1920 in

Smullton. She was a 1939 graduate
of the Miles Township High School.
On Jan. 10, 1942 she married Kenneth E. Swartz. Esther was a longtime member of the God’s Missionary Church in Rebersburg, also
known as Wolf’s Store. She enjoyed
walking across the road to attend
the little country church where she
loved to worship the Lord with her
church family. Her faith in God was
strong and she lived her life
according to the biblical principles
that she believed in. She was a
faithful witness in the little community of Wolf’s Store where she spent
80 years of her life before going to
live with her daughter. Esther is survived by one daughter, Susan C.
Bair, of Centre Hall; and four sons,
Richard Swartz (Gladys), of
Phoenix, Ariz., Paul L. Swartz (Deborah), of Woodward, James E .
Swartz (Rose), and David E. Swartz
(Pearl), both of Rebersburg. Also
surviving are 11 grandchildren, 11
great grandchildren and four great
great grandchildren.
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P

illow Pennsylvania, no better
location than this small country
town could have been chosen for
a revival. This part of the country shines
brightly in the history of the Evangelical
Church and the United Brethren. The
forefathers left to this generation a
blessed heritage. Rev John Seybert, the
first bishop of the Evangelical Church,
evangelized this valley when homes
were few and scattered. When he first
came into the Mahantongo Valley, he
stayed with the families that granted
him lodging, and had services in their
homes. He could only come every six
months, rather long between services,
but this was the best he could do. Many
were saved in the homes until a small
nucleus of believers was assembled
without a preacher. All this activity
aroused opposition. The opposers
covenanted between themselves when
Rev. Seybert came across the mountain
for the next service, they would lay in
wait, apprehend him and kill him.
Their plan could not be kept a secret
and the few believers prayed and begged
God to spare his life, and God did that
very thing. Before it was time for Rev.
Seybert's next visit, the two men were
dead and buried.
The first camp meeting in the valley
was held northeast of Pillow, probably
three or four miles at the foot of the
urban mountain. Adam Bohner took
me to the old camp ground on one
occasion. All that was left to mark the
spot was a small clearing where the
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meetings were held. The congregation
would stand or sit on logs which had
been dragged into place before the services. The speaker often times would
stand on a tree stump and preach in
pennsylvania german. Their light was a
large torch of pine which illuminated
the place dimly. Under these humble
efforts the seed was sown, hearts and
lives transformed; the work of the
kingdom established. But every generation needs a revival. These revival fires
were well nigh extinguished and forgotten. But God was and is faithful.
With a new generation on the horizon,
God put it on the hearts of two of his
servants to visit these old sites and try
to secure a building where they could
have revival services. These men
were Rev. William Straub, and Rev.
Daniel Dubendorf. In their search,
they found a few souls which were
still on fire. They were led to the old
United Brethren church.
This old church had been closed
for years and was in need of repairs.
The church was cleaned, temporary
repairs were made, and a meeting was
announced. From the very beginning,
God's seal was on the services. The
singing of the old hymns was enthusiastic and interspersed with shouts of
praise, and complemented the
preaching, which was uncompromising, anointed and fruitful. The crowd
inside the church was growing, and
so was the crowd on the outside. The
opposers became bolder and more

daring. Normally the services would
start at 7:30 pm and many times would
last until midnight. They were without
programs, paid talent, and popular personalities, but they had the blessed Holy
Spirit who was honoring his servants
and his word. Many times when services would reach a high note, the rowdies
would cut the electric line, and the
church was in pitch darkness. When the
church was made ready for the revival,
they left the old kerosene lamps in
place. They were (continued on page 10)
Original notes of Rev. Truman Wise

ny living faith is dependent upon a solid educational
ministry. If we hope to leave a legacy to future generations, we must be “teaching them to observe all
things whatsoever I have commanded you” (Matthew
28:20). Like the Great Commission, the Great Commandment requires that we teach God’s Word diligently
(Deuteronomy 6:4-9).
Education includes more than schooling, but both Luther
and Calvin started schools. Wesley instituted a system of
teaching and helping one another grow through the
Methodist class meetings. Holiness people have a long history of opening schools, and God’s Missionary Church is
no exception. Many years ago, William Straub remarked to
George Straub that we would need to train our own
preachers. In 1958, our General Board minutes recorded a
discussion about opening a school.
“Every instructional system may be described as an
attempt to shape its learners into the image of its own
anthropology” (Henderson, 1983, p. 837). This is why
America has been in a battle over education. Competing

A
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worldviews endeavor to make students into radically different kinds of people! Make no mistake! If the Israelites who
exited Egypt had bundled up their children every morning
and sent them back to the same schools for their education,
God could never have made them His people as He
planned! God separated them (part of the definition of
sanctification), and through Moses, He gave Israel a whole
new way of living as well as the foundation for an educational system to perpetuate the faith. Each father was to
teach his family, and the Levites were to teach the nation.
G. I. Straub (1966) explained on Groundbreaking Day
that after considerable discussion, about a year previously
they had come to a decision. During the winter of 1966 in
the bitter cold, they surveyed the land and envisioned dedicating it for a school. Later, after Penn View was already in
operation, Truman Wise wept publicly, “This school is
twenty years too late.” Penn View Bible Institute was not an
afterthought! The leaders were moved by conviction that
the Scriptures commanded us to educate our young people.
The school was prayed into existence on purpose and sealed
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by God’s presence—both in our hearts and in a special
flame on the picture that day.
On Groundbreaking Day, S.D. Herron (1966) exhorted
that this school is to build “temples of God in the little
lives and hearts of young men and women and boys and
girls.” This school is to prepare “temples for the habitation of God Almighty…. There is no higher task! There is
no greater objective! This is as sacred as any church you
have ever dedicated!”
Now 44 years later, Penn View Bible Institute has contributed to the work of God’s Missionary Church, for
well over half the 75-year life of the conference. The
ministry of Penn View has been much broader than the
denomination that sponsored the school, with alumni
currently ministering in 19 countries outside the United
States and in a variety of conservative Holiness denominations, missions, and schools. But among God’s Missionary ministries, President Zechman reports that 73%
of all God’s Missionary churches are being pastored by
Penn View alumni, 88% of all God’s Missionary parsonages have someone in them that attended Penn View, and
77% of all God’s Missionary licensed ministers are Penn
View alumni (not counting native Haitian ministers who
have their own Bible school). The President of Penn
View, the Director of World Missions, the Director of
Home Missions, the President of Missionary Crusaders
GOD’S MISSIONARY STANDARD

(Youth), and the Director of the Pension Fund—are all
graduates of Penn View.
Thanks be to God. It is working!
The administrators at Penn View are conscientious not to
recruit students who have come from other denominations
to join God’s Missionary. They remind them to be loyal to
their own heritage. Penn View alumni are serving the
Allegheny Wesleyan Methodist connection, the Bible Holiness Church (both Kansas and Ohio), the Bible Methodist
connections (Alabama, Heartland, Great Lakes, and Tennessee), the Bible Missionary Church, Brethren in Christ,
Central Yearly Meeting of Friends, Evangelical Methodist,
Evangelical Wesleyan, Immanuel Holiness, the Church of
the Nazarene, the Pilgrim Holiness Church of New York,
the Midwest Pilgrim Holiness, Pilgrim Nazarene, Wesleyan
Holiness, the Wesleyan Church, and many independent
holiness churches.
Penn View Bible Institute alumni are serving in Canada,
Mexico, Dominican Republic, Cayman Islands, Honduras,
Costa Rica, Colombia, Peru, Brazil, Siberia, Romania, Israel,
Egypt, Zimbabwe, South Africa, Vanuatu, Papua New
Guinea, Hong Kong, and Mongolia. The missions organizations include Arms Around the World, Evangelical Bible
Missions, Evangelistic Faith Missions, Far East Mission,
God’s Missionary Church, Hope International Missions,
and the International Conservative Holiness Association.
When Fred Watson remarked to Rev. Straub in the 1950s
that God’s Missionary Church needed a school, he was
right on target. Across the years, thousands of students have
come to the Institute and the Academy for education.
Thanks be to God for all that has been accomplished!
REFERENCES
Henderson, D. M. (1983). Christian Education. In C. W. Carter (Ed.), Contemporary Wesleyan theology: Biblical, systematic, and practical (Vol. 2, pp. 833-872). Grand Rapids,
MI: Francis Asbury Press.
Straub, G. I. & Herron, S. D. (Speakers). (July 31, 1966). Groundbreaking Service [Audio
tape, later digitized]. Penns Creek, PA: Penn View Bible Institute.

(continued from page 5) fastened on the window casing; and
every night before services, they were cleaned and filled
with a fresh supply of oil. When the services were interrupted by cutting the electric line, some brother would
keep a flashlight handy with a box of matches. The minute
the lights went out, at the church, this man went into
action and lit the oil lamps. Many times the shouting never
ceased throughout the blackout. The shouting never ceased
when the band stopped playing. These meeting continued
for weeks; interest, response, and new converts resulted.
The people came from the north, the south, and east and
west. The valley was blanketed with conviction.
Our church fathers paid a great price for this revival and its
continuation. They were not greeted with open arms, with
kind and loving hands, but rather the opposite. After the conversion of many, they were asked to leave their old church they
had attended. Parents opposed their children, and disinherited
them. Children opposed their parents and stood against them.
They became bitter enemies of their fathers and mothers.
Fathers lost their jobs because of their faith and testimony.
Families were evicted by their unchristian landlords. Cruel
creditors foreclosed on the poor but honest saints. Children
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were sorely persecuted and mistreated in school. Some of the
founders were denied burial privileges. But in spite of all the
opposition,. It didn’t silence the shouts of praise and song. The
opposition to these meetings was not made up of the lower
class of society, but some of the most prominent in the town
and area. Men and women who stood high in social circles.
Some held offices in the local churches. School teachers joined
their ranks in trying to break up the services only to suffer
defeat. Many of those, who in the beginning of these meetings
were on the outside and opposed, later came inside. They
were brought under the influence of the gospel, were convicted and came to the alter, prayed through and became some of
the strongest contenders for the faith.
I want to pay special tribute to the two servants and their
families God used in bringing this awakening to this part of
the vineyard: Rev. William Straub, and Rev. Daniel Dubendorf. I have no words at my command to express my appreciation and reverence for their services, their labors, sacrifice, and
undying love deserve our recognition and respect. The labors
of these two servants and their families, played an important
role in God’s Missionary Church, and extended far beyond
what we see.
—selected from the writings of Rev. Truman Wise
GOD’S MISSIONARY STANDARD

F RO M T H E C O N F E R E N C E P R E S I D E N T

Travel Notes
H A R RY F. P L A N K

July 7: I conducted a Penns Creek
Camp board meeting at 1:00 p.m.
then traveled to Harrisburg airport to
catch a flight to Denver, Colorado. I
then traveled via a rental car almost
an hour to Greeley.
July 8: At 10:00 a.m. was the viewing
and funeral for Rev Hazel Reiff. What an
honor for me to share great memories
in the celebration of her home going.
July 9: The day started at 2:00 a.m.
so that I could catch an early flight
from Denver. My plane landed back
at Harrisburg at 4:12 p.m. Upon arriving home, I made quick preparation
enabling my wife and I to arrive at
Mifflinburg about five minutes before
the lovely wedding of Mandy Robertson to Ryan Martin. After the ceremony, Rachel and I made a short stop at
the 50th wedding anniversary celebration for Mr & Mrs Ron Duttry at
Troxelville and then went on to the
Martin/Robertson reception in the
Miller Dining Center at Penns Creek.
July 11: It was good to have my mother ride along with us to attend the little
holiness church in Elkland, PA. Pastor
Goodrich’s grandson was the speaker
of the evening.
July 15: We were saddened to learn
of the tragic fire at the Newberytown
Holiness Camp Meeting. Our
thoughts and prayers are with Camp
President, Brandon Byler and the
faithful attendees of the camp.
Although this ended the camp services immediately, what a blessing that
no one was injured.
July 17: This was the annual Penns
Creek Camp clean up, a very hot summer day! Thank you, to each and every
one who helped. Thank you, to the
James Plank family who cooked a
great chicken dinner for all the workers.
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July 18: We attended the afternoon
service at Ono camp meeting, where
Rev. Steven Manley represented Evangelistic Faith Missions. In the evening,
we traveled on to Newberrytown Holiness camp meeting. Temporary electric was connected to the tabernacle,
enabling a very interesting and informative final service. After viewing the pictures of the fire that pretty much was a
total loss of their dormitory and cafeteria, we were reminded again of God’s
protection. We appreciated the message by evangelist Rev. Dan Stetler.
July 20: I stopped by Penns Creek to
check on the Auditing Committee who
were preparing books for the upcoming conference. My sons, Jim , Jon and
I traveled to Josten’s in State College to
pick up the thousand copies of the
newly printed God’s Missionary Church
75th anniversary book entitled, “A Firm
Foundation”. We enjoyed being with
Scott and Tina Norman for the evening
meal and then on to visit the Evangelical Methodist camp meeting at Oakland Mills. We heard a good message
by evangelist Rev Rollin Mitchell.
July 22: The 75th annual God’s Missionary Conference held in the G I
Straub Memorial Tabernacle, started
at 9:00 a.m. and concluded around
5:30 p.m.
July 23: First day of Penns Creek
Camp Meeting. Noel Scott, Darrel
Stetler and Barry Arnold served as
evangelists; the Dan Durkee family as
singers, Barry and Gertie Mason; VBS
and Eric Himelick; youth evangelist.
July 25: The celebration service for
the 75th anniversary of God’s Missionary Church. The prelude was the
Lebanon Valley Gospel Band starting
at 6:00 p.m. The tabernacle was filled
to capacity including many VIP’s in

attendance. Descendants of nearly
every original board member were
present, conference leaders, leaders
of missionary organizations, former
God’s Missionary General Superintendents families and Penn View presidents. We heard of the past, enjoyed
the blessings of the present, and was
challenged concerning the future.
Thank you, to all who helped to make
this service so special.
August 1: This was the closing day of
Penns Creek Camp. Thank the Lord for
for each one who received spiritual victory and encouragement. It was an
honor to have a special ordination
service in the afternoon for Sheldon
Habecker, Nathaniel Kincaid and
Stephen Cassidy.
August 2: Thank you, to each one
who stayed to help with the 7:00-10:00
Monday morning, after-camp clean up!
We left Penns Creek shortly after 10:00
loading the old car with the multitude
of things to go home from camp and
the other car with luggage for travel.
After a very short stop at home, we left
to go partway to western PA, where I
served as one of the evangelists at the
Bible Brethren Fellowship camp held
on the Clinton Camp grounds. It was
enjoyable to share the evangelists
cabin with co-workers: Rev Gene
Roush and Rev. & Mrs. Bill Tillis.
August 9: We arrived home at 1:30
a.m. from Clinton, PA and then up and
off to a 8:00 a.m. Penn View meeting
with Dr. Buchanon. of AABE.
August 13: I made a visit to Rev. &
Mrs. Warren Major. Our thoughts and
prayers are with them and their son
Dan, a young father struggling with
serious cancer. In the evening we
attended the viewing for Joe Cassidy
at the Millmont church.

11

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

NON PROFIT ORG.
POSTAGE PAID
SHOALS, IN
PERMIT NO 18
PENN VIEW BIBLE INSTITUTE
GOD’S MISSIONARY STANDARD
P.O. BOX 970
PENNS CREEK, PA 17862

January 20–30, 2011
Evangelistic Services Daily at 10:30 AM, 2:30 PM, & 7:30 PM
Sunday Evening: 7:00 PM

William Cawman

Rollin Mitchell

The Stephen Cassady family

The Victory Trio

Vineland, NJ—Evangelist

Carthage, IN—Evangelist

Washington, IN—Song Evangelists

Lancaster, OH—Children’s Workers

First Service: January 20, 7:30 PM
Children Services Conducted by The Victory Trio
Special Services:
Saturday, January 22, 2:30 PM–
GMC Home Missions
Saturday, January 29, 10:30 AM–
Fort Myers Rescue Mission
Saturday, January 29, 2:30 PM–
GMC World Missions
Sunday, January 30, 2:30 PM–
Penn View Bible Institute

Directions:
From I-75 take Sun City exit.
Follow 674 East three miles to Route 301.
Turn right onto 301 South.
Go three miles to Light Foot Road.
Turn right onto Light Foot Rd and go 1/2 mile to
Sundance Trail.
Turn right onto Sundance Trail
The camp is 1/2 mile on right.

For More Information Call:
Harry Plank, 570-837-3083
Camp Phone: 813-634-4158
Camp Address: 703 Sundance Tr, Wimauma,
FL 33598
Camp Treasurer: Thomas Bickert
22 S. John Street, Orlando, FL 32835.
407-445-0974.

Enjoy 10 days this winter in sunny Florida!

Campground Lodging:
Plenty of RV Parking available
Dorm rooms limited
Motels: (motel coupon books usually available at Denny’s)
Sun City Center Inn 800-237-8200 or
813-634-3331 ($59 + tax with coupon in
’10—walk-in only)
Comfort Inn 813-633-3318
Holiday Inn Express 813-641-3437
Sleep Inn 941-721-4933

