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Camp meetings have always played a special role in the God’s Mission-
ary Church. It was during a tent meeting in 1931 that Truman Wise and 
George Straub, the two key founders of the God’s Missionary Church, 
were either saved or sanctified. Within two years the tent meeting had 
been converted to a camp meeting. Only a few years later, a new project 
was undertaken. In 1939 a plot of ground was purchased in the village of 
Penns Creek, where a tent meeting was conducted which evolved into the 
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visitor reported, “I saw I suppose one hundred persons 
at once on the ground crying for mercy, of all ages from 
eight to sixty years.” Peter Cartwright, a convert and 
later a Methodist minister, reported that “at times more 
than one thousand persons broke out into loud shouting 
all at once,” and “the shouts could be heard for miles 
around.” In Kentucky alone, both the Methodists and 
the Baptists gained more than ten thousand members 
each as a result of the Cane Ridge Camp and its after-
math.  The Methodists were fully behind the efforts of 
the camp meeting, and camps became a common oc-
currence throughout the entire movement.  

By the 1860s, camp meetings had lost their power and 
effectiveness in the Methodist Church; and one ob-
server reported that, “Camp-meetings, which had been 
a great power in the Methodist Church, and in which 
tens of thousands had been converted and sanctified, 
had so far fallen into disrepute, that the church pa-
pers were earnestly discussing the propriety of wholly 
abandoning them.” It was said that camp services were 
now interspersed with lectures on semi-religious and 
even secular subjects. Old-time religious fervor with 
its shouts and hallelujahs was being replaced by gos-
sip and visiting, as the camps were transformed into 
respectable, middle-class summer resorts with only a 
tinge of religion. continued on page 10

annual Penns Creek Camp Meeting.  From that camp, 
PennView Bible Institute and Christian Academy was 
established and Penns Creek also became the head-
quarters of the God’s Missionary Church. Mount of 
Blessing Camp was started a few years later. Since 
that time, other camp meetings have been started or 
have joined with the God’s Missionary Church. The 
denomination has also branched out to include a youth 
camp and a children’s camp.

Camp meetings developed from an American tra-
dition on the frontier. They were characterized by 
great fervor and emotional outbursts.  In the spring 
and summer of 1800, under the leadership of James 
McGready, God began convicting sinners, and a 
number of revivals occurred. The following year the 
first camp meeting was held with the Presbyterians, 
the Baptists, and the Methodists all joining together 
for a great camp meeting at Cane Ridge, Kentucky.  
This meeting was the high point of the Second Great 
Awakening.  Estimates of the crowd ranged from ten 
to twenty-five thousand.  This was in a state whose 
largest town at that time numbered only eighteen 
hundred inhabitants.  Likely, ten to twenty percent of 
the entire population of the state attended part of the 
meeting and thousands were converted.  The meet-
ing was marked by unusual emotional outbursts. One 

A 1933 meeting at the camp for the Home Missionary Society---a group from which the Pillow Church was formed.
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We had another great year at Fellowship Camp. 
Paul Stetler and Andrew Stroud shared wonderful 
truths from the Word of God. The sense of God’s 
presence in the services and prayer times was re-
markable. One person even expressed that they felt 
God’s presence when they arrived on the grounds. 
Several shared how they were spiritually uplifted. 
Praise God! That is what camp meeting is all about, 
and the wonderful results make all the work worth-
while.

Don and Valerie Quales excelled as our singers. An-
drew Stroud and the Quales were not able to arrive 
until Monday, so Keith Bunch preached and Jeffrey 
and Anna Anderson were our singers for the first 
weekend. Both did a great job getting camp started. 
Pastor Justin Steen led the youth program and con-
nected very well with the youth. Esther Sweitzer 
taught Vacation Bible School for the children. The 
number of youth and children who participated in 
camp was excellent. Additionally, the number of 
people staying on the grounds was definitely up this 
year, with several new people and families attend-
ing. Many of our area pastors worked hard to en-
courage attendance and were successful.

One person commented before camp that they were 
looking forward to being recharged. The preaching, 
singing, and fellowship certainly made that possible. 
Our Independence Day afternoon service was memo-
rable, featuring a patriotic skit with George Washing-
ton, John Adams, Abraham Lincoln, James Madison, 
and Thomas Jefferson, followed by an excellent mes-
sage from Josiah Adair. The fireworks display later 
that evening was also enjoyable. We praise God that 
the giving was excellent. By the end of camp, we 
slightly exceeded the planned budget and received ex-
tra contributions for repairs and cabin remodeling.

In recent years, we have been working to make up-
grades to enhance the camp experience. The restroom 
has been completely remodeled, and some cabins have 
been renovated, along with new doors and windows 
in most of the cabins. The excitement for what God 
is doing through the ministry of Fellowship Camp is 
evident. We are already looking forward to next year 
with Dan Durkee, Keith Bunch, and the Benjamin Mc-
Dowell family. Make plans now to attend from June 
27 to July 6, 2025. May God continue to revive His 
people. 

F e l l o w s h i p  C a m p
By: John Fisher
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Wow, what a great year at Mount of 
Blessing Camp! From day one the Lord’s 
presence was sensed on the grounds and 
in the services! The preaching and singing was superb and 
the many victories around the altar made camp well worth 
every effort and every expense! We are so thankful for the 
generous giving of so many. This year again we were able to 
see major upgrades and improvements to the tabernacle and 
other facilities.

Mount of Blessing Camp: Where the Blessings still fall!

M o u n t  o f 
B l e s s i n g s 

C a m p
By: Brian Spangler

B e u l a h  C a m p
Greetings from Gordon, Pa! As the psalmist declares, “But 
thou art holy, O thou that inhabitest the praises of Israel.” 
Truly, this past camp was inhabited by the praises of God’s 
people and God’s presence. We were privileged this year 
to welcome Bro. Duane Quesenberry to the campground to 
serve as our guest speaker. He did an excellent job in sharing 
the Word and encouraging us about how to obtain and live 
the ‘deeper life.’ The Benjamin McDowell family once again 
served as our song evangelists. Bro. Benjamin did a tremendous job in setting the atmosphere and leading us in 
worship. Their special songs were timely messages that were used of God. The camp is experiencing a time of 
growth, excitement, and unity. God is doing great things at Beulah Camp!  Come and join us for next year’s camp. 
The dates are July 13-20th 2025. Hope to see you at camp! 
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The world paid little attention that cold January day, 
when the first baby girl was born to Ralph and Verba 
Cleaver. This small-town family was poor and far away 
from the Heavenly Father, but God, who has great plans 
for all little ones, was watching Bonnie Lou Cleaver 
very carefully. 

Bonnie’s teen years were spent clerking in her father’s 
grocery store in Milesburg, Pennsylvania. Though she 
felt miserably rebellious, right on time, God knocked 
on her heart’s door. She and her sister attended a “Union 
Revival” of three churches. Both girls were sweetly 
saved, instantly transformed, and later entirely sancti-
fied! They soon found this was not a hard way, but glo-
rious! 

Later, as their parents were saved, great changes came 
into the atmosphere of both their home and of the Cleav-
er Market. Bonnie soon began working for her Heavenly 
Father as well as for her earthly father, placing Gospel 
tracts in grocery bags and rounding up neighborhood 
children for Sunday School, etc. 

The direction of Bonnie’s life totally changed when 
Rev. R. G. Flexon spoke at a local missions convention. 
As he unburdened his heart for Africa, God whispered 
to Bonnie that He wanted her to be a missionary to Af-
rica! She soon became discontented with working only 
in the local church. God had given her a vision of fields 
“white unto harvest” and she must “Go!” 

One “small-town girl + God” was about to embark on a 
lifetime adventure of faith. She had no way to pay her 
bills, but, time after time, her Heavenly Father miracu-
lously supplied the finances needed for Bible College, 
nurse’s training and college through graduation and be-
yond. By 1960 the “coast was clear” and she finally set 
sail for Africa! 

How does “one small town girl + God” make such a trek 
into the interior? The African Mission felt that being a 
country girl, she would be able to cope. But Bonnie 
knew that was not enough. She was not strong enough 
or wise enough to make it alone. She needed to draw 
strength and wisdom from her Heavenly Father. And 

she purposed to meet with Him in prayer and Bible-
reading early each morning before her workday began. 

Many times God kept her from dangers, devils, and 
death. One day she felt impressed to turn and look, 
just in time to see a scorpion coming toward her. In the 
nick of time she was able to kill it. 

Bonnie is not mechanically inclined. She tells of one 
occasion when her vehicle died while she was in the 
interior. She opened the hood and lifted her voice in 
prayer, “Now, Lord, I am Your child, in Your work, 
with Your vehicle. You know I have no idea how to 
make it work, so would You please fix it? In Jesus’ 
name, Amen.” She got back into the vehicle, turned 
the switch, and it sprang to life! The miracles were not 
about Bonnie, but about her God that she loved and 
trusted. 

From 1971 to 2000, Bonnie teamed up with the God’s 
Missionary Church to begin a new field of labor in 
Haiti. There she, along with other missionaries, la-
bored in churches, elementary schools, a clinic and a 
Bible School. Once again her early morning prayers 
wafted across the grounds of the mission compound, 
with intense weeping and intercession for the day. 
Through the power of God, demon powers were bro-
ken, the sick were made well, and natives were saved 
and trained in the life of Holiness. 

God protected the missionaries during times of turbu-
lent uprisings! Cathy Brubaker tells of returning from 
town when suddenly there was a roadblock and a “sea 
of faces.” Machetes were flashing, stones flying, ve-
hicles burning and windows smashing. With panic, 
she asked Bonnie what to do? Bonnie calmly replied, 
“Just roll up the windows, lock the doors, and we will 
pray.” While she prayed, the mob that was doing dam-
age to the vehicle just ahead of them suddenly parted, 
went around Bonnie’s vehicle, and on to other vehi-
cles behind them. Cathy drove through unhindered! 
Another time during intense storms, the missionaries 
crossed a bridge late at night. Just after they crossed, 
the bridge collapsed into the raging waters with a loud 
crash. These were some of the scenes of divine, mod-

One Small-town Girl + God
By: Carol Hoskins: GMC Standard 2015
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ern-day rescues that were forever embedded in the memories 
of the younger missionaries, of true faith in action. The power 
of God + prayer! 

When Bonnie spoke in missionary services at churches, camp 
meetings, or schools her deep passion for souls, coupled with 
tears of love and devotion to the Lord, influenced many young 
people to leave all to follow Jesus.

The 1993 Mount of Blessings Camp is one that Miriam Kratz 
Hartman well remembers. Bonnie Clever was the missionary 
speaker. Her text was “Thou art without excuse!” The Lord 
used that message to call Miriam into the harvest field! In 
fact, Miriam and Bonnie labored together in Haiti for over six 
years. Bonnie mentored Miriam in the ways of a missionary 
and the ways of Haitian culture. As always, early mornings 
found Bonnie heading to her room to be alone with Jesus.

The year 2000 brought great heartbreak to Bonnie. As the 
doctor examined her worn physical frame, now plagued with 
asthma and emphysema, he told her that she could not return 
to Haiti, the land where she had left her heart. With many tears 
she prayed for physical healing, but the answer to that prayer 
was “NO.” 

Once again, God had plans for this “home-town” girl. She 
moved to the campus of Hobe Sound Bible College and Sea 
Breeze Camp in Florida where, for the past 15 years, He con-
tinued to use her in the ministry of prayer. Prayer requests 
came from around the world to the Ladies Prayer Group which 
Bonnie led every weekday. Together they laid these requests 
before the throne. 

Bonnie discovered Haitians in Florida whom she helped lead 
to Jesus and mentored to walk in the way of Holiness. Her car-
ing heart touched young and old alike with a desire to follow 
the God she loved. 

The common thread of all that was accomplished in her 
50+ years of service has been the fervent prayers of “ONE 
SMALL-TOWN GIRL + God”! 

Remembering the Life of Bonnie Cleaver
January 19, 1931 – April 5, 2024

1960: Entered Conference
1960-1969: Liberia, Africa
1970-1971: Faculty, PVCA
1971-2000: Missionary to Haiti

GMC World Missions serving as pastor,
clinical nurse, teacher, and Bible college 
administrator
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P e n n s  C r e e k  C a m p

It was a wonderful camp. It was unique in that we had 2 
Bible School Presidents: Rev. Daniel  Durkee (PVBI) and 
Rev. Adam Buckler (UBC), and former HSBC President Rev. 
Daniel Stetler all preaching with God’s anointing and were 
used of God in powerful ways. Some online listeners told me 
personally when I saw them at a Viewing during camp meet-
ing that you could feel God right while they were watching 
the livestream. They knew we were having great services. 
They told me they had received a lot of spiritual encourage-
ment.

Rev. Brian Black preached the first night of camp meeting on, 
“There is a God in Heaven.” What a great truth and reminder 
that in difficult times God is always with His children.
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The camp workers and several others including myself went to  
GBS  for a viewing for Rev. Leonard Sankey. He was a great 
man of God. God used him on the mission field and in the states 
pastoring. He also was the leader of the IHC for many years. 
By the end of camp many of us went to the viewing and funeral 
of Rev. Barry Arnold, one of GMC finest pastors, pastoring 35 
years at our Lebanon Church. His last few years he ministered at 
the Gospel Center. Bro. Arnold showed us all what the heart of a 
great pastor looks like.

We appreciated all of the good reports of how God used our 
Youth Evangelist, Rev. Nathan Kline and our VBS workers, the 
Beltz Family. They did a great job ministering to our children.

The last Sunday night God used the Lebanon Valley Gospel 
Band and the Cassady’s in our worship to God. God used Rev. 
Adam Buckler as he challenged us to be faithful in the light of 
His Second Coming! To God be the Glory!!!  
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G o d ’ s  m i s s i o n a r y 
Y o u t h  C a m p

By: Matt Maloyed

The 45th God's Missionary Youth Camp (formerly 
Hanover Youth Camp) marked a historic, record-break-
ing year with an impressive attendance of 292 campers. 
This milestone year's theme, "Wanted," was inspired by 
the key verse from Jeremiah 31:3, "I have loved you 
with an everlasting love: therefore with lovingkindness 
have I drawn thee."

Evangelist Nathan Kline was anointed by God and de-
livered powerful messages throughout the camp. His 
ministry touched many hearts, resulting in numerous 
seekers experiencing spiritual victory. Thursday eve-
ning's service was unforgettable--young people re-
sponded in obedience to the Holy Spirit, wave after 
wave seeking God at the altar, and many testifying to 
clear victory.

We praise God for His presence and the work He has 
done and continues to do in the lives of the next genera-
tion. We look forward to the continued impact of God's 
Missionary Youth Camp in the future. 

Holiness people have always enthusiastically supported 
the concept of special meetings in which people gather 
at a camp for a time of spiritual revival. Phoebe Palmer, 
a key founder of the Holiness Movement, used camp 
meetings to set up a tent to promote the doctrine of ho-
liness. J. A. Wood, who wrote the book Perfect Love, 
was disturbed by the decline of the Church and became 
obsessed with the concept of holding a camp meeting 
for the express purpose of promoting the doctrine of ho-
liness. This idea was then promoted by John S. Inskip, 
who gave a call for others to join with them, and prepa-
rations were made for their first camp in 1867. 

Upon the conclusion of that camp, the people ex-
pressed a great desire for another camp the following 
year, and an official organization was formed. The 
second camp was held in Manheim, Pennsylvania, 
near Lancaster.  People from nearly every state in the 
country were there, and on Sunday the total attendance 
numbered twenty-five thousand people. The most phe-
nomenal service occurred Monday evening. One per-
son described the scene thus: “all at once, as sudden 
as if a flash of lightning from the heavens had fallen 
upon the people, one simultane-

CAMP MEETINGS - PART OF THE HOLINESS DNA  continued from page 3

continued on page 12
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July 11: Lebanon. I went to visit Rev. Barry Arnold. 
He is in hospice care.

July 12: Rhoda and I went to Rev. Josiah and Kimber-
ly Adair’s beautiful wedding. We wish them God’s best.

July 13: Lebanon for a local church board meeting.

July 14: Beulah Camp. Rev. Duane Quesenberry preached 
an excellent message, and Benji McDowell family music min-
istry ministered to us in a special way. 

July 15: Oakland Mills Camp. I was blessed to hear Tim Cooley, 
Jr. share God’s Word. The Lord helped him as he was filling in for 

one of the main evangelists. Rev. 
Rollin Mitchell was able to preach a 
challenging message in the evening 
service. The Cooleys did an excellent 
job in both services singing. 

July 16: I visited with one of our minis-
ters to discuss a few issues.

July 17: Kid’s Camp. God used Rev. 
Ryan Martin, the evangelist, as he led 
songs and told a real-life story along 
with his excellent Bible stories. A good 
number of children made commitments 
to God around an altar of prayer.

July 18: Lebanon. I had a church 
board meeting and went to see Rev. 

Barry Arnold who is getting weaker. Bro. Arnold responded and I shared 
Scripture and had prayer.

July 19-20: Kid’s Camp again and Penns Creek Camp workday. We 
appreciated the good turnout for workday.

July 21: Chambersburg. I preached and held a pastoral election. We 
are excited to report Rev. Terry Yoder as senior pastor.

Duncannon in the afternoon to preach for the wonderful baptismal ser-
vice. We praise God for 16 that were baptized. God is working in a great 
way at the church.

July 22: Williamsport Hospital to visit Bro. Bill Cookson. He is facing 
an amputation. 

July 23: General Board zoom meeting. Rev. Shane Walters and Rev. 
Dominic Gattone were both interviewed and moved up to Conference 
License. We appreciate both men.

July 24: Lebanon. I was there to hold the election for senior pastor. 
We welcome Rev. Curtis Going to GMC. He was voted in and accepted 
later.
 
I also went to see Bro. Barry Arnold again. He acknowledged me a 
couple times by squeezing my hand and trying to respond. It will not be 
long, and Bro. Arnold will be in his Heavenly Home.

July 25: GMC Conference. God met with us during the communion 
service. We appreciated God’s help throughout the day.

July 26- Aug. 04: Penns Creek Camp. It was a wonderful camp. It was 
unique in that we had 2 Bible school presidents, Rev. Daniel Durkee 
and Rev. Adam Buckler, and a former president all preaching the same 
year. God’s anointing was on each one. God dispensed His grace on 
many people. Go to godsmissionarychurch.org for a full report. 

president

JACOB MARTIN

Follow President Martin on Twitter
@jacobmartingmc

June 05-08: Administrative work. I was privileged to visit two ministerial 
students, Rev. Justin Ellison (HS) and Rev. Ricky Susan (PV), and take 
them out to eat. We are excited they are both licensed ministers with 
GMC. I also went to a Pension Board meeting where we are working 
on updating our materials. I finished the week by going to our GMYC 
workday and doing sermon preparation.

June 09: Milesburg, to preach in the morning service. Please pray for 
them as they are in the process of looking for a pastor. In the evening, I 
went to hear the PVBI male quartet as they sang outside on the Sunbury 
church lawn. There was a great turnout!

June 10-14: GMYC had a new record attendance of 292 young people. I 
enjoyed refereeing many volleyball games. Best of all, God was with us. 
The young people sought God. To God be the Glory!

June 15-21: GMYC recap meeting, General Board zoom meeting, GMC 
Strategic Planning meeting. 19 different ministers attended. They repre-
sented our General Board, PVBI Board, and Penns Creek Board. We 
are continuing to develop a Master Plan for our Penns Creek Campus. 

Rhoda and I met with Rev. Michael McMillan to discuss Penns Creek 
Camp work details. Rhoda had broken her shoulder, had surgery, and is 
in the process of recovery. Thanks, Bro. McMillian and Camp Board, for 
this plan to lighten the load. 

June 22-23: Delmar. I went down on Saturday to visit and to enjoy a 
meal with our pastoral team at a restaurant. Sunday morning was the 
highlight as we installed Rev. Dominic Gattone as the assistant pastor. 
His wife, Gabriella, sang a beautiful solo in the service. 

June 24-30: Administrative work. I was able to go to Mt. of Blessings a 
couple times. Thank you, Camp President Brian Spangler and people, for 
all the wonderful improvements. 

July 01: Lebanon. I went for a special meeting with the congregation. 
Bro. Alan Walter is having a lot of physical problems and is stepping 
down as senior pastor. When he is able, the church wants him to be a 
Minister of Visitation. 

July 03: Lebanon. I enjoyed the AWC trio. I also am chairing some board 
meetings since the senior pastor is not available.

July 04: I visited my dad.

July 05: Penns Creek. I met with President Durkee to get some updates. 
We had prayer together and then I went to visit Cara Bunch’s father at 
the Williamsport Hospital. He needs a lot of prayer! I then continued to 
Mt. of Blessings Camp and heard a challenging message by Rev. Joe 
Smith. The firework display was great again this year. I was able to sit 
on the cabin porch and visit with my sister, Vanessa, and her husband, 
Barry. That was a blessing.

July 07: Lebanon. I visited the church and had a board meeting in the 
afternoon. I went to Ono Camp for the Lebanon Valley Band pre-service 
and EFM Mission service by Rev. Steve Gibson. I appreciate what God 
is doing around the world.

July 08: Zoom meeting with our Florida revitalization team. I shared a 
short devotional. Several shared updates. It was exciting. Bro. Steve 
Miller, our District vice president, our lead pastor, Bro. Jeff Stratton, and 
I had a short meeting on Zoom to discuss more plans. 

July 09: Administrative work.

July 10: General Board and Crusaders board met to talk about Mis-
sionary Crusaders president and the board role/responsibilities of our 
Conference.

Travel notes with the
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Another ambassador of Christ has made her way 
home – Sister Bonnie Cleaver passed away at 7:30 
PM, April 4th. A member of the Milesburg church, 
Sister Cleaver joined the conference in 1960 as a li-
censed minister. She was a force for Truth wherever 
God led. Bonnie Cleaver was an outstanding mission-
ary, a faithful laborer, a teacher, a helping hand in the 
clinic, and a prayer warrior. She gave her life to mis-
sionary work in Liberia and Haiti. Even in her retire-
ment years, she ministered to Haitian immigrants in 
Florida. Today, God’s Missionary Church remembers 
a precious saint of God- one of our very best! Through 
her life as a missionary, she watched God break the 
power of darkness, heal the sick, save countless souls, 
and train them in the way of holiness. A remarkable 
life! May her passing inspire all of us to carry on the 
holiness message. 

    “When my wife and I were young, there was a missionary by the name of 
Bonnie Cleaver. She taught us and other children the Bible and how to sing 
and would feed us every now and then. At Christmas time she would give 
us games and that made us want to come to church. We learned many Bible 
verses and God worked in our lives. It is thanks to Sister Cleaver’s patience 
that today I can be called Brother Gerald. I used to go to church because I 
was interested in candy and cookies, but today I am interested in Jesus. We 
had a good example. We want to do the same and turn the children’s hearts 
to God.”
Pastor Gerald Dejour who is the national leader of God’s Missionary Church in Haiti: 
Missions Update 2022

Remembering the Life of Bonnie Cleaver
January 19, 1931 – April 5, 2024

ous burst of agony and then of glory was 
heard in all parts of the congregation; and 
for nearly an hour, the scene beggared all 
description. . . There were those who in-
sisted that at one time they heard a sound, 
a strange sound, as of a rushing mighty 
wind, and yet as if subdued and held in 
check over that prayerful congregation. . 
. . Unfaithful church members were look-
ing and shuddering over their dreadful 
past, the people were face to face with 
God.”  It was felt by those who were pres-
ent that it had been the most remarkable 
meeting ever held on the American con-
tinent.
 
After 1870 holiness people began holding 
camps throughout the country for the pur-

pose of spreading the holiness message throughout the country, 
and regional associations were formed with the purpose of hold-
ing these camp meetings. Since that time, camp meetings have 
been an integral part of the DNA of holiness people. 

CAMP MEETINGS - PART OF THE HOLINESS DNA  continued from page 10


