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E d i to r i a l

Camp Meeting 2007
ROBERT BOOTH

C

amp Meetings have been a
source of spiritual awakening
and renewal for the Holiness
movement for years. This year was no
exception. At Penns Creek Camp
Meeting, the Lord graciously met with
us time and time again. Sinners were
saved, believers sanctified, and all of us
were challenged. We were challenged
to move ahead spiritually, and to not
grow stagnant or become weary in
well-doing.

I believe that God wants to awaken
our hearts and to show Himself real
once again. Don’t give up! Jesus is coming soon and there is much work to do!
During these past 8 years, the Standard has been privileged to have Rev.
James Plank as editor. Some significant
improvements were made during his
time as editor.
In addition to being pastor of the
Beavertown God’s Missionary
Church, Bro. Plank has accepted some
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new responsibilities with the InterChurch Holiness Convention. One of
his new responsibilities includes being
editor of the Convention Herald. We are
saddened to see him leave as editor of
the Standard, but we know that his talents will be well used as editor of the
Convention Herald.
Thanks, James and Marie, for being
such an important part of the God’s
Missionary Church family and the
Holiness Movement.
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N e w s

New Arrivals
Congratulations to
Rev. & Mrs. Michael
Mason on the birth of
a son, Taylor Scott.
Taylor was born on
May 19th.
Congratulations to
Rev. & Mrs. Greg
Hobelman on the
birth of Chloe Nicole.
Chloe was born on

Rev. Paul Miller Honored

O

n June 12, an 80th birthday
celebration was held for Rev.
Paul Miller at the Country
Cupboard Restaurant.

June 7th.
The Mountain Road
God's Missionary
Church congratulates
Steven & Shelley
Bogush on the birth
of Alexander Matthew. Alexander
was born on June 9th.

Weddings
Andrew Heintzelman
and Hannah Downer
were united in marriage on June 9,
2007, at the Bible
Methodist Church in Findlay, Ohio.
Andrew and Hannah are part of the
Orlando God's Missionary Church
congregation. They reside in
Webster, FL.

Deaths
R O B E R T W A L K E R , J R . of Fort
Myers, FL passed away on July 4th.
He was the son of Rev. & Mrs.
Robert Walker,Sr., founders of the Ft.
Myers Rescue Mission, and brother
of Mrs. Vivian Schaefer, wife of Rev.
George Schaefer, director of Ft.
Myers Rescue Mission.
FRANCES FUHRMAN
of the Beavertown congregation passed away
on August 28th. A long
time member of God's
Missionary Church, her and her husband were known as supporters of
Mt. of Blessings Camp and the work
of missions.
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50th Wedding Anniversary

T

he Rev. & Mrs.
Clarence Dupert from
Bermudian God’s
Missionary Church were
honored for 50 years of
marriage. The Duperts were
married on June 15th 1957.
A celebration was given by
their son, his wife, and
grandchildren. Family members and friends helped to
celebrate.
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“Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity! It is like the precious
ointment upon the head, that ran down upon the beard, even Aaron’s beard: that went down to the
skirts of his garments; As the dew of Hermon, and as the dew that descended upon the mountains of
Zion: for there the Lord commanded the blessing, even life for evermore.” —Psalm 133

esus prayed in John 17, “Sanctify
them through thy truth: thy
word is truth. That they may be
one; as thou, Father, art in me, and I in
thee, that they also may be one in us:
that the world may believe that thou
hast sent me.”
Perhaps you have heard the story
about Satan selling his tools. It was
noted that one simple tool was priced
far above all others. It was a plain, simple wedge. The question was asked,
“Why is it so expensive?” Satan
answered, “It’s one of my most effective tools; with it I destroy churches,
marriages and homes. With that wedge
I accomplish my agenda.”
I believe one of Satan’s chief ambitions in our homes and churches is to
destroy unity.
“Behold,” says the psalmist, perhaps
because it is so rare to see such beautiful unity among the brethren. He says,
“Take a good look; it is possible.” God
looks upon it with approval. Who can
estimate the value of this kind of oneness in the Christian fellowship?
Satan’s chief plan is to drive wedges.
He uses the wedges to divide the
brethren, to destroy confidence in one
another, to bring doubt about the
integrity of the leaders and their wisdom
in leadership and administration. Satan
would tear and break and rub and cut
and scar until everything is in shreds.

J
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The survival and success of the
Israelites in the days of the judges
depended on unity. One instance was
when Gideon was fighting the great
host of Midianites. Judges 7:21
reveals the secret. “And they stood
every man in his place… and the
enemy fled.” It means something for
us to find our place.
My Daddy used to put puzzles
together. Often there were many
pieces of the same color, such as a big
blue sky. I discovered each piece only
really fit into one place. There is such
a thing as being in the place God
wants us to be.
In the New Testament we read
about the Apostolic church. The
inspired writer would have us to
notice this—Acts 1:14 “these all continued with one accord”. Acts 2:1
“they were all with one accord in one
place”. Acts 2:46 “And they continuing
daily with one accord” Acts 4:32 “And
the multitude of them that believed
were of one heart.”
Lack of unity is an age old problem. God is not the author of confusion. Satan is the author of confusion, the originator of dissension.
Remember that lack of unity separated the first man from God, separated
the first two brothers, separated Lot
from his godly Uncle Abraham, sold
Joseph into slavery in Egypt, and

caused Aaron and Miriam to speak
against Moses.
In the New Testament churches we
find this problem even in those dug
out by the Apostle Paul. In Corinth he
said, “There are divisions among you.”
Paul expended his energy to build the
Ephesian church and when he departed, he had a great fear resting on his
heart. This is what he said in Acts 20,
“For I know this that after my departing shall grievous wolves enter in
among you, not sparing the flock. Also
of your own selves shall men arise
speaking perverse things, to draw away
disciples after them.”
Some people just don’t have a heart
for the flock. Wolves do not have a
heart for the flock. But, not only from
without, but from within, men will
arise speaking perverse things, (creating discord) to draw away people after
them. Later, Paul writes to the Ephesian church, Ephesians 4:3, “Endeavor to keep the unity of the Spirit.”
In the Old Testament, God said
there are seven things He hates,
Proverbs 6:16-18. I believe this is what
Paul had in mind “a false witness that
speaketh lies, and he that soweth discord among the brethren.”
Paul writes in the New Testament to
the Corinthian church 1 Corinthians
1:10, “that there be no divisions
among you.”
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I am not a mariner, but I know there
are dangers on the high seas because of
fierce winds and high waves. I am also
aware that there is great danger from
undercurrents that sweep in with great
force from beneath—people sowing
discord among the brethren.
Now God has blessed us with a
great church and given us some good
days. God knows we have plenty of
room for improvement but there is
nothing that would please the devil
more than in this new church year to
divide our ranks and destroy us. Jesus
prayed for our sanctification that we
might be one, that the world might
know. When there is discord in the
church we do not give a convincing
testimony to the unsaved.
We need to be careful what we say
and do behind the scenes and in the
presence of others so that we do not
create an undercurrent that will bring
division and destruction.
In each of the three churches that I
have pastored, a group of unsatisfied
people broke away because they
claimed we were too conservative or
not spiritual enough. An individual or
two persuaded the others. Today, none
of those groups are in existence and
most of the leaders either are deceased
or have gone astray.
We need to be careful. If we ever
needed to stick together, hold together,
pray together, love one another and
bear with one another, it is NOW.
Beware of those who will produce an
undercurrent and draw you away, it is
only temporal, you do not build the
kingdom by tearing down the kingdom.
We cannot afford the luxury of a
party spirit like the political world. We
need to pray things to pass, fast, and
seek the face of God, not manipulate
to fulfill our own agenda.
The church is one body, but I am
aware that in every individual church
there are two elements. In every
church there is a power structure and
woe to the church when there are two.
There are always those who want
things a little more conservative and
those who want things a little more
liberal. There are always issues to be
contested and each reacts against the
other until a gap is created that
destroys unity.
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It seems to me there are also those
who are not as much interested in the
glory, as they are in ruling the roost
and having their own way. A lot of the
little “splinter” groups that have come
out of larger groups were the result of
a power struggle. It was a strategy for
someone to sit on his own throne,
toot his horn and have his way, “not
sparing the flock.” Most of these
groups disintegrate over a short period
of time.
As holiness people we are often so
quick to draw conclusions and pass
sentences on people and situations
when we only know one side. There
are always two sides to every issue.
A lot of discord evolves by amplifying differences of opinions that are
actually minor issues, also by individuals who labor intently, investigating the
lives of others to find some inconsistency so they can magnify it and
spread it.
I am afraid we have forgotten what
often comes to my mind from reading
old holiness books. “In non-essentials
liberty, in essentials unity, in all things
charity,” it was the cry of the old holiness pulpit.
Now we must face the facts, we
need to be realistic, if we are to realize
unity. Faults and short comings are in
all of us. Jesus said, “He that is without sin let him cast the first stone.”
Another thing is very evident; God
in creating us did not make all of us
off of the same pattern. And aren’t
you glad? God specializes in variety.
So as a body of believers, with these
things in mind, note that we differ in
our temperaments, we differ in
social skills and status, we differ in
our culture, in our background, in
our training and the homes we were
raised in. We differ in our personal
tastes in food, in exercise, in recreation, in relaxation, in colors, in
styles, and in hobbies; therefore we
can not pour everyone into the same
mold and expect everyone to act, do,
think, look and be exactly the same
as we are. Some mistake uniformity
for unity.
When I was a boy, we kept a flock of
laying hens. They all wore red hats,
white coats and yellow socks. They
cackled the same and ate the same

food; they had uniformity but not
unity. If one got hurt and there was a
drop of blood, the rest would pick it
to death.
Some mistake mechanical unity for
the unity we need. They think it is
accomplished by outside pressure,
like the old barrels that were held
together by the external pressure of
the hoops.Like the staves that held
the barrel together, some seem to
think the answer is external pressure.
Bear down, crack the whip, and write
a bigger rule book. External pressure
has often produced some of the
biggest splinters.
We need the unity of the Spirit! This
unity we need is something I cannot
produce. This unity cannot be brought
about by some superman coming in
with new methods and ideas, nor by
writing a thicker rule book, nor by
pouring everyone into the same mold
until we all come out parting our hair
the same way.
Jesus said, “There is a sanctifying
power.” He also said, “There is a Holy
Ghost baptism.” There is a visitation
of God that will deal with the problem. He prayed, “Father, sanctify them
that they may be one in Spirit.”
My prayer, is that we will discard,
destroy and defeat the undercurrents
of the enemy and the work of Satan.
Bind us together with hearts of love
and praise to God for what He has
done for us, and see our opportunities
on the horizon for reaching the lost
and saving our children until the name
of God is glorified.
I want to see the prayer of Jesus
answered. It takes our cooperation;
there is a part in it for you and a part in
it for me. I pray God will help us fit
into the right place.
There is no victory, no glory, no
future, no fruit, and no fire unless we
as a church can continue to bind
together in cords of love and lock arms
in a mighty force against sin. I
believe God is just as great
today as He was when
this little church was
started. I believe He is
looking for people and
He still has a work to
do in our hearts for
His glory.
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CENTRAL PENNSYLVANIA

Inter-Church Holiness Convention
NOVEMBER 7-8-9, 2007
B.J. WALKER, LEONARD SANKEY,
STEPHEN CASSADY
Music by THE CASSADY FAMILY AND
PENN VIEW Bible Institute choirs
BEAVERTOWN CHURCH
Lodging & Information 570-837-7813

Barbara Kratz of Lewisburg, PA,
passed away on May 20th. She was
the wife of Henry L. Kratz. On Nov. 28,
they would have celebrated their 65th
wedding anniversary. In addition to
her husband, she is survived by her
two sons and daughters-in-law,
Lawrence L. and Betty Kratz of
Manheim and the Rev. Arlan L. and
Dorcas Kratz of Mifflinburg. The funeral was held at the Lebanon God’s Missionary Church.
Tribute to my Mother
We as a family have been blessed to have a mother for
so long. Dad & Mom were married 64 years, 5 months,
and 22 days. Larry is 63 years old and I am 58 years old.
Mom was our best and long-time friend. She believed in
us and stood with us through life.
Abraham Lincoln said, “All that I am or hope to be, I owe
to my angel Mother.” I, too, owe much of life’s success to
my mother. She taught me to do a job right the first time,
then she said it would never have to be redone. Many
times in church work she would say, “if you don’t start
something you won’t have to stop something.” She was a
great encourager and for many years would end her letters by the words, “STAY TRUE.” This she did by example.
She told us many times, “it is a great life if you don’t
weaken.” She definitely was an optimist. Her hearty
laugh and wonderful sense of humor added spice to life.
She was the life of the party.
Mom was tough. She was strong physically, never
being in the hospital for any illness until last year in her
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eighty-ninth year. Even then she amazed everyone and
pulled through. She was strong in her soul. She set her
face as a flint and to her Yes was Yes and No meant No.
There were no grey areas with Mom. She never doubted
God nor herself.
She taught us to respect our elders, the ministry and
our Dad. We all knew she loved Dad and highly respected him. God was good to keep Dad here to be her stay.
She never faced life alone in this world. God is good.
She always praised God for the providence of God in
her life and realized her steps were ordered by the Lord.
She loved her family. She reached the 90th milestone of
her life only a few weeks ago. Little did we realize as she
blew out the candles on her birthday cake that very soon
her candle, too, would go out. Mom, you will live with us
forever. —Rev. Arlan Kratz
The family of Barbara Kratz would like to express
their appreciation for the fine representation from the
Conference at the viewing and funeral. The flowers
from the Conference as well as from fellow ministers
and numerous churches gave comfort to our hearts.
The area pastors: Matt Ellison, Paul Clough, and
James Plank as well as our Conference President are
to be commended for their visitation and prayers. It
was our honor to have our Conference President Harry
Plank give a eulogy and prayer at the funeral. Home
church pastors, Barry Arnold and Dwight Rine did a
wonderful job conducting the funeral. We were
blessed to have such outpourings of love and sympathy. Sincerely, Rev. Arlan L. Kratz, brother Larry Kratz,
and husband Henry L. Kratz.
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2007 Pictorial Review
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Blue Mountain Congregation Purchases
Church and Parsonage by Pastor Marvin Mosley

“Then we turned, and took our journey into the wilderness by the way of the Red Sea, as the Lord spake unto me: and we compassed
Mount Seir many days. And the Lord spake unto me, saying, ‘Ye have compassed this mountain long enough: turn you northward.’”
—DEUTERONOMY 2:1-3

G

od’s will has certainly been made clear to us as we have
followed His leading.
The Blue Mountain congregation was formed by a group
of people who desired to have a holiness church in their area.
For over twenty years, the group had been traveling thirty
miles to attend a holiness church, so traveling just ten miles
to Bowmanstown was an improvement. However, the hindrance we then faced in Bowmanstown was the inconvenience of being in a rented room on the second floor of the
Borough Building. The many steps and the difference from a
“normal” church building seemed to be obstacles that most
visitors were either unable or unwilling to overcome.
Despite the circumstances, God graciously met with us as
we worshipped in the “Upper Room.” Time after time we
sensed His presence in our services. We were able to touch
the lives of over 30 people who visited from the community
and dozens who visited from other churches. Most importantly, God brought spiritual growth to the souls of those
who recognized their need and desired His help.
On the last Saturday of 2006, Cheryl and I were looking
for an address in the Borough of Lehighton. Our quest
took us past the Lehighton Wesleyan Church, where the
changeable message sign read, “SERVICES ARE TEMPORARILY SUSPENDED.” This caught our attention.
When I did contact the person in charge of the property, he
said that another church group had just informed him that
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they were not interested in buying the property; therefore,
he was prepared to call a realtor the very next week.
Needless to say, I asked him to wait until our congregation could at least look at the property and possibly make an
offer to buy it. He consented, so our congregation looked at
the property in January; two members of the GMC General
Board looked at it in February; we made an offer on it in
March (which was accepted); and Conference President
Harry Plank and I attended settlement for it on May 24. We
held our first services in the church building on May 27
and Cheryl and I moved into the parsonage on June 16.
Praise the Lord!
Since we have begun worshipping in Lehighton, around
twenty people have attended our services who had attended in this building in the past. We have also had a few new
people attend our services here who had never attended in
Bowmanstown. Our afternoon Dedication Service on July
22 was an exciting time. There were seventy-seven people
who came for the service, many of whom looked through
the church and parsonage afterward and enjoyed a time of
fellowship.
To God be the glory! Great things He hath done! Please
keep us in prayer. We must have His guidance and provision for the responsibilities ahead. He is still working in
eastern Pennsylvania, and we are committed to seeking,
knowing, and doing His will.
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F RO M T H E C O N F E R E N C E P R E S I D E N T

Travel Notes
H A R RY F. P L A N K
Friday, 6/1 - I started the day off to visit the
doctor due to my wife’s insistence that I should
have my first regular, physical check up after
almost 60 years. The doctor ordered several
various kinds of tests for the near future.
Saturday, 6/2 - Rachel and I attended the
lovely wedding of Stephen Cassidy to Jeanie
Miller at the Crystal Park Church in Canton,
OH. The Butler congregation is happy to have
the Cassidys for their pastors.
Sunday, 6/3 - I preached in the morning and
evening services at the Richfield Evangelical
Wesleyan church with pastors Aaron McCarty
and Brent Lenhart. We were honored to hear
the Byler family sing and play their many instruments in the afternoon service. Thank you to
each of the ladies of the congregation who
prepared a lovely Sunday dinner for everyone
in attendance.
Monday, 6/4 - I traveled to Coopersburg to
meet with the church board members concerning a pastoral change.
Tuesday, 6/5 - Rachel and I took the day off to
celebrate our 38th anniversary a day early.
Wednesday, 6/6-10 - I preached for the
Canaan Grove Camp Meeting. We were graciously entertained in the home of Robert and
Arlene Booth along with their intern pastor,
Ryan Martin. We appreciated the opportunity
to be with many of the people from the
Lebanon Gospel Center, Lebanon God’s
Missionary Church, and many others.
Tuesday, 6/12 - I met with the Missionary
Youth Crusader’s Board in the afternoon. In the
evening we enjoyed the eightieth birthday celebration of Supt. Paul Miller at the Country
Cupboard Restaurant in Lewisburg, PA.
Friday, 6/15 - I stopped in to help with Youth
Camp Clean up and then went to visit my Dad
who has been in the Welsboro Hospital all week.
Sunday, 6/17 - We enjoyed Father’s Day dinner with all of our children in the home of our
youngest son, Andrew. While there, he and
his wife Kara told us the exciting news that
their first child is due to arrive in February.
Congratulations Andrew and Kara! I
preached at the Millmont church in the
evening service and we enjoyed being with
the Clough family and friends in the parsonage following the service.
Tuesday, 6/19 - After making a quick trip to
Tioga County to visit my father who was now
home from the hospital, I conducted an
evening board meeting with Rev. Dwight Rine
and the World Missions Department. Rev.
Dwight Rine is the incoming director of the
World Missions Department, due to the resignation of Rev. Arlan Kratz. We appreciate the
years of dedicated service that Bro. & Sis Kratz
have given to the missions department.
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Wednesday, 6/20 - Rachel and I spent the
afternoon and evening at the God’s Missionary
Youth Camp held at Penns Creek for the first
year. The larger facilities seem to be working
out well. Many young people will cherish the
memories they have of days gone by at
Hanover Youth Camp.
Saturday, 6/23 - We met with the Hallenbecks
at the conference headquarters, to take inventory of the available rooms in preparation for
the 72nd Annual God’s Missionary Conference
and Penns Creek Camp Meeting.
Sunday, 6/24 - We made a visit to the
Northampton Church where I preached at the
morning service. Thank the Lord for all in attendance, along with several young people. We
enjoyed a great meal in the parsonage, along
with several of the church folk. Pastor Rodney
Keister does a great job as a chef! In the
evening, I preached at the Mountain Road
Church in Penns Creek. The parsonage family
was grateful to have Andrew Walter home for a
few days. He was on break from the US Air
Force Academy in Colorado Springs, CO.
Tuesday, 6/26 - Attended a meeting with the
Pension Board.
Wednesday, 6/27 - We traveled to Allentown
to look over the church there and meet with
some folk concerning it's future. What a mission field it could be to the Hispanic people. In
the evening, I conducted a pastoral election at
the Coopersburg Church.
Thursday, 6/28 - Rachel and I made a quick
stop at the “new” Lehighton Church. Pastor
and Mrs. Mosley gave us a tour of both the
church and parsonage.
Saturday, 6/30 - I preached at the Mount of
Blessings Camp Meeting in the afternoon service. The workers for this year's camp meeting
were Rev. Noel Scott and Rev. Gregory
Thacker. The singers were the Rev. Stephen
Cassidy family and Bro. Cassidy was also the
youth evangelist. Sis. Frances Stetler did the
children's services.
Sun. 7/11- Sun.7/ 8 - This week was filled with
attending both Hanover and Mount of
Blessings Camp Meetings along, with several
medical examinations.
Monday, 7/9 - We spent part of the day getting supplies for Penns Creek Camp Meeting.
Wednesday, 7/11 - I conducted an election
for a new pastor at Sulunga, Rev. Sheldon
Habecker was elected.
Thursday, 7/12 - I made a visit to Buelah
Camp Meeting where Rev. Rowan Fay was the
evangelist and the Cole Family were the
singers. It was good to see some of our old
friends and former parishioners; Sis. Zellers
and Sis. Nettie Smith (mother of Lori Cole)
from the Coopersburg church.

Saturday 7/14 & Sunday 7/15 - I made a
quick trip to Ft. Myers, Florida for the memorial service of Robert Walker, Jr., son of God's
Missionary Minister Rev. Robert Walker, Sr.
Monday 7/15 - My flight landed in the
Baltimore airport about 9:15 AM just in time for
me to make it to the board meeting of Penn
View Bible Institute.
Thursday 7/19 & Friday 7/20 - Rachel and I
spent some time with our children at my parent's house in Tioga County.
Friday 7/20 - We made it home in time to attend
the youth prayer meeting. Bro. Jeremy Fuller had
several speakers lined up to talk to us.
Saturday 7/21 - We started the day early
because of the annual camp clean up for Penns
Creek Camp. Special thanks and appreciation
to those who helped with this very necessary
duty. May God richly bless each of you for your
faithfulness in this long day of hard work.
Sunday 7/22 - I had the special privilege to be
a part of the dedication service for the newly
acquired God's Missionary church and parsonage at Lehigton. We trust God will bless
Rev. & Mrs. Marvin Mosely as they minister in
this new community.
Monday 7/23 - I went to the Evangelical
Hospital where I failed my second heart stress
test. I expect an increase in medication for high
blood pressure.
Tuesday 7/24 & Wednesday 7/25 - Rachel
and I were very busy with many, many details
preparing for conference and camp meeting,
including delivering food and supplies for the
dinning hall.
Thursday 7/26 - I conducted the 72nd annual
God's Missionary Conference. Although it was
a long tiring day, thank the Lord for a good
conference, and thank the Lord for the greatest
group of ministers in the world! May God bless
you each and every one. May God encourage
our missionaries who are in other parts of the
world and could not be with us.
Friday 7/27 - Sunday 8/5 - Penns Creek
Camp Meeting. We enjoyed evangelists Rev.
Daniel Stetler, Rev. Mark Cravens and Rev.
David Fuller; Singers Larry & LaDonna
Thomas; youth evangelist Rev. Joel Byer and
VBS for the children with Mr. & Mrs. John Baker
and their helpers.
We are thankful for all who received spiritual
help, and thankful to God for a wonderful
camp meeting.
Monday, August 6 - Rachel and I, along with
the usual faithful few, spent the morning getting the camp grounds cleaned up, mattresses
back in storage, etc. Upon returning home
and unloading our two cars that were full of
personal and camp things, we decided an
afternoon of rest was in order!
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For more pictures…
www.gmyconline.com
GMYC ’08…
June 16–20
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